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Electricity

AmerGen's Clinton Exiting Outage

AmerGen Energy Co.'s 1,026 MW Clinton nuclear generating station in Illinois ramped up to 9 percent of capacity by early Thursday.  The plant shutdown on February 22 to perform pipe repairs in a condenser.  The plant is located in De Witt County about 160 miles southwest of Chicago.

Reuters 7:12. March 3, 2005.

Prairie Island Unit 1 Shut, NRC Says

Xcel Energy Inc.'s 593-MW Prairie Island 1 nuclear reactor in Minnesota was shut, as the unit was resuming production from planned maintenance.  The unit was shut when a valve on the turbine failed to fully close. Output had reached 41 percent of capacity yesterday before the shutdown.

Bloomberg 3:09, March 3, 2005.

Calvert Cliffs Unit 1 Returns to 100 Percent Capacity
Constellation Energy Group Inc.'s 825 MW Calvert Cliffs Unit 1 nuclear generating station in Maryland returned to full power overnight.  The unit was shut on March 1 to repair a steam leak.

Bloomberg 9:09, March 3, 2005.

TXU’s Monticello Unit 3 Shut for Repairs

TXU Corp. shut the 750-megawatt unit 3 at its Monticello coal-fired generating station on March 2 to repair a leaking boiler tube.  The plant is located in Mount Pleasant, Texas about 250 miles north of Houston. 

Reuters 7:35, March 3, 2005.

TVA Selects Route for New Power Line
The Tennessee Valley Authority has identified a preferred route for a transmission line to provide for future industrial needs in the area, identified as the eastern route, the would include 17 miles of new 161-kilovolt transmission line from TVA's West Point substation to the Lowndes County-Golden Triangle megasite. If environmental and engineering surveys and acquisition of right-of-ways are completed as TVA anticipates, construction will begin in March 2006 with completion expected by September 2006. 
Source: Northeast Mississippi Daily Journal, March 2, 2005.
http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8knpp%5EZlqliklmUSfd%216%3C%22bfek%5Cv
Improved Wisconsin Power Grid Ready for Summer 

In testimony before state legislators an official from the Public Service Commission reported that significant progress has been made in improving the electric power infrastructure in the state, recovering from years of underinvestment.  Dan Ebert, PSC's executive assistant, told the state Senate Committee on Energy, Utilities and Information Infrastructure that "Wisconsin has a more reliable electrical system and there are no fears of widespread power losses during the peak summer season.”  However, Ebert also noted that the Wisconsin “transmission system continues to be one of the most constrained in the nation,"  

Source: Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, March 1, 2005

http://www.jsonline.com/bym/news/mar05/306062.asp
Petroleum

NYMEX Gasoline Contract at All-Time High 

Futures contract for April unleaded gasoline on the New York Mercantile Exchange closed at $1.4838/gal an increase of 8.11 cents per gallon on Wednesday, an all-time high settlement price. 

Source: Platts Global Alert, March 2, 2005

http://www.platts.com/Oil/headlines.jsp
Syncrude Repairs Taking Longer Than Expected

Syncrude Canada Ltd. has extended the timetable for its current maintenance turnaround because of labor shortages and the need for unforeseen repair work.  As a result, the forecast for output for the first quarter of the year has been revised downward from15 million barrels to 14 million barrels 

Reuters 17:05, March 2, 2005.

Lyondell Refinery Output Unchanged

Refinery operations at  Lyondell-Citgo Refining LP's 270,000 barrel per day Houston refinery were unaffected by the breakdown Tuesday of a coking drum, according to a company spokesman said on Thursday.

Reuters 12:59, March 3, 2005.

Us Crude Oil Futures Break Over $55/Bbl 

U.S. crude oil futures broke above $55 a barrel midday Thursday, less than 50 cents away from the all-time record, as gasoline futures climbed to another high amid sustained speculative fund buying.

Reuters 12:24, March 3, 2005.

Western’s Reformer Repaired Will Return to Service Thursday 

Western Refining Co. completed repair work on a hydrogen reformer at its 107,000 barrel per day refinery in El Paso, Texas.  A fire on Wednesday morning damaged the unit. A spokesman for the company stated that the unit would be returned to service sometime on Thursday.  Reports of the fire and the subsequent shutdown led to a flurry of activity in the Los Angeles unleaded gasoline market on Wednesday morning as dealers speculated demand for gasoline in Arizona might increase.

Reuters 12:02, March 3, 2005.

Crown Central to Reduce La Gloria Cat Cracker Output for Repairs 

On Thursday, Crown Central said it would reduce output at a fluid catalytic cracker at its 60,000 barrel per day La Gloria refinery in Tyler, Texas.  The company will make repairs on a blower motor; the work is estimated to take two days beginning sometime on Thursday March 3.

Reuters 9:06, March 3, 2005.

Natural Gas 

Open Season Begins For Tennessee Gas Pipeline Expansion 

On Tuesday, Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co. Tuesday launched a non-binding open season for its new Atlantic Supply Expansion project.  The expansion is in response to the growing interest in the proposed development of LNG terminals to be located in eastern Canada and the Northeast.  The expansion project could pump an additional 250,000 dekatherms per day into the Tennessee system through a Massachusetts interconnection with Portland Natural Gas and the Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline. The open season for the project will last through March 31. The company expects the expansion to be in service in 2008.  

http://www.tennesseeadvantage.com/press/newsquery.asp?sId=4356
Natural Gas Increases Share of New Housing Market 

According to the American Gas Association (AGA), natural gas and propane increased their share of the new housing market in 2003.  According to data compiled by AGA for the 56th edition of its Residential Natural Gas Market Survey, about 70 percent of new single-family homes built during 2003 were equipped with either natural gas or propane.  The increase reflects a gain of approximately six percent in sales and about two percentage points in share.
Natural Gas Intelligence, March 2, 2005.

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZlqlkrrrYSfd%216%3C%22bfek%5Cv
Other News

Nothing to Report

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (03/03/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	45.45
	52.05
	35.45

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.20
	6.33
	5.13


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

