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Electricity

Update -- 9,000 Residents Still Without Power in Northeast Ohio

Heavy snow from a late spring snowstorm caused about 200,000 customers to lose power across northeast Ohio.  Officials said power isn't expected to be fully restored until midnight Tuesday. About 9,000 customers are still in the dark.
http://www.weathernet5.com/weather/4410937/detail.html
Exelon's 850 MW Dresden 3 Nuke in Illinois Shuts Down April 26
Exelon Corp.'s 850-megawatt unit 3 at the Dresden nuclear power station in Illinois dipped to 26 percent of capacity by early Tuesday.  The unit was being shut down to replace a recirculation water pump seal. 

Reuters, 07:33 and 13:54 April 26, 2005
Bloomberg News, 12:26 April 26, 2005

LCRA’s 445 MW Coal-fired Fayette 3 in TX Shut Down

 Reuters, 14:43 April 26, 2005

Duke’s 356 MW Gas-fired Moss Landing 7 in CA Shut April 26

 Reuters, 14:43 April 26, 2005

AEP’s 1,016 MW Cook 1 Nuke in Michigan Shut Early April 26

The unit was starting to exit a refueling outage.  An AEP official reported that the company believed a bad card in a piece of nuclear instrumentation caused the outage. Reuters, 13:54 April 26, 2005

LIPA, FPL to File with ACE to Build Wind Farm

The Long Island Power Authority and FPL Energy will jointly file a permit application with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to build a 140-megawatt offshore wind park.

Reuters, 11:15 April 26, 2005
US Wind Energy to Add 2,500 MW in 2005 According to AWEA

The U.S. wind energy industry will add as much as 2,500 megawatts of new production capacity in 2005, more than previously expected, the American Wind Energy Association said on Tuesday.   Wind projects now under construction include a 198 MW plant in upstate New York for PPM Energy and Zilkha Renewable Energy; a 220 MW Texas plant for FPL Group Inc; and a pair of plants in Iowa to generate 310 MW for MidAmerican Energy.

See AWEA’s website for more information on the status of various wind power projects @ http://www.awea.org/projects/index.html
Reuters, 15:19 April 26, 2005
PSE&G Completes Upgrade to New Jersey Substation
Public Service Electric and Gas Co. said on Monday it increased capacity at its Branchburg substation in New Jersey from 1,200 MW to 2,150 MW and did it two months early.  PSE&G had reduced the amount of power moving through the transformers at Branchburg in March 2004 to 1,200 MW from 1,600 MW due to overheating potential.  This earlier reduction caused transmission congestion in the eastern part of the Mid-Atlantic power grid.

Reuters, 16:50 April 26, 2005
Petroleum

Flint Hills Restarts Texas Sulfur Recovery Unit

Flint Hill Resources restarted sulfur recovery unit No. 1 on Tuesday at its 260,000 barrel per day (bpd) refinery in Corpus Christi, Texas.  The unit had an unplanned shutdown after a fuse blew on the hot oil heater electrical system.

Reuters, 13:57 April 26, 2005
Valero Investigates Why Corpus Christi Complex Required Maintenance

Valero Energy Corp. is investigating the cause of maintenance work involving a cold flash drum and overhead accumulator at its 148,000 barrel per day (bpd) refining complex in Corpus Christi, Texas.  The work began Monday.

Reuters, 14:56 April 26, 2005
SPR Loans Repaid from Hurricane Ivan Disruptions - US Govt
The U.S. Energy Department said on Tuesday that 5.4 million barrels of government crude oil loaned to five U.S. refiners last autumn after Hurricane Ivan have been repaid.  The Strategic Petroleum Reserve now stands at 691 million barrels.  The SPR should pass 700 million barrels by the end of July 2005 if current plans continue. Energy Department updates its SPR inventory and delivery schedule on the Web at

http://www2.spr.doe.gov/DIR/SilverStream/Pages/pgDailyInventoryReportViewDOE_new.html
Reuters, 09:50 April 26, 2005
U.S. West Coast Refined Products Rise Monday on Talk of Refinery Problems
Potential problems at a ChevronTexaco refinery in California pushed West Coast refined products prices up on Monday, traders said.  It was not clear if the refinery in question was in the Los Angeles or San Francisco area, that is whether it is the El Segundo or Richmond refinery.

Reuters, 21:38 April 25, 2005
Sabotage in Iraq Keeps Northern Crude Oil Export Pipeline Closed  

Saboteurs have attacked oil facilities near the city of Kirkuk in northern Iraq, cutting the region's crude output, an oil official said on Tuesday.  Another official said the attack would not delay resumption of oil exports from the region.

Reuters, 05:34 and 09:49 April 25,6, 2005 

PDV Plans to Build Three News Refineries

The three new refineries will add approximately 500,000 bpd to Venezuela’s refinery capacity.

Oil Daily, April 26, 2005

Saudis Outline $50 Billion Oil Investment Plan

Saudi Arabia told President Bush that it has a very aggressive plan to increase crude oil production capacity.  The Saudi’s said they plan to increase to 12.5 million bpd by the end of the decade and eventually may go up as high as 15 million bpd.  

Reuters, 16:29 April 26, 2005


World Crude Market Currently 'Oversupplied': Iran's Zanganeh

World crude markets are currently oversupplied, Iranian Oil Minister Bijan

Zanganeh said Tuesday.

http://www.platts.com/Oil/News/6124600.xml?S=n
Natural Gas

NiSource and Piedmont Plan to Develop a 12 Bcf Storage Field in WV 
NiSource and Piedmont Natural Gas have agreed to develop a new 12 Bcf natural gas storage field in Hardy and Hampshire counties, WV.  

NGI's Daily Gas Price Index, 13:37 April 26, 2005
http://intelligencepress.com/
Caledonia 11 Bcf Storage Facility in Mississippi Earns FERC Approval
The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Wednesday approved the construction and operation of a new natural gas storage facility in northeast Mississippi by Caledonia Energy Partners LLC. Located in Monroe and Lowndes Counties in Mississippi, the facility will have a direct interconnect with Tennessee Gas Pipeline.
http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050426/265823.html?.v=1
EIA to Release Unscheduled Updates to Weekly Natural Gas Estimates

See summary of change under Prices below or see the Federal Register Notice @: http://frwebgate3.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=53907130038+2+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
U.S. Gas Production Flat

An official with the Natural Gas Supply Association acknowledged that production of dry gas in the United States has essentially been flat since 2002 despite extensive drilling and exploration efforts.  In fact the number of natural gas rigs is at a 20 year high and the number of gas well completions is at a record level.  
NGI's Daily Gas Price Index, April 26, 2005 
http://intelligencepress.com/
Mexico’s Environmental Agency Gives Approval to New LNG Plan in Baja CA 

The plan calls for an offshore facility to take LNG and re-gassify it and send it to shore through a pipeline.

Oil Daily, April 26, 2005
Other News

Massey Has Declared Force Majeure On Some Coal Shipments

The Force Majeure was declared due to lack of rail cars to move coal, particularly on CSX and NS (Norfork Southern).  

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5620549
DHS to Hire Experts to Help Protect U. S. Power Grid
http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5621230
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (04/26/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	54.33
	52.33
	37.49

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  7.08
	6.95
	5.81


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

Starting May 19th, the EIA has a new policy regarding the unscheduled release of revisions to weekly estimates of working gas volumes held in underground storage facilities at the national and regional levels disseminated in EIA's Weekly Natural Gas Storage Report (WNGSR). Under the new policy, the unscheduled release of revisions shall be disseminated in a special release of the WNGSR when the effect of reported changes is at least 10 billion cubic feet (Bcf) at either a regional or national level. The unscheduled release of revisions shall be disseminated on a Federal workday between 2 and 2:10 p.m. (Eastern Time) following public notification between 1 and 1:10 p.m. of the same day. Public notification will include, at a minimum, the following: A notice on EIA's Web site, e-mails to selected media, and a general e-mail notice sent to users of WNGSR data who have signed onto a free service available on EIA's Web site. 

Source: Federal Register Notice April 26, 2005

http://frwebgate3.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/waisgate.cgi?WAISdocID=53907130038+2+0+0&WAISaction=retrieve
ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
