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Highlights / Major Developments

Bunker Fuels Shortage in Houston

Houston 380 cst bunker fuel prices went up more than 10% since Tuesday from about $236.50 per metric ton to $260.50 per metric ton by late Wednesday.  The fuel will probably be scarce for the next week.  http://www.platts.com/Oil/News/7847790.xml?S=n.  

Electricity

14,000 Lose Power in Pittsburgh, PA Area

Thousands of homes remained without electricity Wednesday night due to a severe thunderstorm.  As many as 14,000 homes were without power at around 6:00 pm last night.
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/05111/491795.stm
NPPD's Nebraska Cooper Nuke Back at Full Power

Nebraska Public Power District's 756-megawatt Cooper nuclear generating station returned to full power following a reduction to approximately 70 percent of capacity on Wednesday when a severe storm disrupted a nearby transmission line.  The Cooper generating station is located about 75 miles south of Omaha, Nebraska.

Reuters 14:37, April 21, 2005

CDWR’s 299 MW Edward C. Hyatt Hydro plant in California Shut April 21

Reuters 14:10, April 21, 2005

TVA's Unit 2 at its Browns Ferry 2 Nuclear Generating Station Ramps Up to 95%

By early Thursday, the 1,118 MW unit 2 at the Browns Ferry was operating at 95 percent of capacity, up from 60 percent on Wednesday. 

Reuters 07:06, April 21, 2005

Brunswick 2 Reduced to 67 Percent of Capacity – Pump Problem

Progress Energy reduced power at unit 2 at its Brunswick nuclear generating station early Thursday to perform work on a malfunctioning pump.  The company would not comment as to when the unit would be back at full power but did indicate that the output level should not drop below its 60 percent during the time it takes to resolve the problem.  

Reuters 13:46, April 21, 2005

McGuire Unit 2 Exits Outage, Output at 22 Percent

Duke's 1,100 MW unit 2 at its McGuire nuclear generating station exited an outage and ramped up to 22 percent of capacity by early Thursday.  On April 14, the unit had been shut when a problem developed with the main steam valve.  At that time, the unit was being returned to service following a refueling outage.  

Reuters 07:18, April 21, 2005

OPG’s 490 MW Coal-fired Unit 1 at its Nanticoke Plant Shut April 21, to Return to Service April 28.

Reuters 13:46, April 21, 2005

OPG’s 490 MW Coal-fired Unit 4 at its Nanticoke Plant Shut April 21, to Return to Service April 28.

Reuters 13:46, April 21, 2005

Drought Reduces Hydro Power in West

The Bonneville Power Administration and other regional utilities in the Pacific Northwest have asked consumers to use electricity efficiently this summer due to lower water levels behind hydroelectric dams.

Source: The Air Conditioning, Heating & Refrigeration News, April 20, 2005
Construction on the Maple Ridge Wind Farm in NY Scheduled for Next Week

Phase I will deliver 198 MW of power.  When completed the wind farm will be able to produce 320 MW of electricity for upstate New York.

http://www.ppmenergy.com/rel_05.04.05.html
http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5609062
LADWP Approves Environmental Report Wind Turbine Project
The Pine Tree Wind Project Will Provide Up to 120 MW of Electricity.

Source: Los Angeles Department of Water and Power (LADWP)

http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5609266
Petroleum

See Highlights / Major Developments above.  

ConocoPhillips Lake Charles FCC Fails to Restart

ConocoPhillips’ gasoline-making FCC failed in a restart from a scheduled maintenance outage.  The FCC has a capacity of about 53, 000 bpd, while the refinery capacity is 255,000 bpd.   

Reuters, 12:05 April 21, 2005
Petroleum Leaders Call for More Investment in Refining Capacity
On Thursday, Total Petroleum’s CEO and the head of the International Energy Agency both called for more investment to increase refining capacity. http://www.platts.com/Oil/News/1568400.xml?S=n
Saudi’s to Maintain Oil Capacity Reserve
Saudi Arabia said it would try to keep excess supply capacity of at least 1.5 million barrels per day.  The Saudi Oil Minister said that production has increased to 9.5 million bpd and its production capacity of 11 million bpd will rise to 12.5 million bpd by early 2009.

Reuters, 07:49 April 21, 2005
Natural Gas 

Gas Natural Expects to Finalize Plans for US Re-gasification Plant before January
http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/gas/news_article.cfm?id=5609945
Cypress Pipeline Project to Move Gas from Savannah into Florida
Work on this project has been resurrected after being shelved in 2001.  The 165-mile pipeline is now expected to be completed by the summer of 2006. 

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/gas/news_article.cfm?id=5610897
Other News

U.S. House Nearing Approval of New Energy Bill

The U.S. House of Representatives has nearly completed this year’s attempt at a comprehensive energy bill.  The latest version would encourage production of all domestic energy supplies including oil, gas, coal, nuclear, and other alternative sources.  It would require more ethanol be blended into the U.S. gasoline supply.
Reuters, 12:31 April 21, 2005
Radioactive Soil from Maine’s Yankee Nuke Reactor Rejected by Utah Landfill

The railcars are being returned because they leak.

Source: Portland Press Herald, http://www.pressherald.com
http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5609988
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (04/21/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	52.35
	51.11
	36.61

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  6.93
	  7.02
	  5.52


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
