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Highlights/Major Developments
Update: Hurricane Rita and Hurricane Katrina

For the latest damage assessment and restoration efforts concerning hurricanes Rita and Katrina see the latest Gulf Coast Hurricane situation report from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy @ http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  Starting with September 24th, a combined Hurricane Rita /Katrina situation report has been prepared called the Gulf Coast Hurricane situation report.  Prior Hurricane Rita and Hurricane Katrina situation reports can be found at that link as well.  
For the additional statistics on shut-in oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico, please click on the following link: http://www.mms.gov/
Hurricane Wilma

Two Drilling Rigs Evacuated Due to Hurricane Wilma

www.mms.gov
BP Pulls U.S. Gulf Non-essentials Due to Wilma

BP was evacuating non-essential workers from the central and eastern U.S. Gulf of Mexico due to massive Hurricane Wilma, the company said on Wednesday.  

Reuters, 12:45 October 19, 2005
Electricity

140,000 Lost Power in California

About 123,000 California Edison customers and 17,000 customers in Los Angeles lost power October 17 when after a quick, severe thunderstorm passed through the area.  Power outages lasted from seconds to minutes, between late Sunday and Monday afternoon, and mostly occurred in Los Angeles, Orange, San Bernardino and Riverside counties.

http://www.cnn.com/2005/WEATHER/10/18/california.storm.ap/index.html
Southern’s 1,152 MW Votgle Unit 1 Returns to Service

Southern Company announced that the 1,152 MW unit 2 at its Vogtle nuclear generating station returned to service on October 19 and had ramped up to 26 percent of capacity.  The unit shut on October 17 due to a problem with a steam generator valve. 

Reuters 12:16, October 19, 2005.

Failed Pump Idles Exelon’s Byron Unit 2

A failure in a condensate pump caused the 1,225 MW Unit 2 at Exelon’s Byron nuclear generating station in Illinois to automatically shut down.  Although the company had no estimate as to how long the unit would be out of service, traders estimated that the unit would be back on line within a week.  

Bloomberg 10:19, October 19, 2005.

Reuters 15:10, October 19, 2005

FPL’s Turkey Point Unit 3 Exiting Outage

The 693 MW unit 3 at FPL’s Turkey Point nuclear generating station began to exit an outage ramping up to 2 percent of capacity by early on October 19 according to the daily report of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  The unit was shut on October 15 when a problem developed with a feed water flow valve.

Reuters 7:52, October 19, 2005.

Exelon’s Limerick Unit 2 Ramps up to 90 Percent

The 1,134 MW unit 2 at Exelon’s Limerick nuclear generating station had ramped up to 90 percent of capacity by early October 19 according to the daily report of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  The unit had been shut on October 12.

Reuters 7:39, October 19, 2005.

Work on New 390 MW Power Plant in Montana Ordered Suspended

State regulators in Montana have ordered work on the 390 MW Bull Mountain coal development project suspended because they contend that the site preparation work constitutes strip mining.  The developer maintains that while a coal seam was uncovered during the preparation work that there is no intention of mining the find and consequently no mining permit is needed.  A hearing can be requested by the developer to contest the suspension. 

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=6029460
Gulf Outages Raise Speculation that Mohave’s Demise Could be Postponed

Speculation abounds that the Mohave coal-fired generating in Nevada, ordered to close at the end of this year could remain in service for some time as a result of demand constraints and record high prices in the aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Any action to postpone the closure would involve federal courts

NGI’s Power Marketer Today 10/18/05

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=6029700
For information on damage and restoration efforts to the electricity infrastructure and the number of power outages due to Hurricanes Rita and Katrina, please see the Gulf Coast Hurricane situation report from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy at the following link: http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  

Petroleum

Panda Energy Receives Approval for Ethanol Plant in Texas 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality approved a permit for Panda Energy Group to build a 100 million gallon biomass-fueled ethanol plant east of Hereford, Texas.  
http://www.kltv.com/Global/story.asp?S=3996013&nav=1TjD
Oil Drops as U.S. Crude Piles Up, Demand Wanes

Oil prices dropped on Wednesday after U.S. government data showed crude and gasoline piling up in storage tanks and consumers cutting down on fuel use.  U.S crude supplies are up nearly 12 percent over last year.

Adding pressure to prices, Hurricane Wilma was on a track away from vulnerable rigs in the Gulf of Mexico and nearby refineries.  U.S. crude settled down 79 cents to $62.41 a barrel, after losses of $1.16 on Tuesday. 

Reuters, 15:15 October 19, 2005

U.S. Refinery Profits Could Spur Building New Refinery - EIA
High refining profits will likely spur building of the first new U.S. refinery in nearly 30 years, the head of the Energy Information Administration said on Wednesday.   "The profit incentive is there to build additional capacity and we think it will happen," EIA Administrator Guy Caruso told a House Energy subcommittee hearing.  It would cost about $1 billion to build a 100,000-barrel-per-day refinery, based on a rule of thumb of about $1 million per 1,000 bpd of capacity, according to industry experts.

Reuters, 12:11 October 19, 2005

For information on damage and restoration efforts to the petroleum infrastructure due to Hurricanes Rita and Katrina, please see the Gulf Coast Hurricane situation report from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy at the following link: http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  
Natural Gas

MOU Signed by EnCana and Entrega in Support of Rockies Gas Pipeline 
In support of Kinder Morgan Energy Partners LP (KMP) and Sempra Pipelines & Storage's 1,500 mile Rockies Express natural gas pipeline project, the subsidiaries of EnCana Corporation and Entrega Gas Pipeline Inc. signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU). The proposed pipeline is designed to deliver growing gas supplies from the Rocky Mountains to upper Midwest and eastern U.S. markets.

Source: NGI's Daily Gas Price Index, October 19, 2005
http://intelligencepress.com/
For information on damage and restoration efforts to the natural gas infrastructure due to Hurricanes Rita and Katrina, please see the Gulf Coast Hurricane situation report from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy at the following link: http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  
Other News
Indian Point Nuclear Power Plant Sirens Tested 

Emergency sirens at Entergy’s Indian Point nuclear generating station were to be tested on October 18.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=6028553
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (10/19/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	62.18
	64.15
	53.28

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	13.52
	13.69
	  6.13


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
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