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Electricity

Brunswick Unit 2 Will Boost Capacity During Refueling
During its current refueling the capacity or Progress Energy’s Unit 2 at the Brunswick nuclear generating station will be uprated (increased) by between 20 to 30 MW.  Capacity was uprated at unit 2 by approximately 90 MW during the initial phase of the upgrade; unit 1 was uprated last year.  

Source: Platts, March 7, 2005.
http://www.platts.com/Nuclear/headlines.jsp
Nine Mile Point Unit 1 Shut

Constellation Energy Group Inc.'s unit 1 at the Nine Mile Point nuclear generating station automatically shut down Monday morning when a possible problem with a turbine was detected.  The problem proved to be a faulty signal and according to the company repairs on the instruments are being made.  The facility is located in Lycoming, New York, about 45 miles northeast of Syracuse.

Bloomberg 9:02, March 8, 2005.

PSNM to Complete Abandoned Power Plant Near Deming

Public Service Company of New Mexico along with partners, Phelps Dodge and Tucson Electric Power have hired Fluor Enterprises to complete construction on a partially completed power plant near Deming. PSNM and its partners acquired the facility from Duke Energy following Duke’s decision to vacate the 570-megawatt project when market conditions no longer supported development.  Construction is expected to begin early in April with completion anticipated by July 2006.

Source: Associated Press

http://www.kobtv.com/index.cfm?viewer=storyviewer&id=17634&cat=NMTOPSTORIES
Four Corners Unit Shut

A tube leak forced the 740-megawatt coal-fired unit 4 at the Four Corners generation facility to shut by late Monday.  It is not known when the repairs will be completed.  According to a spokeswoman the outage was not related to an earlier problem reported on March 4.  

Reuters 11:39, March 8, 2005.

San Onofre Unit 2 Exits Outage

Unit 2 at the San Onofre nuclear generating station in exited an outage and by early Tuesday had ramped up to 31 percent of capacity according to the status report of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  The unit had been shut since February 15 so that a valve in the cooling water system could be repaired.  The San Onofre plant is located approximately 60 miles north of San Diego. 

Reuters 7:42, March 8, 2005.

River Bend At Reduced Output

On Tuesday, Entergy lowered the output of it River Bend nuclear generating station to 75 percent so that it could perform a rod pattern exchange.

Reuters 13:46, March 8, 2005.

Big Brown Unit 1 Shut

TXU’s 570 MW Unit 1 at the Big Brown coal-fired plant shut on Monday due to a problem with a processor for a boiler feed pump speed control. 

Reuters 14:36, March 8, 2005.

Monticello Unit 2 Shut 

TXU’s 565 MW coal-fired Unit 2 at its Monticello facility shut on Monday because of a boiler tube leak. The company reported that the unit is expected to be back in service on Wednesday or Thursday.
Reuters 14:36, March 8, 2005.

Crockett’s 240 MW Gas-fired Crockett Cogen in California Shut March 8.

Reuters 14:36, March 8, 2005.

Sempra’s 324 MW Gas-fired Elk Hills facility in California Shut March 8.

Reuters 14:36, March 8, 2005.

AES’s 225 MW Gas-fired Unit 3 at its Huntington Beach facility in California Shut March 8.

Reuters 14:36, March 8, 2005.

Petroleum

Pasadena Refinery Running Following Problem

The 100,000 barrel per day Pasadena refinery of Pasadena Refining System Inc was operating normally on Monday following a problem on Sunday with a fluid catalytic cracking unit.

Reuters 21:07, March 7, 2005.

February OPEC Output Up 290,000 b/d - Platts

According to Platts, OPEC crude production increased by some 290,000 barrels per day in February as member states ignored official production ceilings set in December.  OPEC output (excluding Iraq) averaged 29.58-mil b/d in February.

http://www.platts.com.

Bloomberg 15:20, March 8, 2005.

Natural Gas 

Cheniere Secures Final Environmental Approval for LNG Terminal

Cheniere Energy attained an important regulatory milestone on Monday when the FERC issued its final environmental impact report for Cheniere’s proposed LNG import terminal.  The facility would be located near Corpus Christi and have the capacity to supply 2.6 billion cubic feet of natural gas per day to the U.S. market. The FERC has yet to make a determination on permits to locate, construct, and operate the proposed facility. 
Source: Market Watch, March 7, 2005
http://www.marketwatch.com/news/yhoo/story.asp?source=blq/yhoo&siteid=yhoo&dist=yhoo&guid=%7B30F1B2B0%2D7BC6%2D4F65%2DA79A%2D9B541D3BC1ED%7D
Other News

Nothing to Report

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (03/08/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	54.55
	51.67
	36.29

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.81
	6.63
	5.34


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

