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Electricity

Fire-Threatened Power Line Being Protected by Aerial Tanker

As the West Mountain fire continues to burn in Washington state, the Bonneville Power Administration has assigned an aerial tanker to be ready to drop fire retardants on the major transmission lines in the area should the fire move close to the lines.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5867442
Coal Shipments to Edison International’s Midwest Generation Cut by Rail Bottleneck

The coal transportation bottleneck has led railroads to reduce the amount of coal shipped to the Midwest Generation subsidiary of Edison International by 15 to 20 percent for the remainder of the year.  Nonetheless, Midwest Generation does not anticipate that it will not be able to generate at typical levels.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5867818
Reduced Coal Deliveries Causing some Plants to Switch to Gas

One step that power plants are taking to meet potential coal shortfalls caused by reduced coal deliveries from the Powder River Basin is switching to more expensive gas-fired units. 

Natural Gas Intelligence, August 9, 2005

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5D%5BefggqyvWSmkt%3EEvbfek%5Cv
Progress Energy’s Brunswick Nuclear Reactors to be Inspected by NRC

The NRC will inspect the emergency diesel generators at Progress Energy’s 895 MW Brunswick 1 and 2 nuclear reactors.  The generators were declared inoperable and shut down on August 6 after the plant operator encountered startup problems.

http://www.platts.com/Nuclear/headlines.jsp
As Heat Wave Continues Ontario Extends Power Warning 

The Independent Electricity System Operator in Ontario extended for the second day in a row its warning that the generating system in the province was being strained and urged customers to reduce use of electricity.

Reuters 9:26, August 10, 2005.

Update - Sandow Unit 4 Seen Returning to Service Soon

According to a report filed with regulators, TXU’s 553 MW Sandow Unit 4 at its coal-fired power station in Texas shut on August 9 to repair a boiler tube leak should be returning to service on August 11

Reuters 7:43, August 10, 2005.

SCE’s 485 MW Big Creek Hydro Facility in California Shut August 10

Reuters 13:47, August 10, 2005.

DTE’s 259 MW Unit 1 at its Gas-fired LaPaloma Facility in California Shut August 10

Reuters 13:47, August 10, 2005.

InterGen’s 309 MW Unit II at its Gas-fired La Rosita Facility in Mexico Shut August 10

Reuters 13:47, August 10, 2005.

Petroleum

NYMEX Crude Closes Near Record $65

Refinery outages, concern about gasoline supplies, and rising tension in the Middle East helped propel crude prices on the New York Mercantile Exchange (NYMEX) to a new high of $65 per barrel during trading on August 10.  Prices closed just below the record at $64.90.  Prices on the spot market also surged reaching $64.80.  

Reuters 15:37, August 10, 2005.

BP Texas City Refinery Hydrotreater Shut

On Monday August 8, a leaking exchanger caused the shut down of a hydrotreater at BP’s 460,000 b/d Texas City, Texas refinery.   According to sources, this may result in reduction of runs in a nearby catalytic cracking unit.  The company indicated that the outage of the unit which had been running at 80,000 b/d was not expected to have a major impact on the overall out put of the refinery.

Reuters 9:24, August 10, 2005.

Oil Price Information Service, August 10, 2005

http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/DHS_Daily_Report_2005-08-10.pdf
Update-ConocoPhillips to Restart Borger, TX Refinery Sulfur Recovery Unit August 10

According to documents filed with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, ConocoPhillips expects to restart the sulfur recovery unit at its 145,000 b/d Borger refinery today; the process could last until August 15.  The restart planned for last weekend was when the refinery was hit with a power outage.

Oil Price Information Service, August 10, 2005

Natural Gas

Natural Gas Prices Jump Five Percent

Pressed by surging oil prices and continued hot weather in much of the country, natural gas futures on the NYMEX shot to a nine-month high gaining 5 percent on August 10.  Prices closed at $9.071 for near month September.

Reuters 15:16, August 10, 2005.

FERC Approves EnCana’s Entrega Pipeline

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) approved the 328 mile natural gas pipeline proposed by EnCana.  The line would deliver up to 1.3 billion cubic feet of gas per day from production areas in Colorado and Wyoming to markets in the eastern United States.  

Reuters 11:43, August 10, 2005.
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Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (08/10/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	64.80
	60.67
	44.72

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	8.82
	8.75


	5.64


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
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