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Highlights / Major Developments

Sabine Channel in Texas Shut After Collision-Coast Guard

The Sabine Channel near Port Arthur, Texas, was shut at midday on Thursday after a petroleum tanker collided with a crew ship, the U.S. Coast Guard said.  The Sabine Channel runs from the Gulf of Mexico into the Sabine River and is used to deliver supplies to industrial users, including crude oil to four major refineries with total capacities of over 1 million bpd.  If the channel were to be closed for several days, operations at the refineries and at other chemical plants would be affected.  The larger Houston Ship Channel was operating normally, Coast Guard officials said.

Reuters, 14:49 April 28, 2005

Electricity

PPL’s 1,182 MW Susquehanna 2 Nuke Unit Shut April 28
The unit was shut down because something was wrong with an electrical transformer at the plant.  The transformer increases voltage of the electricity for distribution on the electrical transmission network.
http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/04-28-
Bloomberg News, 11:13 April 28, 2005

Reliant’s 319 Gas-fired Etiwanda 3 Unit in CA Shut April 28

Reuters, 14:03 April 28 2005
Calpine’s 297 Gas-fired Los Medanos Unit in CA Shut April 28

Reuters, 14:03 April 28 2005

Petroleum

See also story on Sabine Channel closing above in Highlights.

Update -- Refining Industry Doesn’t Go for Bush Military Base Plan

President Bush’s idea of using closed military bases to build new U.S. oil refineries did not receive much positive interest from the refining industry.  It simply costs too much money to build a new refinery anywhere in the United States, even with free land, to generate any interest.  Industry experts say that expanding current facilities is what refiners have done over the past couple of decades and what they will do in the future to expand capacities.  

Reuters, 17:03 April 27, 2005
Update – Dixie Sees Operations Back to Normal in One Week
The pipeline shut all truck terminals and the line east of Hattiesburg, MS early last week because propane in the system was contaminated with other gas liquids products.   The pipeline should be open by next Wednesday, May 4.

OPIS Price Watch Alert, 15:23 April 27, 2005

Natural Gas

Energy Companies Halt Mackenzie Valley Pipeline Work in Canada

Oil companies planning North America's first major Arctic natural gas pipeline have halted the $5.6 billion (U.S. $) project, due to the slow pace and complexity of the regulatory process.

Reuters, 16:01 April 28, 2005
Senate Energy Committee Looking at Closed Military Bases as Potential LNG Sites

Sen. Pete Domenici (R-NM), chairman of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee, said that the committee was considering many of the energy ideas proposed by President Bush yesterday.  The Committee was also looking at other possibilities such as siting LNG facilities at closed military bases.

http://intelligencepress.com/
Other News

Nothing to report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (04/28/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	51.92
	52.35
	37.23

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  6.67
	  6.93
	  5.80


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
