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Electricity

AmerGen Reduces Power at N.J. Nuke for Work

AmerGen Energy Co.’s 650 megawatt Oyster Creek nuclear unit in New Jersey was cut to about 55 percent of capacity after an electrical problem tripped a re-circulating pump.  An electrical failure occurred in the pump’s control system, causing it to trip off line, Exelon Nuclear spokeswoman Ann Mary Carley told Reuters.  There are five pumps at Oyster Creek.  The unit can operate at full power with only four pumps operating.  One pump, however, was already shut and awaiting an outage for repairs.  Carley said the plant was expected to continue operating at about 55 percent of capacity with the three remaining pumps.

She said the company expected to return the unit to full power after fixing the electrical problem that caused the pump to trip.  She noted the pump that had already been shut could not be fixed at this time because the work required the plant to be out of service.  She said the company expected this pump to remain out of service until the unit is shut for a refueling outage.

Reuters, April 2, 2004, 1138

http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/040402/utilities_exelon_oystercreek_1.html
Petroleum

Explosion, Fire at Exxon Texas Plant

A naphtha processing unit exploded at the Exxon Mobil Corp. Baytown, TX, chemical plant early on Thursday morning but there was no indication of foul play, company spokesperson Tricia Thompson said. The explosion in a “naphtha rerun unit” occurred at 1:30 a.m., and a fire following the explosion was out by 2:30 a.m., Thompson said.  Other units at the chemical plant continue to operate normally as does the adjoining 525,000 barrel per day (bpd) Exxon Mobil Baytown, Texas, refinery, the largest U.S. refinery. This is the second explosion at a refinery/chemical plant complex in Texas this week.  

Reuters, April 1, 2004, 0904

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A41594-2004Apr1.html?referrer=emailarticle
Shell Confirms Downed Coker at L.A. Refinery

Shell Oil Co. confirmed on Friday it had a downed coker at its 110,000 b/d refinery in Wilmington, California, outside of Los Angeles, after a fire on March 23.  “After completing a review of the small fire experienced March 23 at Shell’s Los Angeles Refinery, it was determined that the delayed coking unit (DCU) was impacted and will require maintenance,” a company spokesman said.  “Shell cannot comment on the specifics of the impact on the DCU, nor project the duration of maintenance.  Three refineries in the state are doing maintenance work, which is constricting gasoline supply and contributing to high prices.

Reuters, April 2, 2004, 0954

http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/040402/energy_shell_refinery_1.html
BP Restarts Ultraformer at Indiana Refinery

BP restarted one of two ultraformers at its 410,000 barrels per day refinery in Whiting, Indiana, this week after maintenance, a refinery source said.  On March 17, the plant cut runs as the result of a problem in one ultraformer, which will restart in seven to 10 days, the source said.  The ultraformer that restarted this week was not the one that had the problem.  Ultraformers convert naphtha into high-octane gasoline.

Reuters, April 2, 2004, 1244 

Sea Anti-Terror Law Will Not Halt Oil Flows-Tanker Owners

A maritime anti-terror law due be enforced globally on July 1 will not hinder the flow of crucial oil exports to world markets, the head of the world’s biggest oil tanker industry owners’ association said on Friday.

The tough new United Nations’ security requirements, known as the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) code, are mandatory for all merchant ships and ports engaged in global trade.  “In the oil world we are very confident that tanker-wise we will be ready for the deadline,” Peter Swift, managing director of the International Association of Independent Tanker Owners (Intertanko) told Reuters.  “There is certainly more concern about ports (meeting the deadline) than the ship side, but oil will still flow,” said Swift whose association represents 70 percent of the world’s fleet of oil, chemical and gas tankers engaged in international trade.  He said only one to two percent of the fleet “at the very most” would not be security-approved by the July deadline. 

Reuters, April 2, 2004, 0842

Natural Gas 

Sonat reported completion of the most recent unscheduled maintenance outage at Olga Compressor Station in southeast Louisiana (see Daily GPI, April 1) and said capacity was restored to normal on the 26-inch Main Pass Area line effective with Thursday's intra-day 1 nominations cycle.

NGI Daily Gas Price Index, April 2, 2004
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Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (4/2/04)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	34.39
	35.61
	28.55

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	 5.69
	 5.16
	4.89


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays 

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays 

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

