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Update: Hurricane Katrina

For the latest Hurricane Katrina situation report from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy, please click on the following link: http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov
For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico, please click on the following link: http://www.mms.gov/
Hurricane Rita

Gas Pipelines Affected by Hurricane Rita

Due to production cuts in anticipation of hurricane Rita, many natural gas pipelines are shut or flowing at reduced rates.  These include: Texas Eastern Transmission, Enbridge Offshore Pipelines, Mississippi Canyon Gas Pipeline LLC, Stingray Pipeline Co LLC, Garden Banks Gas Pipeline LLC, Green Canyon, Tennessee Gas Pipeline, Natural Gas Pipeline Co of America, Transcontinental Gas Pipe Line.

http://www.platts.com/Natural%20Gas/News/6092288.xml?S=n
South Texas Project Nuclear Power Plant to Shut 

Two reactors at the South Texas Project power plant in Bay City, Tx will be shut down about seven hours before Rita makes landfall.  The plant itself will operate off power from other companies for cooling the fuel supply and spent fuel storage, according to a company spokesman.

http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/DHS_Daily_Report_2005-09-22.pdf
PEMEX Monitoring Storm to Evaluate Need to Divert Crude Shipments

PEMEX, the national oil company of Mexico announced that it is monitoring Hurricane Rita to determine if any shipments of oil must be diverted from U.S. markets.  PEMEX also has also evacuated two of its offshore production rigs in the Gulf of Mexico but indicated that at present the action has no impact on production.  

Reuters 16:24, September 22, 2005.

Electricity
Thunderstorm Leaves Tens of Thousands without Electricity in Minnesota

A severe thunderstorm with high wind and hail left tens of thousands of Xcel Energy customers without power Wednesday evening. 

http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/wire/sns-ap-stormy-weather,0,3445257.story?coll=sns-ap-nationworld-headlines
Thunderstorm Leaves Up to 24,000 without Power In Chicago Area 

A total of 24,000 ComEd customers were without power at some point Wednesday night, after storms hit the Chicago area.  Power was restored to all but about 1,000 customers by 10 am today.

http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-050922storms,1,347145.story
Update – Mirant Restarts Its Potomac River Plant

Mirant restarted the 88 MW unit 1 at its Potomac River power plant in northern Virginia after reaching an agreement with the Virginia Department of Environmental Quality that allows the single unit to run on a limited schedule to help meet needs of the Washington, DC area.  The plant had been shut since August 24 because of excessive emissions.

Reuters 14:09, September 22, 2005.

AEP’s 1,077 MW Unit 2 at its Cook Nuclear Generating Station in Michigan Shut September 22

The unit was shut to allow work to be performed on a reactor coolant pump.  

Reuters 14:29, September 22, 2005.

OPG’s 490 MW Coal-fired Unit 2 at its Nanticoke Generating Facility in Ontario Shut September 22

Reuters 14:29, September 22, 2005.

OPG’s 494 MW Coal-fired Unit 4 at its Lambton Generating Facility in Ontario Shut September 22

Reuters 14:29, September 22, 2005.

SCE’s 290 MW Big Creek Hydro Facility in California Shut September 22

Reuters 15:45, September 22, 2005.

Petroleum

Venezuelan Gasoline to Arrive on Sunday

The first shipment of an eventual one million barrels of Venezuelan gasoline will arrive in Port Everglades, Florida on Sunday.  Three more 240,000 barrel shipments will arrive by October 31.

http://www.platts.com/Oil/News/6093033.xml?S=n
Nigerian Militants Storm Oil Platform

Militants protesting the arrest of a militia leader stormed Chevron’s Idama platform forcing the shut-in of 8,400 b/d of production.  While the amount shut-in is small, the situation could become significant if the militants carry out their threat to blow up rigs and pipelines.  Shell announced that although it has withdrawn some non-essential personnel, its 950,000 b/d rate of production has not been affected.  

Reuters 14:46, September 22, 2005.

Shell’s Brent Bravo Remains Shut

Shell announced that the North Sea platform will remain shut until it is determined safe to restart operations.  The platform has been shut down since August 18 when a leak was discovered.  No time estimate was provided.

Reuters 13:44, September 22, 2005.

For additional information on petroleum, see Highlights/Major Developments

Natural Gas

Nothing to Report

For additional information on natural gas, see Highlights/Major Developments
Other News
Massey Energy Coal Preparation Plant Shut in West Virginia

The West Virginia Department of Environmental Protection closed the Massey Energy Bandmill preparation plant until a creek that was polluted by a slurry spill that occurred September 19 could be cleaned.  The company expected to finish cleaning the creek sometime on September 21.
http://www.platts.com/Coal/News/6091897.xml?S=n
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (09/22/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	67.07
	64.64
	48.37

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	14.84
	11.24
	5.58


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
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