[image: image1.jpg]


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Electricity and 
Energy Assurance

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY
April 12, 2005

Electricity

Progress Energy’s 895 MW Brunswick 2 Nuke Unit Restarts April 12.
The unit had been shut since April 9th for repair of a steam-system pump.
Bloomberg News, 0836 April 12, 2005
SCE Seeks Approval to Build Devers Transmission Line
Southern California Edison (SCE) has applied to the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) for authorization to construct the Devers-Palo Verde2 (DPV2) Project, which will include a 230-mile, high-voltage electric transmission line between California and Arizona to provide California electricity customers with greater access to low-cost, surplus generation in Arizona.  If approved, DPV2 would provide southern California with an additional 1200 megawatts of cost-effective electricity. The new, high-voltage line would also require upgrades to some of SCE's existing electrical transmission facilities in California.   http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050412/125716.html?.v=1
Seminole Electric Cooperative Plans New 700 MW Coal Unit
Officials with Seminole Electric Cooperative announced plans to spend $1.2 billion to build a third coal unit that will boost production from 1,300 megawatts to more than 2,000 megawatts.  
http://www.news-journalonline.com/NewsJournalOnline/News/Flagler/03FlaglerFLAG02041205.htm
NRC Must Improve Accounting and Control of Spent Nuclear Fuel
The US Nuclear Regulatory Commission should establish specific requirements for control and accounting of spent fuel at nuclear reactors, the Government Accountability Office recommended in a report released Friday.

http://www.platts.com/Nuclear/News/2262487.xml?S=n

Amtrak Problems Cause NJT Delays
A power outage on the overhead wires caused delays on Amtrak's North East Corridor Line between Newark and New York City Monday morning. Amtrak says it caused delays of 90 minutes to two hours. http://1010wins.com/topstories/local_story_101171508.html
Constellation Energy’s 780 MW Gas-fired High Desert plant in California Shut April 12 for unknown reasons

Reuters 11:22, April 12, 2005.

Bruce Power’s 840 MW Ontario Unit 6 Back in Service

The unit returned to service on April 11 following a brief outage to perform maintenance on its heat transport system.

Reuters 08:06 April 12, 2005
Bruce Power’s 825 MW Ontario Unit 3 Back in Service

The unit returned to service on April 11 following an unplanned outage on April 2 to repair a valve in its reactor regulating system.
Reuters 08:06 April 12, 2005
TXU’s 750 MW Martin Lake Unit 3 Expected to Restart April 13-14

The coal-burning unit had been shut April 7-9 due to excessive turbine vibration.
Reuters 07:52 April 12, 2005
TVA’s 1,125MW Sequoyah 1 Nuke Starts to Exit Outage

The unit was up to 1 percent of capacity by early Tuesday.
Reuters 07:24, April 12 2005

Petroleum

Crude Falls Nearly $2/bbl As IEA Sees World Demand Slowing 

Crude futures tumbled nearly $2/bbl following the release of the latest demand forecast by the International Energy Agency demand forecast.  Prices closed on the NYMEX at $51.75/bbl down $1.96/bbl.

Reuters 14:32, April 12, 2005.

http://www.thestreet.com/_yahoo/stocks/elinorarbel/10217021.html?cm_ven=YAHOO&cm_cat=FREE&cm_ite=NA
http://biz.yahoo.com/rb/050412/markets_stocks.html?.v=14
Saudis Seen Pumping Extra 500,000 Bpd

Saudi Arabia will add about 500,000 barrels per day of new oil supply to markets next month.   This will leave Saudi Arabia with about 1 million bpd of spare capacity.   OPEC agreed to boost output by 500,000 bpd on March 16 and pledged a second such increase if prices stayed above $55.  Nigeria and Algeria do not believe there should be another increase in supplies. Kuwait has told Asian buyers it would keep oil supplies for May at full contracted volumes.  The United Arab Emirates, the third major Gulf exporter, was forced to scale back May crude oil sales by 5 percent due to maintenance at some of its fields. http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=568&ncid=568&e=20&u=/nm/20050412/bs_nm/energy_crude_saudiarabia_dc_1
Venezuela, Algeria, and Nigeria See No Need to Increase OPEC Output

Opposing comments made Monday by OPEC president; energy ministers from Venezuela and Algeria and officials from Nigeria on Tuesday stated that they saw no need for OPEC to increase production by an additional 500,000 b/d.  

Reuters 12:42, April 12, 2005.

Closure of Sabine Channel Not Affecting Area Refineries

The closure of Sabine Channel to the Gulf of Mexico has not caused operational problems for the four refineries located in the area of Port Arthur, Texas.   Despite the fact that some 35 ships many of which are oil tankers were blocked from leaving the channel representatives of ExxonMobil, Motiva, Premcor and Shell all indicated that their operations had not been interrupted by the closure.  The Coast Guard closed the channel when a large navigation buoy broke lose from its moorings becoming a hazard to ship traffic.  The Coast Guard anticipates that the buoy will be secured and that the channel can be reopened by 10:00 pm local time Tuesday evening.

Reuters 15:59, April 12, 2005.

Bush Administration Considers Filling SPR to 727 Million Barrels

The Bush administration may decide to store an extra 27 million barrels of crude oil into the U.S. Strategic Petroleum Reserve. Currently the administration plans to have 700 million barrels in storage by September.  The additional 27 million barrels represents about a 3.8 percent increase in the reserve, and is only a very small portion of U.S. oil demand, averaging about 20.8 million barrels per day.

Reuters 16:14, April 12 2005
Venezuelan Shipments of Gasoline Out of Amuay Delayed Until Late April
A restart of the refinery shut on March 31 failed on April 8.

Bloomberg News, 0829 April 12, 2005
Natural Gas 

US Municipal Gas Utilities Urge Offshore Drilling Access
AGA Calls for More Domestic Production 

The American Public Gas Assn said Monday that it disagreed with Greenspan's assertion that the US is running out of natural gas.  There is about a 10-year supply of gas in areas offshore where exploration is restricted.  The American Gas Assn called for legislation being taken up Tuesday in the US House of Representatives to provide for more domestic gas production, liquefied natural gas imports and funding for low-income consumer subsidies.

http://www.platts.com/Oil/News/8700497.xml?S=n
http://www.platts.com/Natural%20Gas/News/8723930.xml?S=n
Transwestern Gets FERC Approval to Begin Expansion of San Juan Lateral
FERC on Friday gave Transwestern Pipeline Co. the go-ahead to begin service on a project that increases the firm transportation capacity on its San Juan Basin pipeline lateral by about 375 MMcf/d to accommodate new natural gas production from the San Juan Basin in New Mexico and other producing areas in the northern Rockies.
Natural Gas Intelligence, April 11, 2005

Unconventional Gas Gaining in Importance
Coalbed methane (CBM), tight sandstone, biogenic gas and shale formations are an increasingly important component of the North American natural gas supply.

Natural Gas Intelligence, April 11, 2005
Other News

Railroad Operations and the Movement of Coal to Power Plants
http://www.energypulse.net/centers/article/article_display.cfm?a_id=976
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (04/12/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	51.54
	55.96
	37.79

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  7.17
	  7.44
	  5.85


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
