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Electricity

80,000 Lose Power in Cleveland Area on Sunday

A big winter storm hit the Midwest on Sunday bringing down power lines.  80,000 FirstEnergy customers in the Cleveland area were without power Sunday.  According to the utility about 54,000 customers were still without power Monday.
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WEATHER/04/25/spring.snow.ap/index.html
Intermountain Unit 1 Shut

The 820 MW Unit 1 at the Intermountain power station was shut by the Intermountain Power Agency to deal with vibrations in a bearing.  The Agency anticipates that the unit should be returned to service around Thursday.  The facility is located approximately 120 miles southwest of Salt Lake City, Utah.

Reuters 13:45, April 25, 2005. 

Constellation’s High Desert Shut

According to a report of the California Independent System Operator, Constellation Energy Group Inc.'s 780 MW gas-fired High Desert power plant was shut by early Monday morning.  The facility is located in San Bernardino County, approximately 85 miles northeast of Los Angeles.

Reuters 11:25, April 25, 2005.

Monticello Unit 2 Ready to Return to Service

According to TXU, the 565 MW coal-fired unit 2 at its Monticello power plant in Texas will be restarted if the unit is needed.  The unit was taken down on about April 18 to perform work on a boiler.  The facility is located in Pleasant in Titus County, approximately 250 miles north of Houston.

Reuters 9:25, April 25, 2005.

Sunrise Returns to Service

By late Sunday, the 545 MW natural gas-fired Sunrise power station of Edison International was in the process of returning to service, exiting from an unplanned outage.  The unit, which was shut on April 20, is located in San Bernardino County, approximately 130 miles north of Los Angeles.   

Reuters 9:07, April 25, 2005.

Duke’s 1,110 MW McGuire 2 Nuke in NC Returns to Full Power
The unit shut on April 14 as it exited a refueling outage to repair a main steam valve.  
Reuters 7:34, April 25, 2005.

Browns Ferry Unit 2 Returns to Full Power

The 1,118 MW unit 2 at the Tennessee Valley Authority Browns Ferry nuclear generating station returned to full power by early Monday.  The unit was operating at reduced output (approximately 70 percent) so that a rod pattern adjustment could be performed.  The facility is located approximately 80 miles north of Birmingham, Alabama. 

Reuters 7:28, April 25, 2005.

Salem Unit 1 Returns to Full Power

By early Monday, The 1,111-megawatt unit 1 at Public Service Enterprise Group Inc.'s Salem nuclear generating station returned to full power according to the daily status report of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  The unit was operating at 30 percent on Friday as it exited an outage to repair a small leak in the primary system. The unit, which had been shut on April 19, is located approximately 40 miles south of Philadelphia. 

Reuters 7:23, April 25, 2005.

OPG’s 490 MW Coal-fired Unit 6 at its Nanticoke Power Plant Shut April 25

OPG anticipates the unit will return to service May2.

Reuters 14:37, April 25, 2005.

OPG’s 285 MW Coal-fired Unit 2 at its Lakeview Power Plant Shut April 25 

Reuters 14:37, April 25, 2005.

OPG’s 285 MW Coal-fired Unit 6 at its Lakeview Power Plant Shut April 25 

Reuters 14:37, April 25, 2005.

Wisconsin Outlook for Summer: New Plants Will Help, But Concerns About Nuclear Availability Remain

Several new plants coming on line in Wisconsin this summer should help ensure enough power to meet peak summer demand.  However, two of three nuclear reactors in the state are currently shut down and are needed to be operational by summer as well.  Also helping to meet summer demand, a new transmission line from Illinois has opened, increasing the state’s ability to import power by one-fifth.  

http://www.madison.com/wsj/home/local/index.php?ntid=37290&ntpid=3
http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5618659
Petroleum

State Agencies Ordered to Use More Ethanol and Biodiesel by Iowa Governor

Governor Tom Vilsack has issued an executive order requiring state agencies to use vehicles that are either electric hybrid vehicles or run on E85, a blend of ethanol and gasoline.  For light-duty vehicles (other than law enforcement vehicles), the agencies are to use either E85 capable vehicles or hybrid vehicles.  

Source: Oil Price Information Service

Storage Levels at Cushing Nearing Capacity

Storage levels of light sweet crude at Cushing are estimated to be at 22 million barrels – twice the amount held there last year at this time.  Capacity at Cushing is estimated to be approximately 27 million barrels.   

Source: Oil Daily, April 25, 2005  

http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=5
Russian Black Sea Crude Shipments to Increase in May

Oil exports leaving Russia by the Black Sea route are slated to increase in May by approximately 100,000 b/d.  

Reuters 9:32, April 25, 2005.

Venezuela Reasserts Sovereignty Over Oil Sector

On Monday, the Venezuelan Oil Minister detailed a major change in the direction of Venezuela’s policy that had opened the oil sector to foreign investment.  Expanding on recent contract changes and tax increases put forth by Venezuela’s President Hugo Chavez, oil minister Rafael Ramirez stated "we're going to reverse this internationalization.”  He added that the country will no longer work with companies that do not accept its energy sovereignty.  Although some industry observers view this development as restraining investment, at least one major oil company is reported to be in talks with the government.
Reuters 12:06, April 25, 2005.

2 Power Problems at Total’s Port Arthur Refinery 

Two separate power problems disrupted operations at Total’s 183,000 b/d Port Arthur refinery.  No details were available as to what units were affected.  Total reported the incidents to Texas regulators on Monday.  The report stated that a problem developed with a 138kV line bringing power into the refinery on Friday and a separate problem occurred on Saturday.  The problem on Friday lasted from 8:16 am to 2:10 pm and the problem on Saturday lasted from 6:00 am to 10:45 am. 

Reuters 11:01, April 25, 2005.

Saudi Arabia Says Supplies Adequate, But Could Produce More if Needed

After meeting with President Bush at his Texas ranch, the Saudi foreign affairs advisor indicated that supplies are adequate, but there is a shortage of refinery capacity.  The kingdom is willing to produce more, and has spare capacity of 1.3 to 1.4 million barrels per day.  Currently the kingdom is producing “slightly over” 9.5 million barrels per day.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rb/050425/markets_oil.html?.v=4
Reuters, 14:28 and 14:42, April 25, 2005 

Natural Gas

El Paso Will Shut Down Line 1600 on Friday 

El Paso has confirmed that it will shut down its line 1600 downstream of the Gresham Station in west Texas beginning on Friday, April 29 in order to perform line lowering.  The line will reopen on May 5.  The work will result in curtailing throughput on the South El Paso high pressure mainline by 750 million cubic feet per day during the period April 29-May 5. 

Bloomberg 10:51, April 25, 2005.

Tennessee Gas Pipeline Leaking in Louisiana, Some Production Curtailed

The company has confirmed a leak on the Tennessee Gas Pipeline.  The leak is located on the South Pass 700 line in Louisiana.  To perform preliminary repairs on the line, the company will shut-in meter 77A through May 3.  The shut-in will result in curtailing approximately 40 million cubic feet per day of production.  Tennessee will also shut the meter sometime in September to perform additional work.

Bloomberg 11:20, April 25, 2005.

Other News

Nothing to Report

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (04/25/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	53.24
	50.52
	37.46

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  7.27
	7.17
	5.57


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
