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Massive Blackout in Late May 2005 Averted by Seconds, Union Claims

According to a CBS News report, “a huge swath of North America came within seconds of a power blackout in late May because of equipment failure at a Hydro One facility in Ontario, an American power workers' union claims.”  The International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers said two Hydro One computers failed on May 27, bringing Ontario and parts of the eastern United States within 20 seconds of a cascading power failure.    See the document at this link: Letter from the International Federation of Professional and Technical Engineers 
http://ottawa.cbc.ca/regional/servlet/View?filename=ot-blackout20050622&ref=rss 

Electricity

28,000 Customers Lose Power in Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho
Winds gusting to a record 77 mph raked large areas of Eastern Washington, blowing down trees, causing power outages and fanning numerous fires, including one in which a teenager died.  About 28,000 of Avista's customers across Eastern Washington and northern Idaho were without electricity, utility spokeswoman Jessie Wuerst said.
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/stormcenter/2005-06-22-wind-washington_x.htm?csp=34
Update -- Great River Energy Loses 30.9 Miles of Transmission Line in Storm
The thunderstorm that plowed through north central North Dakota early Sunday morning caused significant damage to 30.9 miles of a Great River Energy transmission line. Approximately 230 transmission structures were destroyed or damaged on a 230-kV line from just southeast of Balta in Pierce County to just northwest of Minnewauken.  The downed line caused some local outages when it fell on top of local distribution lines (the local distribution lines were cleared Sunday and are back in service). Crews have been on-site cleaning up the debris since Sunday morning when the line was also de-energized. Transmission wire is on the ground and Great River Energy is working with local officials to keep residents away from the area. Clean up should take approximately three-to-four weeks.  Great River Energy is currently conducting system flow studies to determine the reliability impact of the downed line. It may take as long as eight months to rebuild the 30 miles of destroyed transmission facilities.  

Source: Office of Electricity, Delivery and Energy Reliability, Department of Energy 

Southern's  833 MW Farley 1 Nuke in Alabama Back at Full Power

Southern Co.'s 833-megawatt unit 1 at the Farley nuclear power station in Alabama exited an outage and ramped up to full power by early Wednesday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in a report.  On Tuesday, the unit was operating at 13 percent of capacity.  The Atlanta-based energy company shut the unit over the weekend to fix a problem with the control rod system discovered during a monthly test. Reuters, 07:05 June 22, 2005
Energy Northwest’s 1,108 MW Columbia Nuke in Washington Exits Outage

Energy Northwest's 1,108-megawatt Columbia nuclear power station in Washington started to exit an outage and ramped up to 1 percent of capacity by early Wednesday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in a report.  The company shut the unit on June 15 due to a problem with a circuit card in the digital hydroelectric system, which controls the turbine load.

Reuters, 07:11 June 22, 2005   

10,000 Customers in Connecticut Lose Power June 22, 2005
Connecticut Light & Power says about 10,000 of their electric customers are without power as of 3:30 Wednesday afternoon.  Most of the outages are concentrated in Hartford County where there was a problem with a sub station.
http://www.wfsb.com/Global/story.asp?S=3507990&nav=1VGmbKkq
New Transmission Lines Approved for Southwest Minnesota
The state Environmental Quality Board has given final approval to routes for two new Xcel Energy transmission lines in southwestern Minnesota, a move that will greatly increase wind energy in the region.

Work was expected to be done in 2007 and would bring the transmission capacity of Buffalo Ridge to 825 megawatts, more than double the present capacity.

http://www.duluthsuperior.com/mld/duluthsuperior/news/11945308.htm
Michigan May Face Power Crisis

Michigan could face an electric power crisis in the near future −− with the threat of brownouts and even blackouts −− because uncertainties about electric competition make the climate too unstable to entice anyone to build a power plant, say officials across the electric industry. 
http://www.detnews.com/2005/business/0506/21/A01−222595.htm
Petroleum

Norwegian Oil Union Calls Off Strike

http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=5
Power Outage Causes Chemical Release at Valero Refinery
Valero Energy Corp. experienced a two-hour power outage at its Corpus Christi refinery that resulted in a release of benzene, hydrogen sulfide, nitrogen oxide and sulfur dioxide into the air.  In a public filing with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, San Antonio-based Valero told state regulators that there was an interruption of power service at its East Plant at 8:12 a.m. on Tuesday.  

http://www.bizjournals.com/sanantonio/stories/2005/06/20/daily20.html?from_rss=1
Kinder Morgan Shuts Most Pipelines June 21 Due to Communications Problems
All pipelines should be up and running today.
OPIS Price Watch Alert, 11:38 June 22, 2005

BP Has Trouble at Texas City Refinery

According to OPIS, an electrostatic precipitator tripped at its 460,000 b/d  Texas City refinery which was reset after only minutes. 
OPIS Price Watch Alert, 9:38 June 22, 2005
Natural Gas

Lake Charles LNG Receiving Terminal Filling Up
World Gas Intelligence, June 22, 2005 http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=10
Senate Defeats Bid to Give State Governors Power to Veto Onshore LNG Projects 
In another key win for the natural gas industry, the Senate on Wednesday defeated an amendment that would give state governors the right to veto the siting of onshore liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminals. NGI’s Daily Gas Price Index, June 22, 2005
http://intelligencepress.com/
Point Comfort Pipeline Seeks to Connect Import Terminal on Texas Coast 
Point Comfort Pipeline Co. LP. has filed with FERC for a 27-mile, 36-inch diameter pipeline to connect the proposed Calhoun LNG receiving terminal on the Texas Gulf Coast with inter- and intrastate pipelines in South Texas. 

NGI’s Daily Gas Price Index, June 22, 2005
http://intelligencepress.com/
Other News
Nothing to report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (06/22/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	58.27
	56.55
	38.11

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  7.39
	  7.31
	  6.29


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
