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Electricity

Great River Energy Idles 580 MW Coal Creek 1 Coal-fired Unit in North Dakota for
Upgrades March 14
The company plans to upgrade a turbine, add emission-reducing equipment, and install new cooling towers,
according to a spokesperson. It is unclear how long the work will take.
Bloomberg News, 08:48 March 25, 2008

Luminant Halts 575 MW Big Brown Coal-fired Unit 2 in Texas March 22
According to a filing with state regulators, the company shut the unit to repair a boiler tube leak.
Reuters, 11:39 March 24, 2008

Duke Energy’s 510 MW Moss Landing Gas-fired Unit 1 in California Reduces March 24
According to the California Independent System Operator, the unit experienced an unplanned curtailment of 260
MW on March 24.
http://www.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus200803241515.html

Update: Exelon's 1,134 MW Limerick Nuke Unit 1 in Pennsylvania Ramped Up to 22
Percent by March 25
The unit shut by March 23 after a problem in the main turbine control system for power distribution. The Nuclear
Regulatory Commission reported that on the morning of March 24 the unit was not operating.
Bloomberg News, 10:58 March 24, 2008
Information also derived from the NRC Power Reactor Status Reports:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2008/

TVA's 1,125 MW Watts Bar Nuke Unit 1 in Tennessee Ramped Up to 13 Percent by March
25
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission reported that on the morning of March 24 the unit was not operating.
Information derived from the NRC Power Reactor Status Reports:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2008/

Update: OPPD's 478 MW Fort Calhoun Nuke Unit in Nebraska at Full Power by March 25
OPPD shut the unit on March 15 to repair a turbine control valve oscillating problem. The unit ramped up to 70
percent power by March 24, according to a Nuclear Regulator Commission report.
Reuters, 08:15 March 24, 2008
Information also derived from the NRC Power Reactor Status Reports:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2008/

Update: Entergy's 1,207 MW Grand Gulf Nuke Unit 1 in Mississippi Ramped Up to 54
Percent by March 25
The unit shut automatically after the main turbine tripped March 21. The Nuclear Regulatory Commission reported
that on the morning of March 24 the unit was operating at 14 percent.
Reuters, 09:14 March 24, 2008
Information also derived from the NRC Power Reactor Status Reports:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2008/
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Update: Entergy's 966 MW River Bend Nuke Unit 1 in Louisiana Ramped Up to 87
Percent by March 25
The company shut the unit on March 20 due to an equipment fault, discovered by workers during a refueling restart.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission reported that on the morning of March 24 the unit was operating at 38 percent.
http://www.reuters.com/article/companyNewsAndPR/idUSN2537131620080325
Information also derived from the NRC Power Reactor Status Reports:
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2008/

AEP Restarts 528 MW Welsh 1 Coal-fired Unit in Texas March 24
According to a filing with state regulators, AEP planned to restart the unit yesterday, March 24.
Reuters, 11:59 March 24, 2008

Update: Silicon Valley Power's 148 MW Donald Von Raesfeld Gas-fired Unit in California
Returns to Service March 24
According to the California Independent System Operator, the unit experienced an unplanned outage on March 23.
http://www.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus200803241515.html

EPCOR's 384 MW Genesee Coal-fired Unit 2 in Alberta Shut March 23
Reuters, 12:10 March 24, 2008

FPL Plans 250 MW Solar Power Plant in California
The Beacon Solar Energy Project would connect to the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)
transmission system. Presumably, the eco-friendly plant would help local utilities’ satisfy California law, which
calls for investor-owned utilities to acquire 20 percent of their electricity from renewable generators by 2010, and 33
percent by 2020. Public utilities, like LADWP, are not bound by the same mandate. They are, however required to
set goals. LADWP’s aim is 13 percent renewable by 2010 and 20 percent by 2017. FPL’s project would open for
service in 2011.
http://greenwombat.blogs.fortune.cnn.com/2008/03/24/florida-utility-jumps-into-california-solar-
market/?source=yahoo_quote

Petroleum

Update: Unspecified Hitch Could Delay Start-up of BHP’s 50,000 b/d Neptune Oil
Platform in Gulf of Mexico
BHP Billiton originally expected to begin production by the end of 2007. More recent plans called for the platform
to enter service at the end of March, 2008. Now, an “anomaly” might push that start date back even further,
according to a spokeswoman.
Reuters, 18:38 March 24, 2008
http://www.wmc.com/bb/investorsMedia/news/2005/bhpBillitonToDevelopNeptuneOilAndGasFieldInGulfOfMexic
o.jsp

Valero Slows FCCs to 73 Percent Capacity on Weak Gasoline Margins
Citing weak profit margins for gasoline production, Valero said its fluid catalytic crackers (FCCs) are running at an
average of 73 percent capacity, or a combined 255,000 b/d below full capacity.
http://media.corporate-ir.net/media_files/IROL/10/100647/presentations/ManagementPresentation_0308.pdf
Reuters, 17:52 March 24, 2008

Lukoil, Iraq Plan to Develop Massive West Qurna 2 Oilfield in Iraq
Iraqi authorities and Lukoil have agreed to develop Qurna 2, according to Lukoil. The field could hold 6 billion
barrels in recoverable crude reserves.
http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=58640
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Natural Gas

Chesapeake Energy Says its Natural Gas Reserves in Louisiana will be between 7.5 Tcfe
and 20 Tcfe
Chesapeake Energy’s 200,000-acre property in the Haynesville Shale holds 7.5 trillion cubic feet equivalent (Tcfe)
of natural gas reserves, the company said March 24. The company plans to purchase an additional adjacent 300,000
acres, which it says contain an additional 12.5 Tcfe reserve. The total find would be 20 Tcfe.
http://www.platts.com/Natural%20Gas/News/6836372.xml?p=Natural%20Gas/News&sub=Natural%20Gas

Mobay Storage Plans 50 Bcf Natural Gas Storage Facility in South Alabama
The Mobay Storage Hub will include 50 Bcf of natural gas storage, and 1 Bcf/d of withdrawal and injection
capacity. The facility will offer access to more than 6.0 Bcf/d of connected natural gas pipelines. An open season
for the project’s first phase will begin in October, 2009.
http://www.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20080325006192&newsLang=
en

Other News

Repairs to Halt Upper Mississippi River Barge Traffic for Eight Days Beginning March 31
Barge traffic will be stalled in both directions along the upper Mississippi River, as workers perform repairs to Lock
and Dam 25 in Winfield, Missouri. The work and shutdown were not expected, but are necessary, according to an
Army Corps spokeswoman.
Reuters, 11:39 March 25, 2008

Four Coal Cars Derail in Illinois, Causing Fire March 23
The cars cracked an underground gas line, which set fire to the coal. The associated gas company helped shut down
the line, and firefighters extinguished the fire. There were no injuries.
http://cbs2chicago.com/local/freight.train.derails.2.683117.html

Energy Prices

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices
March 25, 2008

Today Week Ago Year Ago

CRUDE OIL
West Texas Intermediate U.S.
$/Barrel

101.51 107.58 60.85

NATURAL GAS
Henry Hub
$/Million Btu

8.99 9.59 7.16

Source: Reuters

Energy Notes

Allegheny Energy Reports 13,303 Customers Without Power in West Virginia March 25
As of 12:30 PM: http://app.alleghenyenergy.com/outagestatus/customeroutagestatus/oms_summary_for_puc.asp

Oil Truck Explodes in Pennsylvania, Leaks Some Oil into Storm Drainage System
http://www.myfoxphilly.com/myfox/pages/News/Detail?contentId=6120980&version=1&locale=EN-
US&layoutCode=TSTY&pageId=3.2.1
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ConocoPhillips Halts Ethylene Unit for Compressor Repairs at 247,000 b/d Sweeny, Texas
Refinery
Bloomberg, 12:01 March 24, 2008

Flaring at Valero’s 190,200 b/d Delaware City, Delaware Refinery March 24
Bloomberg News, 18:30 March 24, 2008

Compressor Shutdown, Flaring at Valero’s 130,000 b/d Houston, Texas Refinery March 24
Reuters, 17:59 March 24, 2008

Steam Boiler Error Causes Flaring at Pasadena Refining System’s 117,000 b/d Pasadena,
Texas Refinery
Reuters, 12:14 March 24, 2008

Harsh Weather Halts Pemex’s Dos Bocas Oil Exporting Port in Gulf of Mexico March 24
and 25
Reuters, 10:45 March 25, 2008

Emissions Event at Tilden Gas Plant in Texas March 25
http://www2.tceq.state.tx.us/eer/main/index.cfm?fuseaction=getDetails&target=105359

Reinjection Compressor Shuts Down, Causes Emissions Event at Salt Creek Gas Plant in
Texas March 24
http://www2.tceq.state.tx.us/eer/main/index.cfm?fuseaction=getDetails&target=105305

Reaction Furnace Idles, Leads to Flaring at Fullerton Gas Plant in Texas March 24
http://www2.tceq.state.tx.us/eer/main/index.cfm?fuseaction=getDetails&target=105329

Emissions Event at Eustace Gas Plant in Texas March 25
http://www2.tceq.state.tx.us/eer/main/index.cfm?fuseaction=getDetails&target=105361

DCP Midstream Partners 16-inch Natural Gas Pipeline in Wyoming Ruptures, Shuts
Down March 24
Bloomberg, 10:59 March 25, 2008

LiquidMaize Begins Construction on 11 Million Gallon/Year Ethanol Plant in Colorado
http://ethanolproducer.com/article.jsp?article_id=3898
MKW 04:30 March 25, 2008

As Cantarell Field Declines, Mexico’s Crude Output Continues Slide: 2.93 Million b/d in
February Marks a 30,000 b/d Dip from January, and 220,000 b/d Dip from February, 2007
http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=58625

Heavy Rains Postpone Openings of Two Natural Gas Pipelines: a Section of the Rockies
Express Pipeline and the Big Sandy Pipeline Project
http://intelligencepress.com/

Update: Iraq Pushes Forward Plans to Build Two Oil Pipelines Between Iran and Iraq
http://www.downstreamtoday.com/News/Articles/200803/Iraq_Tenders_To_Build_Oil_Pipelines_with_9547.aspx

About Half of Pluspetrol’s 47,000 b/d Oil Production in Peru Shut in—Two Dead, 11
Wounded as Workers Demand Wage Hikes and Raid Pluspetrol Oil Facility in Peru—
Pluspetrol Expects to Resume Normal Output Shortly
http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=58595
Reuters, 13:00 March 24, 2008
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Links

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated every Wednesday.

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM EST every Wednesday.

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 PM EST every Thursday.

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY

Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published
Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it
provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage. Energy Assurance Daily is updated
online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. EST. For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and
Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:
http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/index.aspx.

Please direct comments and questions to: ead@oe.netl.doe.gov


