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Electricity

10,000 Lost Power August 6 in Memphis, TN

High winds and heavy rain caused a power outage for 10,000 customers of Memphis Light Gas and Water on Saturday. 

http://www.wreg.com/Global/story.asp?S=3694934&nav=3HvEd7CD
Coal Bottleneck Means Supplies Tight but Adequate for Dynegy

Dynegy announced on August 8 that the company began stockpiling coal supplies in 2004 and that is enabling it to operate without problems despite the transportation bottleneck that is impacting coal deliveries.  

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5864057
NERC Does Not See Coal Bottleneck Affecting Reliability

The North American Reliability Council (NERC) issued a news release on August 9 stating that the Council does not anticipate any problems meeting demand in any of its ten regions during the remainder of the year despite the transportation problems in delivering coal from Wyoming to power plants in the US and Canada.  NERC surveyed its regions and found that the impact would be in terms of higher costs for replacement power, natural gas and emissions credits but that none of the regions anticipated any disruptions from the problem.

Reuters 15:44, August 8, 2005.

AmerGen Oyster Creek Nuclear Power Plant back at 100 Percent August 7

By the evening of August 7, the 630 MW Oyster Creek nuclear generating station in Forked River, NJ had restored output to 100 percent of capacity.  In the early morning of August 6, a blockage to an underwater intake led operators to call an alert and reduce power.  The blockage was soon discovered and the alert was cancelled but the unit continued to operate at  reduced output until workers cleared the blockage.   

http://www.app.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20050808/NEWS/50808002
TXU’s 553 MW Sandow Unit 4 at its Coal-Fired Power Station in Texas Shut August 9

According to a report filed with regulators, the unit will be shut to repair a boiler tube leak.  It is unknown when the unit will return to service.

Reuters 14:25 August 9, 2005

OPG’s 535 MW Unit 3 at Lennox Oil and Natural-Gas Fired Power Station in Ontario Back on Line After Brief Outage

According to the Independent Electricity System Operator, the unit returned to service August 9; it had been shut since about midnight August 8.

Reuters 13:52 August 9, 2005

Ontario’s Independent Electricity System Operator (IESO) Urges Power Conservation

Consumers in Ontario were asked by the IESO to reduce their electricity use between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Tuesday.  Continuing hot and humid weather and limitations on supply are putting a strain on the power grid.

Reuters 9:00 August 9, 2005
AES’s  493 MW Gas-Fired Unit 7 at its Redondo Generating Facility in California Shut August 9

Reuters 14:08 August 9, 2005
Petroleum

Refinery Output Up Prices Slip Back From all-time High

Crude oil hit an all-time high of $64.27 in interday trading following the close of the market on August 8.  However, prices slipped back from that high on news that refineries that had experienced problems had returned units to service or would be restarting units in the near future.  Crude for September delivery settled at $63.07.

OPIS 14:36, August 9, 2005

Reuters 16:09

Valero McKee Refinery Gasoline Unit Down

Due to a fire late Friday, the FCC, MTBE and TAME units are down at Valero’s McKee, TX refinery.  Valero predicts gasoline production will decline by as much as 50,000 b/d over the next 5 days that the units are expected to remain down.

OPIS Price Watch Alert August 9, 2005

Sunoco’s Philadelphia Refinery Approaching Restart

According to trade sources, Sunoco will begin the restart of its 200,000 b/d Philadelphia refinery sometime on August 9 or 10.  The facility was shutdown on August 6 following a fire.

Reuters 11:08, August 8, 2005.

Gasoline Prices Break Record

Both the American Automobile Association (AAA) and the Energy Information Administration report that the U.S. average price of gasoline is at an all-time high. The AAA’s price survey of some 60,000 retail outlets averaged $2.35 per gallon an increase of 46.7¢ from one year ago while the EIA reported gasoline prices averaged $2.37. 

Reuters 9:55, August 8, 2005.

Update - Statoil North Sea Production Resumes August 8 

Oil production resumed in the 35,000 b/d Veslefrikk oil field in the North Sea on August 8.  Production had been halted after problems were discovered with the lifeboat lowering system on the Veslefrikk A and B platforms. Gas production resumed on Tuesday. 

http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/050809/norway_oil_platforms.html?.v=1
Libyan Oil Minister Sees Increase to OPEC Ceiling Likely

The Libyan oil minister indicated that if prices remain high, it is likely that OPEC will take action to raise its production ceiling by 500,000 b/d at its September meeting.  

http://www.platts.com/Oil/headlines.jsp
Natural Gas

Nothing to Report

Other News
Nothing to Report

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (08/09/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	63.13
	61.87
	44.51

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	8.70
	8.38


	5.78


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
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