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Electricity

12,500 Customers in Fresno, CA, Without Power
A power outage due to substation equipment problems affected 12,500 customers of west-central Fresno, California, Fresno Bee, March 14, 2005
http://www.fresnobee.com/local/story/10126178p-10948847c.html
15,000 Customers Lost Electricity in Corvallis, OR
Approximately 15,000 Pacific Power customers in Albany and Lebanon, Oregon, loss electricity as a result of a tree falling on a 69,000-volt transmission line Saturday, March 12, 2005.
Corvallis Gazette Times - Mar 13, 2005, 11:01 PM
http://news.search.yahoo.com/news/search?p=%22power+outage%22+OR+outage+%2B+electricity&ei=UTF-8&n=10&fl=0&sday=25&eday=24&datesort=1&x=wrt
AES’s 495 MW Gas-fired Alamitos 5 Unit in CA Shut on March 14

Reuters, 1409 March 14, 2005

SCE’s 370 MW Hydro-powered Big Creek Unit in CA Shut on March 14

Reuters, 1409 March 14, 2005

TXU’s 565 MW Coal-fired Monticello Unit 1 Shut March 14, 2005
A malfunctioning fan led to the closure.  The company reported the plant would be back within a day or two. 

Reuters, 1339 March 14, 2005
Transmission Capacity on CA/OR AC Power Line and Pacific DC Line to Rise Tues 

Capacity on CA/OR line is expected to rise from 3000 MW on Monday to 4750 MW on Tuesday.  Capacity on the Pacific DC line is expected to rise from 2,400 MW to 2,900 MW.

Reuters, 1354 March 14, 2005
Colorado Green Wind Power Project May Triple in Size 
PPM energy is proposing an expansion of the fifth largest wind farm in the nation, the Colorado Green Wind Power Project.  The proposal includes about 100 turbines in Prowers County and another 100 turbines in Bent County, in addition to the current 108 wind turbines that span 11,840 acres of grassland between Lamar and Springfield. Construction is expected to start within the next two years.
The Pueblo Chieftain, CO, March 10, 2005 http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8knpp%5EZlrmlkknTTfc%216%3C%22bfek%5Cv
Consumers Energy Seeks Bids For Independent Renewable Energy Projects
In its search for sources to supply 265,000 megawatt-hours of renewable energy, Consumers Energy hopes to receive competitive bids for the development of renewable energy projects in Michigan. Consumers Energy's goal is to provide supply options from green power sources to its 1.75 million electric customers. 
Consumers Energy, March 14, 2005
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050314/dem004_2.html
$5 Million Approved for New Power Plant in Victorville, CA
$5 million has been approved by Victorville’s City Council for a permit to build a 500-megawatt solar/gas-fired power plant.  The plant, which will be the first hybrid plant of its kind in the world, will be built near the existing High Desert Power Project at the Southern California Logistics Airport and will provide 500 megawatts of desperately needed electricity.

Energy Central
http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5530253
http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5530253
Hackers Targeting U.S. Power Grid Causes Concern

A former counterterrorism chief, Richard A. Clarke, in the Clinton and Bush administrations warns that a sophisticated group of hackers could probably access electric companies' computer security systems to damage U.S. North American power networks.  Adequate steps (i.e., upgrading older equipment) to prevent hacking have not been taken by the electric companies, as shown by government simulations. 
Washington Post, March 11, 2005

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp−dyn/articles/A25738−2005Mar 10.html

http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/DHS_IAIP_Daily_2005-03-14.pdf
Petroleum

Agreement Signed for New Ethanol Plant in ND
Headwaters Inc. and Electric Coop Great River Energy agreed to build a 50 million gallon per year ethanol production plant in North Dakota.  Construction would start in the fall of 2005 and be completed by the fall of 2006.  

Source: Associated Press
http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/050314/headwaters_great_river_1.html
Algeria: OPEC Has Reached Output Limit 

“OPEC has reached its production limits. It doesn't have much production capacity,” stated Chakib Khalil, Algeria's minister for energy and mines, asserting that high prices are due to world economic growth, particularly in the United States and China. “If it came to a crunch, it has capacity for one million barrels (more per day), and I don't think a production increase would influence the barrel price,” he said. 

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP−Algeria−OPEC.htm l?

http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/DHS_IAIP_Daily_2005-03-14.pdf
Kuwait: No it Hasn’t!  OPEC Ceiling May Rise

Sheik Ahmed Fahed al-Sabah, Kuwaiti’s Oil Minister and OPEC President, asserted Monday that OPEC could raise its output ceiling later this week when ministers meet in Isfahan, Iran. Sheikh Fahed said, "If we find the need and we find the spare capacity from OPEC members, there could be a decision to increase production and not to maintain the [current] ceiling." The ceiling is currently 27-mil b/d. Skeikh Fahed added that, "I think the weakest possibility is to maintain the same ceiling."

Platts, March 14, 2005

http://www.platts.com/Oil/headlines.jsp
Oil Demand More than 2 Million b/d Higher than in February 2004

Demand for oil, at 84.7 million barrels per day, is more than 2 million b/d higher than in February 2004.  OPEC supply remains at a high level, and non-OPEC output is rebounding from previous year’s problems.
Energy Intelligence (Oil Market Intelligence)

http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=6
Natural Gas 

LNG Terminal to Be Built in Port Arthur, TX 
An application has been filed with FERC by Sempra Energy's Port Arthur LNG LP to build and operate a liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal in Port Arthur, TX.  The terminal, slated to import up to 1.5 Bcf/d of natural gas, will be expandable later to 3 Bcf/d.
Natural Gas Intelligence (Mar. 11, 2005)  (PowerMarketers.com)
http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZlroliksYTfc%216%3C%22bfek%5Cv
Other News

Nothing to report.
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (3/14/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	54.90
	53.90
	36.21

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.86
	  6.66
	       5.52


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
