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Monday Evening, June 23, 2014 
 
 

Electricity 
 
Update: OPPD’s 502 MW Fort Calhoun Nuclear Unit in Nebraska Ramping Up to Full 
Power After Reducing Output due to Missouri River Flooding Over Weekend 
On Sunday, Omaha Public Power District (OPPD) retracted the Nuclear Regulatory Commission event notification 
it had issued early Friday due to rising floodwaters on the Missouri River. Plans to shut down the reactor were 
terminated after actual Missouri River levels peaked at 1,001 feet, 2 inches, late Saturday and did not reach 1,004 
feet mean sea level, the level which would have required a shutdown. Based on current Army Corps of Engineers 
and National Weather Service published Missouri River levels, the river upstream of Fort Calhoun Station has 
peaked and is trending down following the recent storms. The river level is predicted to continue trending downward 
to normal summer navigation season levels. Fort Calhoun Station will continue to monitor weather and river levels. 
In preparation for the potential shutdown, OPPD had reduced the reactor to 55 percent power by early Friday and 30 
percent power by early Saturday. OPPD is now returning the plant to full power and had ramped the unit up to 90 
percent power by early Monday.  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/event/en.html  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2014/ 
http://www.oppd.com/AboutUs/NewsEvents/22_000812#062020142 
 
Strong Thunderstorms Knock Out Power to Over 17,000 Customers in Texas June 23 
Strong storms and high winds moved across North Texas this morning knocking out power to over 17,000 
customers. At 9:30 a.m. EDT today, Oncor reported 14,787 customers without power, and Xcel reported 2,501 
customers without power. As of 3:30 p.m. today, 7,212 Oncor customers and 1,080 Xcel customers remained 
without power. Oncor said its repair crews were out in force Monday morning trying to bring power back to affected 
customers. 
http://www.wfaa.com/news/local/More-than-10000-without-power-as-thunderstorms-roll-into-North-Texazs 
http://stormcenter.oncor.com/default.html 
http://www.xcelenergy.com/xe-en/Outages/Report_a_Problem/Outage_Map/Outage_Map 
http://www.kwtx.com/news/local/headlines/Power-Out-For-Thousands-In-Central-Texas 
 
Power Restored to 16,000 OPPD Customers After Strong Storms Moved Across Nebraska 
June 21 
Strong storms with heavy rain moved across Nebraska Saturday morning knocking out power to 16,000 Omaha 
Public Power District (OPPD) customers. As of 6 a.m. Sunday, all outages from the storm had been restored 
https://twitter.com/OPPDCares 
 
Entergy’s 510 MW Vermont Yankee Nuclear Unit in Vermont Reduced to 56 Percent by 
June 23 
On the morning of June 22 the unit was operating at full power. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2014/ 

Update: NMC’s 522 MW Prairie Island Nuclear Unit 1 in Minnesota Ramps Up to 99 
Percent by June 21 
On the morning of June 20 the unit was reduced to 25 percent from full power to perform repairs discovered during 
a train safeguards logic test.  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2014/ 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/event/2014/20140620en.html 
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NCPA’s 247 MW Collierville Aggregate Hydro Unit 1 and 2 in California Shut by June 22 
The unit entered an unplanned outage. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201406221515.html 
 
 

Petroleum 
 
Noble Energy Reports 7,500 Gallon Crude Oil Spill in Colorado River June 20 
The Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission said Friday a damaged storage tank dumped 7,500 gallons of 
crude oil into the Poudre River near Windsor, Colorado. Officials said the bank where the storage tank sat on the 
river was undercut by floodwaters, causing it to drop and break a valve. Noble Energy discovered the spill Friday 
and reported it to the oil and gas conservation commission. Cleanup crews are trying to absorb the spilled oil, and a 
vacuum truck is removing oily water from a low-lying area near the tank. 
http://www.khou.com/news/business/264060831.html 
 
Flint Hills Experiences 1,346 Gallon Gasoline Release at Its Austin Terminal in Texas June 
20 
Approximately 1,346 gallons of gasoline was released into the loading rack containment at Flint Hills Resources 
Austin Terminal on June 20. The majority of the released volume was collected in the loading racks containment 
and pumped into the terminals transmix tank. The release occurred when a third party driver was disconnecting the 
loading arm and the API handle on the tanker trailer failed to close properly for an as yet unknown reason. The 
gasoline was released directly to the product loading rack floor and drains. The release and was cleaned up within 
approximately one hour and twenty five minutes. 
Reuters, 18:44 June 21, 2014 
 
Update: TransCanada Says Its 590,000 b/d Keystone Pipeline Flows Back to Normal 
TransCanada Corp. resumed normal flows on its Keystone pipeline Saturday after power was restored to a pump 
station near Pilger, Nebraska, a company spokesman said on Monday. TransCanada was forced to reduce flow on 
the pipeline June 17 after the area near the pump station was struck by tornadoes. A spokesman said despite the 
significance of the storm, there was no damage to the pipeline or related facilities. The Keystone pipeline, which 
carries Canadian crude from Hardisty, Alberta to Steele City, Nebraska, has a maximum capacity of 590,000 b/d, 
but is expected to average 500,000 b/d in June. 
Reuters, 11:05 June 23, 2014 
 
ExxonMobil Says Production Unaffected from Emissions at Its 560,500 b/d Baytown, Texas 
Refinery  
ExxonMobil Corp. said there was no impact to production from alkylation unit emissions at its Baytown, Texas 
refinery. 
Reuters, 8:19 June 23, 2014 
 
Unit Train Carrying 70,000 Barrels of Crude Oil is First to Depart Meritage Midstream’s 
Black Thunder Terminal in Wyoming June 20 
Meritage Midstream Services II, LLC announced today that the first crude oil unit train loaded at its Black Thunder 
Terminal departed the Wyoming terminal on Friday via the Union Pacific railway. The Black Thunder Terminal, 
LLC is a joint venture between Meritage Midstream and Arch Coal. Served by both the Union Pacific and BNSF 
railways, the terminal is located at the Black Thunder mining complex in Campbell County, Wyoming, in the heart 
of the Powder River Basin’s drilling activity. The 99-car train was carrying 70,000 barrels of crude oil to a refinery 
on the East Coast for the terminal’s anchor shipper, Black Thunder Marketing, LLC. All of the train’s tank cars are 
new and meet the safety standards adopted earlier this year by the American Association of Railroads. Phase I truck-
to-train transload service has been fully operational at Black Thunder since the beginning of March. Current 
transload capacity is 10,000 b/d. Landing and loading space is available. Construction of Phase II high-speed 
loading facilities is expected to begin later this year. The Phase II facility will include up to four 100,000-barrel 
storage tanks and a 15-car rack system capable of loading 15 to 18 cars per hour. Target total loading time is 15 
hours. High-speed loading service is expected to be available in 2015.  
http://news.archcoal.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=107109&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=1941845&highlight 
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Delek Reports FCCU Emissions at Its 60,000 b/d Tyler, Texas Refinery June 22 
Delek reported excess opacity occurred intermittently at the 9 boiler stack due to transitional operating conditions at 
the fluid catalytic cracking unit (FCCU). 
Reuters, 23:54 June 22, 2014 
 
Alon Reports Emissions at Its 67,000 b/d Big Spring, Texas Refinery June 21 
Alon USA reported excess emissions from the no. 2 sulfur recovery unit tail gas incinerator due to particulate 
plugging the no. 2 quench column. The operations group was restoring column operation.  
Reuters, 11:09 June 22, 2014 
 
 

Natural Gas 
 
DCP Midstream Reports Cooling System Failure at Its 80 MMcf/d at Goldsmith Gas Plant 
in Texas June 22 
DCP Midstream reported NR21 5# engine went down due to a cooling system failure that caused the flare to open. 
Operators determined a leak on the cooling fluid drain line caused the failure. Repairs were made and the engine 
restarted. 
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=200051 
 
Regency Reports AGI Compressor Shut at Its 290 MMcf/d Waha Gas Plant in Texas June 
20 
Regency reported the acid gas injector (AGI) compressor went down due to a third party power failure. Upon restart, 
the compressor went down due to low instrument air pressure, also a result of power failure. The AGI compressor 
was reset and restarted after power was fully restored and instrument air pressure was adequate to operate the 
compressor.  
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=200037 
 
 

Other News 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
 

International News 
 
Libya’s Hariga Oil Port Reopens after Protest, Loads First Tanker with 750,000 Barrels of 
Oil 
Libya’s eastern Hariga oil port reopened after a protest by security guards ended, receiving the first tanker loading 
750,000 barrels of oil, a spokesman for state-owned National Oil Corp. (NOC) said on Sunday. A second tanker 
docked later on Sunday at the port and loaded 600,000 barrels of oil, an NOC spokesman said. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2014/06/22/libya-oil-idUSL6N0P30F920140622 
 
Libya’s El Feel Oilfield Pumps 95,000 b/d, Lifts National Output to 270,000 b/d – NOC 
Libya’s western El Feel oilfield was producing 95,000 b/d, lifting the country’s oil production to around 270,000 
b/d, a spokesman for NOC said on Sunday. Output at the western El Feel field resumed after a protest had ended 
there more than a week ago. 
Reuters, 9:10 June 22, 2014 
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Energy Prices  
 

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices 
June 23, 2014 

 Today Week Ago Year Ago 
CRUDE OIL 
West Texas Intermediate U.S. 
$/Barrel 

106.06 107.02 93.28 

NATURAL GAS  
Henry Hub 
$/Million Btu 

4.51 4.67 3.90 

Source: Reuters 
 
 

Links 
 
This Week in Petroleum from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp  
Updated every Wednesday.  
 
Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA 
http://www.eia.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html 
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM ET every Wednesday. 
 
Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA  
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp 
Updated after 2:00 PM ET every Thursday. 
 
 

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY 
 
Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published 
Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it 
provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage.  Energy Assurance Daily is updated 
online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. ET.  For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and 
Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:  
http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx 
 

Please direct comments and questions to:  ead@oe.netl.doe.gov 
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