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Electricity

NRC: Plant’s Emergency Shutdown Capability “Questionable”
If an accident at the Vermont Yankee nuclear plant forced operators out of the control room, they might have just minutes to use alternate means to shut down the plant before enough water boiled away to expose the highly radioactive core.  At issue now before federal regulators is whether those plant technicians would have enough time. Calculations cited in a recent federal report say it would take 21 minutes for the technicians to shut down the reactor, and — if the plant's request to boost power by 20 percent is approved — 21.3 minutes for the much feared core exposure to occur.  That's a margin of 18 seconds.  
 http://www.rutlandherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050113/NEWS/501130406/1004
Duke Energy's Catawba 1 Reactor in South Carolina Trims Output

Duke Energy Corp.'s 1,129-megawatt Catawba 1 nuclear reactor in South Carolina reduced production to

60 percent of capacity yesterday because of a pump-seal leak.  The reactor will remain at the current production level while the seal is being replaced, said Sandra Magee, a spokeswoman for the Charlotte, North Carolina-based company.
Bloomberg News, 1308 January 13, 2005

Calpine Calif. Los Medanos Power Plant Shut

California-based energy company Calpine Corp.'s 561-megawatt Los Medanos natural gas-fired power station in California shut by early Thursday, the California Independent System Operator said in a report.  On Wednesday, the unit was available for service but not necessarily operating.

Reuters, 1047 January 13, 2005
Utah Intermountain 2 Power Unit Back

Intermountain Power Agency's 855-megawatt unit 2 at the Intermountain coal-fired station in Utah returned to service by early Thursday, the California Independent System Operator said in a report.  The unit shut on Jan. 11 for tube leak repairs.

Reuters, 1040 January 13, 2005
Southern Ga. Vogtle 1 Nuke Exits Outage, Up to 27 Percent

Atlanta-based energy company Southern Co.'s 1,215-megawatt unit 1 at the Vogtle nuclear station in Georgia exited an outage and ramped up to 27 percent of capacity by early Thursday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its power reactor status report.  The unit shut due to an electrical problem in a relay circuit in the main generator on Jan. 11.
Reuters, 0720 January 13, 2005
Edison International’s 571 MW Sunrise Gas-fired Unit in CA Shut Jan 13
Reuters, 1432 January 13, 2005
Petroleum

Rail Traffic Disruptions Could Threaten Economy
Possible Impact on Ethanol Supply into CA
(OEA Comment: The State of California has the highest demand of any state for ethanol which is blended into motor gasoline.  Rail is the major transportation mode for ethanol coming into California from the Midwest, where most ethanol is produced.)  Shippers scrambled for alternative routes Wednesday as Union Pacific Corp. struggled to overcome a massive disruption of service in Southern California because of the recent rains.  Mother Nature might be to blame for Union Pacific's latest woes, but the recurring problems the railroad has had moving goods in and out of the region, coupled with recent backlogs at local ports, could threaten the local economy, shipping experts and economists said.  Citing mudslides and washed-out tracks and bridges, Union Pacific closed four of its five main rail lines out of the Los Angeles Basin. That brought the railroad's freight traffic in the region to a near standstill.  http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/nation/wire/la-fi-rail13jan13,0,345221.story


Refinery Problems in CA and Texas Driving up Prices

A problem with a coker unit at Tesoro's 170,000 Golden Eagle refinery in the San Francisco Bay area stemmed from a problem with a boiler that supplies the coking unit.  There may have been unplanned downtime as well at Valero's 138,000 b/d Corpus Christi, Texas refinery.   Refineries in Wilmington and Carson, California have been rumored for several days to be having problems after two weeks of heavy rains in the southern part of the state.  A Valero Energy Corp, VLO.N spokeswoman said the Wilmington refinery was undergoing planned maintenance with no impact on production

OPIS Price Watch Alert, 1422 and 1508 January 13, 2005

Reuters, 1432 January 13, 2005

KMP Western Pipelines Mostly Back after Heavy Rains

Kinder Morgan Energy Partners on Thursday said most of its oil products pipelines carrying gasoline and other fuels into Las Vegas and Phoenix resumed service early Thursday morning after being closed Sunday by heavy rains in California.  Early this morning, service resumed on the 24-inch/20-inch line from Watson to Colton in California and on the 20-inch line to Phoenix, according to a spokesman for Kinder Morgan.  The only pipeline that is still down is the 8-inch line which carries jet fuel into McCarren Airport in Los Vegas, said Rick Rainey, Kinder Morgan's spokesman.  On Wednesday morning, transmission started through the 14-inch line which runs into Las Vegas.
Reuters, 1106 January 13, 2005
New Field Start-Up Puts Trinidad on Oil Map

Australia’s BHP Billiton said on Wednesday that oil production began on Jan. 9 from Block 2C at Trinidad and Tobago’s Greater Angostura field at a rate of 60,000 barrels per day.
Oil Daily, January 13, 2005

Natural Gas

Atmos Energy, Energy Transfer to Build Natural Gas Pipeline

Atmos Energy Corp. and Energy Transfer Partners L.P. plan to jointly construct, own and operate a large-diameter natural gas pipeline in the northern portion of Dallas-Fort Worth.  The North Side Loop will consist of about 45 miles of 30-inch pipeline from Atmos Energy's Line W near Justin, in Denton County, to a point near Frisco, in Collin County. The loop will interconnect with Atmos Energy's and Energy Transfer's existing pipeline systems in Collin County.  http://www.bizjournals.com/dallas/stories/2005/01/10/daily31.html
Other News

Ohio River Flooding Results in Force Majeure for Coal Shipments
Flooding on the Ohio River and its tributaries continue to slow or stop altogether barge traffic. At least one coal barger, American Electric Power's MEMCO Barge Line, has had to declare force majeure due to river conditions.  When contacted by Platts Coal Trader, no other barge officials would acknowledge force majeure, but they did say that conditions remained dangerous along the 981 miles of river between Pittsburgh and Cairo, Ill. One industry source said that his company has not  "formally declared" force majeure on barged coal shipments, but that Ohio River conditions had slowed traffic considerably and stopped traffic altogether at several locks.
http://www.platts.com/Coal/headlines.jsp
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (1/13/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	     48.11
	 45.51
	     34.26

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       6.06
	  5.79
	       6.26


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern Time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern Time) on Thursdays
