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Electricity

California Storms, Outages Peak at 180,000 Over Weekend

Southern California Edison Monday said it has restored power to most of the 91,000 customers blacked out by storms that battered the coast over the weekend.  A SoCal Edison spokesman said that around 8,000 customers remained without power.
http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/headlines.jsp
OPG’s 516 MW Pickering 7 Nuke Unit in Ontario Returns to Service Jan 11
In Ontario, OPG's Pickering 7 nuke returned to service following a short-term outage to repair the exciter on the  generator. The unit shut on about Jan. 10.
Reuters, 1410 January 11, 2005

Reliant’s 741 MW Ormond Beach 1 Gas-fired Unit in CA Returns to Service
Houston-based Reliant Energy Inc.'s 750-megawatt unit 2 at the Ormond Beach natural gas-fired power station in California returned to service by early Tuesday, the California Independent System Operator said in a report. 
Reuters, 1033 January 11, 2005
Regulators Say Nuclear Plant Is Safe To Restart 
A nuclear plant shut down for three months after a radioactive steam leak is safe to reopen, federal regulators said Monday, trumping the objections of New Jersey's top environmental official. The Hope Creek plant, one of three nuclear reactors on Salem County's Artificial Island, was shut down Oct. 10 after the leak in an area normally off-limits to plant workers. No workers were exposed.  http://www.wnbc.com/money/4068341/detail.html
OPPD Power Line Approved
The Omaha Public Power District has been given approval to build a 50-mile-long high-voltage power line between Nebraska City and Lincoln.  The Nebraska Power Review Board on Friday approved the $62 million project.  No specific route has been identified for the proposed 345-kilovolt line. The line will connect a new 600-megawatt coal-fired power plant south of Nebraska City with public utilities in central and western Nebraska. Nebraska City Station Unit 2 is scheduled to go into commercial operation in the spring of 2009. It would be the second coal-fired power plant at the Nebraska City site. 
http://www.omaha.com/index.php?u_pg=46&u_sid=1304899
Federal lab Will Test Software that Could Bolster Cybersecurity
There's long been speculation that terrorists might try to attack the nation's electricity grids and that some elements of such attacks could involve hacking into utilities' Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition systems or other core IT or operational infrastructure. Testing of new software at the U.S. Department of Energy's Idaho National Engineering and Environmental Laboratory this year could result in a leap in cybersecurity for the utility industry. Separately, the North American Electric Reliability Council this month plans to publish a cybersecurity standard to cover thousands of unprotected electrical substations. http://informationweek.com/  http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8knpp%5EZksvussuYTeb%7D38%7Dbfek%5C%21
TXU Wins Approval to Shut 1,800 MW of Aging Power Generation

TXU Corp., the largest power supplier in Texas, won approval from the state grid operator to shut five north Texas generating units with a capacity of 1,802 megawatts because high natural-gas prices make them too costly to operate.  Three other units, totaling 681 megawatts, must remain available for operation, the Electric Reliability Council of Texas, or Ercot, said in a statement today. The grid operator oversees the flow of power on high-voltage transmission lines. 
Bloomberg News, 1206 January 11, 2005

Petroleum 

Ships Resume Moving on Houston Channel-Coast Guard

Ships resumed moving along the Houston Ship Channel on Tuesday morning after traffic along the 53-mile waterway (85-kilometer) to the busiest U.S. petrochemical port was stopped overnight due to dense fog, said the U.S. Coast Guard.  Ships began moving to Texas City, Texas, at 4:30 a.m. CST and to Houston at 5:30 a.m. CST on Tuesday said the Coast Guard Houston Vessel Traffic Center.
Reuters 0825 January 11, 2005
Deer Park Output Down
A gasoline-producing fluidic catalytic cracking unit at Royal Dutch/Shell’s and Pemex’s

340,000 b/d Deer Park refinery was running at “slightly reduced rates” after being restarted on

Friday, a refinery spokesman told Reuters on Monday.

Oil Daily, January 11, 2005

Kuwait Hikes Oil Production Capacity at Northern Fields

Kuwait has started commissioning a new gathering center in northern Kuwait, which is expected to boost production capacity by 100,000 barrels per day by the end of this week, rising to 300,000 b/d by midyear.  Oil Daily, January 11, 2005

Shell Regains 22,000 B/D Shut-In Oil Output

The Shell Petroleum Development Company has resumed production at two of its flow-stations: Belema and Santa Babara, regaining 22,000 barrels per day (b/d) of the 100,000 b/d shut in three weeks ago by villagers demanding a better bargain.
Bloomberg News, 1315 January 11, 2005
Natural Gas

Freeport LNG Terminal Given Green Light for Construction by FERC

Freeport LNG can start turning shovels to build its liquefied natural gas terminal in Texas after receiving a construction permit from the US Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, FERC staff said Tuesday.
http://www.platts.com/Natural%20Gas/News/5994270.xml?S=n
Other News

Air Liquide to Build Texas Hydrogen Plant for Fuel Refining
Air Liquide SA, the world's largest producer of industrial gases, plans to build its fifth U.S. hydrogen plant to meet growing demand from oil refiners required to produce cleaner-burning gasoline and diesel fuels.  The hydrogen unit will open in May 2006 at the company's Bayport, Texas, plant, Paris-based Air Liquide said today in a statement. The steam methane reformer will produce as much as 100 million standard cubic feet of hydrogen a day as one of the largest of Air Liquide's 35 hydrogen plants globally.
Bloomberg News, 1054 January 11, 2005

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (1/11/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	     45.66
	43.96
	     34.38

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       5.96
	  5.71
	       6.91


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern Time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern Time) on Thursdays
