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Electricity

18,000 Lose Power in Utah

High winds toppled power lines and knocked out power to as many as 18,000 customers in northern Utah and southeastern Idaho late Monday.

http://www.dailycomet.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050517/APA/505170558
Electricity Supplies Ready for Summer Demand

An industry assessment by the North American Electric Reliability Council said Monday that electricity supplies in North America are expected to be adequate for summer demand.  Although southern California was cited as an area of concern in past reports, this report says that the area will be able to import enough power to meet demand.

http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5670485
Southern California Edison Plans New Power Lines

The three proposed 500kv lines would serve an expansion of the Antelope Valley wind farm and run between Lancaster, Valencia, Acton and Tehachapi.  Edison is currently seeking authorization from the California PUC for the lines.

http://www.dailynews.com/Stories/0,1413,200~20954~2871687,00.html
Duke Eyes North Carolina Nuclear Site

Duke Power is revisiting a site they proposed for a nuclear plant almost 30 years ago.  The site is in Davie County on the Yadkin River.  Duke says they need to provide power for their growing customer base in the Carolinas service area.  The company is also looking at power options other than nuclear to meet future demand.

http://www.news-record.com/news/now/dukepower051505.htm
Four NERC Regions Agree to Combine

Four North American Electric Reliability Council regions have agreed to combine and become a single entity starting January 1.  The Large Regional Reliability Council would combine the existing MAAC, MAIN, ECAR, and MRO councils and cover the Mid-Atlantic, Upper Midwest, and parts of Canada.

Platts, http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/News/6430345.xml?S=n
NStar Workers on Strike

About 2,000 linemen for the Boston utility NStar went on strike May 16 after failing to reach a contract negotiation.  NStar said it has assigned managers and contractors to continue service to its more than 1.4 million electric and gas customers.

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/business/AP−NStar−Labor.htm

Reliant’s Ormond Beach Gas-Fired Units 1 and 2 Curtailed


The 741 MW unit 1 was reduced by 445 MW and the 775 MW unit 2 was reduced by 465 MW today, both curtailments were for unknown reasons.

Reuters 14:16, May 17, 2005

Sempra’s 552 MW Elk Hills Gas-Fired Plant Shut, CA

The unit was shut May 17 for unknown reasons.

Reuters 14:16, May 17, 2005

Exelon’s 864 MW Quad Cities Unit 2 Nuke at 18 Percent

The unit was shut on May 8 to replace a steam dryer.

Reuters 07:34, May 17, 2005

Petroleum

Personnel Error Cause for Texas City Blast

BP said after an interim report that staff errors led to the March 23 blast at the Texas City refinery that killed 15 employees and wounded 170.  BP said that they would take disciplinary action against a supervisor and hourly employees responsible for the incident.

http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/050517/bp_plant_explosion.html?.v=4
Saudi Arabia to Up Output for Winter Demand

The Saudi oil minister said Tuesday at an energy conference in Washington that Saudi Arabia will increase oil production to meet the rise in fourth-quarter demand.  He also said that the country has no plans to trim output due to increasing U.S. inventories.

Reuters 03:37, May 17, 2005

http://biz.yahoo.com/rb/050517/energy_saudi.html?.v=1
Natural Gas

ConocoPhillips, Mitsubishi Enter LNG Import Terminal Joint Venture


ConocoPhillips has entered into a joint venture with Mitsubishi subsidiary, Sound Energy Solutions, to develop a liquefied natural gas import terminal in the Port of Long Beach, California.  The proposed terminal would have an import capacity of 5 million tons of LNG per year.  The terminal is expected to be completed in 2009.

http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050517/175843.html?.v=1
Other News

Nothing to Report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (05/17/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	48.97
	     51.76
	41.53

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.41  
	6.67  
	 6.41


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
