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Electricity

Four Corners Unit 4 Returns to Full Power

Arizona Public Service reported that the 740-megawatt unit 4 at the Four Corners coal- and natural gas-fired generation facility returned to full power by early Monday.  The unit shut for on March 4.  The Four Corners facility is located in San Juan County about 200 miles northwest of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Reuters 10:59, March 7, 2005.

Texas Genco Texas WA Parish Unit 5 Back Soon

Texas Genco LLC's 646-megawatt unit 5 at the WA Parish coal-fired station in Texas will return to service on March 7or 8 following an unplanned outage that occurred on March 5 to repair a boiler tube leak.  The facility is located in Fort Bend County about 40 miles southwest of Houston. 

Reuters 8:35, March 7, 2005.

River Bend Back at Full Power

Entergy Corp.'s 966-megawatt River Bend nuclear plant in Louisiana returned to full power on Sunday after shutting February 19 to replace a transformer.  The facility is located in St. Francisville, about 30 miles northwest of Baton Rouge.

Bloomberg 7:09, March 7, 2005.

Monticello Unit 3 Trips Twice Over Weekend

TXU Corp.'s 750-megawatt unit 3 at the Monticello coal-fired power station in Texas shut and returned to service twice during the weekend.  On March 4, a leak in the turbine control system caused the unit to trip.  On March 6, the unit again tripped due to leak in the turbine control system. TXU indicated that the unit would be returned to service on March 6.  The 1,880 MW Monticello station is located in Titus County about 250 miles north of Houston. 

Reuters 8:26, March 7, 2005.

Moss Landing Unit 7 Returns to Service

Duke Energy Corp.'s 739-megawatt unit 7 at the Moss Landing natural gas-fired power station returned to service from an unplanned outage by early Monday according to the California Independent System Operator.  The unit shut on February 28 to repair an oil pump.  The 2,498 MW facility is located in Monterey County about 90 miles south of San Francisco.

Reuters 8:04, March 7, 2005.

Prairie Island Unit 1 Returns to Full Power

Xcel Energy Inc.'s 522-megawatt unit 1 at the Prairie Island nuclear generating station exited an outage and ramped up to full power by early Monday according to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission power reactor status report.  The unit shut by March 3 to inspect and repair a valve in the turbine that did not fully close.  Prior to shutting March 3, the unit ramped up to 41 percent of capacity as it exited an outage earlier in the week.  The Prairie Island station is located in Goodhue County about 55 miles southeast of Minneapolis. 

Reuters 7:44, March 7, 2005.

AmerGen’s Clinton Up to 84 Percent Capacity

AmerGen Energy Co.'s 1,026 MW Clinton nuclear generating station in Illinois ramped up to 84 percent of capacity by early Monday according to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission status report.  The unit shut on February 22 to perform pipe repairs in a condenser.  The plant is located in De Witt County about 160 miles southwest of Chicago.

Reuters 07:32, March 7, 2005.

Smoke Detected During Refueling of Susquehanna Unit 2
Smoke was detected in a construction area at PPL's Susquehanna nuclear generating station Unit 2 on Friday leading plant operators to declare an unusual event lasting about 55 minutes.  An unusual event is the lowest of the four emergency classifications established by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission for nuclear power plants.  The plant’s fire brigade responded but found no fire.  The unit had been shut since February 26 for refueling.  The company is investigating the cause of the incident.  . 

Source: PPL Corporation, March 4, 2005.
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050304/phf029_1.html
Mirant’s 337 MW Contra Costa Gas-fired Unit 6 in California Shut March.

Reuters 13:58, March 7, 2005.

PG&E’s 407 MW Helms Hydro Plant Unit 1 in California Shut March 7.

Reuters 13:58, March 7, 2005.

AES’s 226 MW Huntington Beach Gas-fired Unit 1 in California Shut March 7

Reuters 13:58, March 7, 2005.

DTE’s 235 MW La Paloma Gas-fired Unit 4 in California Shut March 7.   

Reuters 13:58, March 7, 2005.

Petroleum

Lagging Iraqi Crude Exports Expected to Continue

Barring interruptions, crude exports from Iraq in March are expected to be approximately 1.32 million barrels per day down from the 1.43 million b/b for February.  Export levels for the first two months of the year were held back a combination of bad weather, power shortages and technical breakdowns. 

Energy Intelligence Briefing, March 5, 2005.

http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=2
Tanker Fire Out; Ship Taking On Water

On Sunday off the southern tip of Norway, fire fighters extinguished a fire on the Fjord Champion a Norwegian-owned oil tanker.  There were no reports of oil leaking however, as the vessel began taking on water, the effort to tow the ship to a nearby port were abandoned.  The vessel was instead towed to an area of calm, shallow waters where damage inspectors were able to board for inspection.  The cargo oil tanks were empty however the ship carried 746 tonnes of bunker oil and 83 tonnes of diesel fuel. 

Reuters 16:23, March 6, 2005.

Natural Gas 

Golden Pass LNG Project Gains Preliminary Environmental Okay

ExxonMobil’s Golden Pass LNG project received preliminary environmental approval from The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.  The FERC has given preliminary environmental approval to ExxonMobil Corp.'s proposed Golden Pass liquefied natural gas terminal and associated pipeline facilities to be located along the Gulf Coast.

Natural Gas Intelligence, March 4, 2005.

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZlqonsxuWShf%216%3C%22bfek%5Cv
Other News

Houston Ship Channel Closes Briefly – No Impact On Oil Shipments

Dense fog led to a one-and-a-half hour closure of a portion of the Houston Ship Channel Monday morning.  However, according to the U.S. Coast Guard the closure had no impact on shipping since no ships were scheduled to travel the length of the channel during the stoppage.  

Reuters 11:23, March 7, 2005.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (03/07/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	53.90
	51.75
	36.53

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.66
	6.62
	5.42


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

