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Electricity 
 
Nearly 27,000 PPL Customers without Power in Pennsylvania after Tether from Drifting 
DOD Blimp Reportedly Snaps Power Lines  
Nearly 27,000 PPL customers in Columbia and Schuylkill counties in Pennsylvania were without power as of 3:45 
p.m. EDT Wednesday, which was reportedly caused by a dangling cable from a drifting blimp. At about 11:54 a.m. 
EDT, a 243-foot-long, Department of Defense (DOD) surveillance blimp broke free of its mooring at a U.S. Army 
base in Maryland and was dragging approximately 6,700 feet of tether cable. Witnesses in the Bloomsburg area later 
spotted the blimp and reported the dangling tether was snapping power lines. PPL said it was working to switch 
affected customers to other circuits and assessing damage to its system. The utility has not yet been determined how 
long repairs will take, or when power will be restored to all affected customers.  
https://twitter.com/pplelectric  
http://www.mcall.com/news/breaking/mc-norad-blimp-bloomsburg-pennsylvania-20151028-story.html  
 
Power Restored to 22,000 Hydro One Customer in Ontario after Substation Malfunction 
October 27 
Hydro One reported that all power was restored Tuesday evening after a substation malfunction knocked out power 
to 22,000 customers earlier that day. The affected customers were primarily in the Kingston area of Eastern Ontario. 
The company said the malfunction occurred in the electrical control and protection equipment at the company’s 
Frontenac Transformer Station.  
https://twitter.com/HydroOne 
http://www.hydroone.com/StormCenter3/ 
http://www.thewhig.com/2015/10/27/power-outage-affects-kingston-and-region 
 
Exelon’s 855 MW Quad Cities Nuclear Unit 1 in Illinois Reduced to 87 Percent by October 
28 
On the morning of October 27 the unit was operating at full power. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2015/ 

AES’s 498 MW Alamitos Gas-fired Unit 5 in California Shut by October 27 
The unit entered an unplanned outage. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201510271515.html 
 
AES’s 495 MW Alamitos Gas-fired Unit 6 in California Shut by October 27 
The unit entered an unplanned outage. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201510271515.html 
 
AES’s 496 MW Redondo Gas-fired Unit 8 in California Reduced by October 27 
The unit entered an unplanned curtailment of 246 MW. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201510271515.html 
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Panda Power Funds Finances 1,124 MW Hummel Coal-to-Natural Gas Power Conversion 
Project in Pennsylvania 
Panda Power Funds has financed the 1,124 MW Panda Hummel Station power plant —one of the largest coal-to-
natural gas power conversion projects in the United States. The plant will be located at the site of the retired 
Sunbury coal-fired power plant near Shamokin Dam in Snyder County, Pennsylvania. The 400 MW, 65-year-old 
plant was shuttered in 2014 in response to low natural gas prices and the onset of strict environmental regulations. 
The Panda Hummel generating station will be fueled with Marcellus Shale gas, which is expected to provide the 
project with a significant operating cost advantage. The plant is expected to supply large power markets, including 
Philadelphia and the New York metropolitan area when it enters commercial operations in the first quarter of 2018. 

 

http://newsroom.pandafunds.com/press-release/panda-power-funds-finances-one-largest-coal-natural-gas-power-
conversion-projects-unit 

 
Petroleum 

 
Update: Marathon May Idle FCCU, CDU at Its 451,000 b/d Galveston Bay, Texas Refinery 
October 27 – Sources 
Marathon Petroleum Corp’s 120,000 b/d fluid catalytic cracking unit (FCCU) 3 may be idle for up to another month 
of repairs at its Galveston Bay Refinery in Texas after an attempt to restart the unit failed over the weekend, sources 
familiar with plant operations said on Tuesday. Marathon is also considering idling a 218,500 b/d crude distillation 
unit (CDU) at the refinery to reduce gas oil production, the sources said. The CDU, known as Pipestill 3B, has been 
at minimal rates since FCCU 3 was shut in early October. The most optimistic projection for completing the repairs 
on FCCU 3 is two weeks, one of the sources said. The refinery’s other 218,500 b/d CDU, Pipestill 3A, may be cut to 
minimum rates while Pipestill 3B is shut, according to the sources. FCCU 3 was knocked out of production by an 
electrical power interruption on October 1. On October 7, Marathon decided to keep the unit shut to repair a 
regenerator cyclone that separates catalyst from the gas oil feedstock the unit makes into gasoline. FCCU 3 has been 
losing large amounts of catalyst each day in the past week, the sources said. The refinery’s 60,000 b/d FCCU 1 has 
remained in operation since FCCU 3 was first shut. The refinery’s FCCU 2 was permanently shuttered under 
previous owner BP and later demolished. 
Reuters, 18:25 October 27, 2015 
 
Shell Reports Operational Upset at Its 316,600 b/d Deer Park, Texas Refinery October 27 
Royal Dutch Shell reported its Deer Park, Texas refinery experienced an operational upset that resulted in flaring. 
Reuters, 16:37 October 27, 2015 
 
Crude Stocks Rise as Distillate Declines More than Expected – EIA  
U.S. crude stocks rose last week, while gasoline stocks and distillate inventories fell, data from the Energy 
Information Administration (EIA) showed on Wednesday. Crude inventories rose by 3.4 million barrels in the last 
week, compared with analysts’ expectations for an increase of 3.4 million barrels. Crude stocks at the Cushing, 
Oklahoma delivery hub fell by 785,000 barrels, EIA said. Distillate stockpiles, which include diesel and heating oil, 
fell by 3 million barrels, versus expectations for a 1.7 million barrels drop, the EIA data showed. 
Reuters, 10:38 October 28, 2015 
 
EXCO Suspends Drilling in Eagle Ford Shale in Texas, Cites Low Oil Prices 
EXCO Resources Inc said on Tuesday that it suspended oil exploration in the Eagle Ford shale of South Texas 
because of low crude prices. In the third quarter, EXCO said it drilled only four wells and produced 7,300 b/d in the 
region. EXCO, which is currently restructuring its operations, said it plans to redeploy capital from south Texas into 
higher-return wells like those it is drilling in east Texas.  
Reuters, 17:59 October 27, 2015 
 
Shell Halts Construction on Its 80,000 b/d Carmon Creek Project in Alberta 
Royal Dutch Shell on Tuesday announced it will not continue construction of the 80,000 b/d Carmon Creek thermal 
in-situ project located in Alberta. Shell originally sanctioned the project in October 2013 and announced in March 
2015 that the project would be re-phased to take advantage of the market downturn to optimize design and retender 
certain contracts. Shell will retain the Carmon Creek leases and preserve some equipment while continuing to study 
the options for this asset.  
http://www.shell.com/global/aboutshell/media/news-and-media-releases/2015/shell-to-halt-carmon-creek-in-situ-
project.html 
http://www.downstreamtoday.com/news/article.aspx?a_id=49708 
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Natural Gas 
 
Enable Gas Transmission Issues Force Majeure for Its Amber Compressor Station in 
Oklahoma October 27 
Enable Gas Transmission (EGT) on Tuesday declared force majeure citing unplanned maintenance at its Amber 
Compressor Station in Grady County, Oklahoma. The company said it will begin repairing its Amber Compressor 
Station in its West 1 Pooling Area. During this maintenance, capacity through the Amber Compressor Station will 
be limited to approximately 440,000 dth/d and point operators will experience higher pressure. 
http://pipelines.enablemidstream.com/viewReport.aspx?Pipeline=EGT&ReportType=NOTICES:CriticalNotices&U
RL=http://pipelines.centerpointenergy.com/stellent/groups/public/documents/ebb/cnp286813.htm 
 
TransCanada’s Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project in British Columbia Receives Oil, 
Gas Commission Approvals October 27 
TransCanada Corporation on Tuesday announced it received final permits from the BC Oil and Gas Commission 
(BCOGC), giving regulatory approval for the construction and operation of the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission 
pipeline project (PRGT). The BCOGC permits cover the entire 559-mile route from just north of Hudson’s Hope, 
British Columbia (B.C.) to Lelu Island, off the coast of Port Edward, near Prince Rupert. The permits also approve 
construction of three compressor stations and a meter station where the gas is to be delivered to the Pacific 
NorthWest (PNW) LNG facility. The PRGT project—approximately 485-miles of land pipeline and 68-miles of 
marine pipeline—will connect the natural gas production in the Montney fields of northeastern B.C. with the 
proposed PNW LNG liquefaction facility on Lelu Island. In order for PRGT to proceed with construction, PNW 
LNG must receive a positive decision from the federal government under the Canadian Environmental Assessment 
Act, 2012. Once approval is received, and PNW LNG has confirmed its decision to proceed with the project, PRGT 
will begin site preparation for camp locations and right-of-way clearing, with commencement of pipeline 
construction activities shortly thereafter. 
http://www.transcanada.com/news-releases-article.html?id=1996301&t 
 
 

Other News 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
 

International News 
 
Mexico’s Pemex Receives 75,000 b/d License to Swap Heavy Crude with U.S. Light Crude  
Pemex on Wednesday said it had received a license from the U.S. to import light crude in exchange for exports of its 
own heavier crude oil for the first time, but with a lower ceiling than originally planned. The terms of the year-long 
license will allow Pemex’s commercial arm, Pemex Comercio Internacional, to import U.S. light crude to process in 
its refineries from October, with the limit capped at 75,000 b/d, the company said. A Pemex spokesman said the 
decision to cut the original plan to import up to 100,000 b/d was made in accordance with the company’s present 
needs at its refineries. The first U.S. shipment would arrive in Mexico from the first half of November, he added. 
Reuters, 11:14 October 28, 2015 
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Energy Prices  
 

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices 
October 28, 2015 

 Today Week Ago Year Ago 
CRUDE OIL 
West Texas Intermediate U.S. 
$/Barrel 

45.88 45.17 80.96 

NATURAL GAS  
Henry Hub 
$/Million Btu 

2.07 2.45 3.54 

Source: Reuters 
 
 

Links 
 
This Week in Petroleum from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp  
Updated every Wednesday.  
 
Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA 
http://www.eia.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html 
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM ET every Wednesday. 
 
Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA  
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp 
Updated after 2:00 PM ET every Thursday. 
 
 

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY 
 
Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published 
Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it 
provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage.  Energy Assurance Daily is updated 
online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. ET.  For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and 
Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:  
http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx 
 

Please direct comments and questions to:  ead@oe.netl.doe.gov 
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