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Accident Stalls Vital Electrical Transformer Going to Arizona

An electrical transformer meant to relieve some of the Valley's power problems is stuck in transit indefinitely on a California highway, officials said Saturday.  A shift in the transformer's tremendous weight on the truck's 282-foot trailer jeopardized the journey to Phoenix about 10:30 a.m. Saturday. The road's grade and shoulder, along with the transformer's immense weight, strained the hauler's trailer and shifted the transformer, Gross said.  The transformer's journey has been postponed until APS officials and their contracted hauling company, Precision Heavy Haul, are sure the transformer is undamaged. When it has been stabilized, the approximately 400,000-pound load can continue its slow journey, APS spokesman Damon Gross said. The truck moves at no more than 10 mph.  Until then, the Valley must wait out a critically low power supply and conserve energy in anticipation of rolling blackouts. This has been the case since part of the Westwing Substation burned July 4.  http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0725power25.html
 
 Glendale Hospital in AZ Loses Power for Second Time in Week
In Glendale, Banner Thunderbird Medical Center lost power Saturday for the second time in less than a week, forcing the hospital to go to backup generators. One of the main generators that powered the air-conditioning went down in the afternoon, causing temperatures to soar to 90 degrees in some parts of the hospital that had 310 to 330 patients. Larson said scheduled surgeries had been canceled, and one neonatal patient was transferred, possibly because of the heat.  Gross said a 3,000-amp breaker attached to power lines malfunctioned, creating a break in the power system feeding the hospital. The damaged equipment belonged to the hospital, not APS, he said. All electricity was automatically cut and generators kicked in to power the hospital, Glendale Deputy Fire Chief Elio Pompa said.  Gross said a full supply of electrical power was feeding the hospital before the breaker malfunctioned. There was no evidence that a power shortage in the system caused the hospital's outage, which was the case Tuesday after a fire at a Deer Valley substation.  APS brought in a semi-truck with a generator to compensate for the faulty generator.

http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/local/articles/0725power25.html
Update -- Power Outages in Indiana Continued Friday                                                                                   As of Friday afternoon, 578 customers in the Northern Indiana Public Service Co. service area still were without power because of powerful storms that blanketed the area early Wednesday night.  The majority of the outages were in the Hammond, Valparaiso and Gary areas, said NIPSCO spokesman Dave Ryan, adding they hoped to have electrical power restored to all customers by Friday night.  At the height of the power outage Wednesday night about 42,000 NIPSCO customers found themselves without electricity. Ryan said storms that passed through northern Lake and Porter counties Thursday afternoon increased numbers of outages but not in as significant a number. http://www.thetimesonline.com/articles/2004/07/24/news/porter_county/cccdfa59abde2cf986256edb00070a0e.txt
http://www.southbendtribune.com/stories/2004/07/24/local.20040724-sbt-MICH-A4-Storm_spawned_tornad.sto
Arizona City Taking Measures During Blackouts                                                The city of Glendale Public Works, Fire and Police departments are taking proactive measures while APS continues to work on a transformer at the Deer Valley substation that caught fire early this morning.  The city is in constant communication with APS and being advised of when and where rolling blackouts are taking place. On average, the rolling blackouts can affect approximately 1,600 to 4,500 customers for up to 30 minutes. The city has taken a number of measures to reduce the chance of blackouts and to reduce the potential negative consequences of blackouts should they occur.  To reduce the chance of blackouts, City hall continues to shut its air conditioning off every day at 4 p.m. while still open for business until 5 p.m.  Residents and businesses are urged to reduce their electricity usage especially during the critical hours of 3 to 6 p.m.                                                      http://www.glendalestar.com/articles/2004/07/26/news/news02.txt
Storm Moves In and Quickly Out in Oregon
A storm downed a power line near East Main Street, in Medford, cutting off electricity to Ashland’s downtown.  About 13,200 customers in areas south of Medford and near Jacksonville experienced a 5-minute outage caused by lightning, said Bekki Witt, spokeswoman for Pacific Power.                                            http://www.mailtribune.com/archive/2004/0725/local/stories/15local.htm
Severe Weather Cuts Power In Albuquerque, Rio Rancho
Wind, rain and hail pummeled parts of central New Mexico Friday, flooding roads and zapping power.  There were 23,000 PNM customers in Rio Rancho and northwest Albuquerque dealing with a power outage caused by the severe weather. The power has since been restored.  http://news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ibsys/20040724/lo_koat/2301747
California ISO Says Stage-one Alert Possible on Monday

A Stage-One Emergency is possible Monday as the California Independent System Operator is forecasting a record load from high temperatures in the region.  On Friday, the ISO is predicting Monday's load at a record 46,252 MW, which surpasses the previous record 44,360 MW set July 21. During a Stage-One Emergency, the ISO urges voluntary conservation from consumers. Spot power prices in the West were actually lower on Monday as loads forecasts were downwardly revised although they remained near record levels. "They (load forecasts) have been scaled back. It is not as hot as we thought," one dealer said. Dealers noted the California Independent System Operator was forecasting a peak load of 44,265 megawatts on Monday, just shy of the current all-time high of 44,360 MW set last week.  The state agency on Friday had projected Monday's peak load at a record shattering 46,262 MW but meteorologists subsequently revised down anticipated temperatures.

http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/News/2155278.xml?S=n
Reuters, 1427 July 26, 2004

Texas Gencos Texas Limestone 2 Plant Exits Outage
Texas Genco Holdings Inc.’s 766 megawatt Limestone 2 coal-fired unit in Texas started up early Monday following repairs to the boiler for a tube leak, the Texas Natural Resource Conservation Commission said in a report Monday. The unit had been shut since about Friday. http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/040726/utilities_texasgenco_limestone_2.html
Reliant's Calif. Ormond Beach 2 Plant Exits Outage
Reliant Energy Inc.’s 775 megawatt Ormond Beach 2 gas-fired unit in southern California returned to service over the weekend, the California Independent System Operator said in a report late Sunday. The unit had been shut for an unplanned outage since about early Friday. http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/040726/utilities_reliant_ormondbeach_2.html
PG&E's Diablo Canyon 1 Nuke Up to Full Power
PG&E Corp.’s 1,100 megawatt Diablo Canyon 1 nuclear unit in California exited an outage and ramped up to full power by early Monday, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its power reactor status report. The unit had been shut since about July 22 for a work outage. http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/040726/utilities_pg_e_diablocanyon_2.html
PSEG's N.J. Salem 2 Nuke Back at Full Power
Public Service Enterprise Group Inc.‘s 1,150 megawatt Salem 2 nuclear unit in New Jersey returned to full power by early Monday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its power reactor status report. On Friday, the unit was operating at 40 percent of capacity.  http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/040726/utilities_pseg_salem_2.html
Petroleum

Oil Pipeline Ablaze North of Baghdad - Witness
An explosion set fire to an oil pipeline north of Baghdad on Saturday, witnesses and an oil refinery official said.  Witness Ali Mohammed Samarrai said he heard the blast and saw the pipeline catch fire at a point just southwest of the town of Samarra, 100 km (60 miles) north of Baghdad.      An official at Iraq's main northern oil refinery at Baiji, 180 km (11O miles) north of Baghdad, said the blaze was on a pipeline that carries oil from the refinery to Baghdad.  Reuters, 0213 July 24, 2004
Natural Gas

Florida Gas Issues Overage Alert Day Due Heat
Florida Gas Transmission said Monday it issued an overage alert day due to rising temperatures in the state.  Alerts, also called critical days, require natural gas shippers to carefully adhere to scheduled quantities to maintain system integrity.  An overage alert day signals that taking excess quantities offline would be harmful.  Florida Gas said it was issuing an overage alert day for Monday at 25 percent tolerance, meaning that shippers must stay within 25 percent of their scheduled volumes.  The company has issued several overage alerts this summer as temperatures in the state have reached above 90 degrees.  Florida Gas Transmission had reported on Friday that it was performing unscheduled maintenance on one of the three compressor units at its Sabine Pass (LA) interconnect with Transco. Starting with the Timely Cycle for Saturday's gas day, FGT planned to reduce the interconnect capacity to 100,000 MMBtu/d. Current estimates indicate that the unit will be down for about two weeks. The pipeline also informed customers that operational capacity at its ANR interconnect in St. Landry Parish, LA was increased Friday from 125,000 Dth/d to 138,000 Dth/d until further notice. The capacity had been cut from its normal 250,000 MMBtu/d in mid-July due to reduced deliveries from ANR.                                                                                 See Daily GPI, July 16 <d20040716p.html>                    http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/040726/utilities_natgas_florida_1.html
Canadians Drilling More, Finding Less as Treadmill Heads North
Only record drilling levels are keeping Canadian natural gas production on an upward trend, demonstrating that Canadian producers are on the same treadmill as their counterparts in the US lower-48 states. Natural Gas Week, July 26, 2004
Other

Murray Restarts Pennsylvania Operation

Due to a pickup lately in the Pennsylvania coal market, Robert Murray has restarted his Energy Resources strip operation, which has properties in Jefferson, Elk and Clearfield counties. Murray idled this operation in late 2003 due to sagging prices in this market.  But prices are back up, Murray said in a July 23 interview with Platts Coal Trader. Murray is now shooting for production of 300,000-400,000 tons/year. Energy Resources has produced as much as 800,000 tons in a year, but 400,000 tons/year was more typical.                       http://www.platts.com/Coal/News/1866015.xml?S=n
Bills Would Thwart Chevron Ethanol Imports
Two prominent senators have introduced legislation aimed at scuttling plans by big US companies, including those of ChevronTexaco, to import cheap ethanol using a 20-year-old statute that helps bypass an import tariff. 
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Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (7/26/04)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel 
	41.45
	41.55
	30.31

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  5.94
	  5.75
	  4.68


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays 

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays 

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

