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Electricity 
 
Update: Southern’s 839 MW Farley Nuclear Unit 2 in Alabama Restarts November 13, 
Ramps Up to Full Power by November 16 
On the morning of November, 15 the unit was operating at 62 percent after restarting and ramping up to 10 percent 
on November 13. The unit was shut from 75 percent on November 8. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2015/ 

Update: Progress Energy’s 872 MW Brunswick Nuclear Unit 1 in North Carolina at Full 
Power by November 15 
On the morning of November 14, the unit was operating at 88 percent after restarting on November 11. The unit was 
shut on November 8. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2015/ 

Exelon’s 1,163 MW Byron Nuclear Unit 1 in Illinois Reduced to 72 Percent by November 
15 
On the morning of November 14 the unit was operating at full power. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2015/ 

Exelon’s 1,131 MW Byron Nuclear Unit 2 in Illinois Reduced to 71 Percent by November 
15 
On the morning of November 14 the unit was operating at 82 percent. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2015/ 

Entergy’s 1,207 MW Grand Gulf Nuclear Unit 1 in Mississippi at Full Power by November 
15 
On the morning of November 14 the unit was operating at 87 percent, reduced from 99 percent on November 12. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2015/ 

Entergy’s 966 MW River Bend Nuclear Unit 1 in Louisiana Reduced to 65 Percent by 
November 14 
On the morning of November 13 the unit was operating at full power. 

 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2015/ 

Mirant’s 530 MW Pittsburg Unit 7 Gas-fired Unit in California Reduced by November 13 
The unit entered an unplanned curtailment of 130 MW. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201511131515.html 
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Petroleum 
 
PHMSA Orders Plains All American to Shut Oil Pipeline in California November 12 
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA), in a 
Corrective Action Order (CAO) amendment issued last Thursday, ordered Plains All American Pipeline LP to purge 
a California pipeline system of crude oil to prevent further corrosion after its Line 901 pipeline ruptured and spilled 
up to 3,400 barrels of crude and fouled Santa Barbara County shores last May. Line 901 has been shut and empty 
since the spill, and the damaged section was excavated and removed shortly thereafter. Line 903, also shut, has been 
full of crude oil since late May except for a section that operates intermittently at lower pressures, PHMSA said. 
According to the amended CAO, Plains must remove the oil from Line 903, a 130-mile pipeline running inland from 
Gaviota, California to Kern County, and from three Freeport McMoRan offshore pipelines that feed Line 903. 
PHMSA said surveys have shown that Line 903 has similar corrosion characteristics as Line 901. PHMSA said in 
the order made public on Friday that the crude could contain corrosive elements and must be purged to head off 
another potential breach. Plains cannot restart its system without PHMSA’s approval. PHMSA, as well as the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Department of Justice, and California State and County agencies are 
investigating the spill. 
http://www.phmsa.dot.gov/pv_obj_cache/pv_obj_id_B5EF5CF4C40AED2ACB35EE030BDB5CFAD5B60400/file
name/52015_5011H_Amendment_No2_Corrective_Action_Order.pdf 
Reuters, 17:30 November 13, 2015 
 
Canadian Prime Minister to Transport Ministry: Implement Oil Tanker Ban along 
Northern British Columbia Coast 
Canada will implement a moratorium on oil tanker traffic along the northern coast of British Columbia. In a letter 
released on Friday, the Canadian Prime Minister instructed the Minister of Transport to work with numerous other 
ministries to formalize a ban on oil tanker traffic. Listed as one of seven top priorities for the Transport Ministry, 
more details on timing are expected after Parliament opens on December 3. The ban would interfere with Enbridge 
Inc’s Northern Gateway pipeline project, which would carry oil sands crude from near Edmonton, Alberta, to a 
deepwater port at Kitimat, British Columbia for export to Asian markets. Efforts to move oil by rail to northern 
British Columbia ports would also no longer be viable, but the moratorium would not impact the proposed tripling 
of capacity on Kinder Morgan’s Trans Mountain pipeline, as that project is in the south. 
Reuters, 17:41 November 13, 2015 
 
Chevron’s 330,000 b/d Pascagoula, Mississippi Refinery Resumes Normal Operations after 
Minor Leak November 16 – Energy News Today  
Chevron Corp returned its refinery in Pascagoula, Mississippi to normal operations after a minor leak shut portions 
of the plant over the weekend, Energy News Today (ENT) reported. The leak of hydrogen sulfide was isolated to a 
pipeline and repaired, said ENT. After a hydrogen sulfide alarm went off on Friday, an unspecified section of the 
plant was shut, according to the report from local news. The shutdown was confirmed in a filing with the National 
Response Center (NRC) made public on Monday. The NRC filing did not specify whether the whole plant or just a 
section was shut. Chevron said the refinery continues to supply the market. 
Reuters, 10:52 November 16, 2015 
Reuters, 11:17 November 16, 2015 
 
ExxonMobil Says Operations Normal at Its 502,500 b/d Baton Rouge, Louisiana Refinery 
November 16  
ExxonMobil Corp said all operations at its Baton Rouge, Louisiana refinery were normal following the restart of a 
103,000 b/d vacuum distillation unit (VDU) associated with a 210,000 b/d crude section (Pipestill 10) at the 
refinery. The unit had been offline since November 9, Genscape reported.  
Reuters, 9:13 November 16, 2015 
 
HollyFrontier’s 138,000 b/d El Dorado, Kansas Refinery FCCU Online after Boiler Loss 
November 16 – Source 
A fluid catalytic cracking unit (FCCU) at HollyFrontier Corp’s refinery in El Dorado, Kansas was running after the 
loss of a boiler associated with the unit, a source familiar with plant operations said on Monday. Genscape earlier 
reported flaring at the refinery.  
Reuters, 8:14 November 16, 2015 
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Valero Reports Flaring from FCCU at Its 335,000 b/d Port Arthur, Texas Refinery 
November 15 
Valero Energy Corp reported flaring from a fluid catalytic cracking unit (FCCU) at its refinery in Port Arthur, Texas 
on Sunday, according to a filing with state pollution regulators. 
Reuters, 20:53 November 15, 2015 
 
ExxonMobil Reports Unplanned Flaring at Its 149,500 b/d Torrance, California Refinery 
November 14 
ExxonMobil Corp reported unplanned flaring at its refinery in Torrance, California, according to a filing with the 
South Coast Air Quality Management District. 
Reuters, 22:07 November 14, 2015 
 
Phillips 66 Reports Flaring at Its 139,000 b/d Wilmington, California Refinery November 
16 
Phillips 66 reported flaring at its Wilmington, California refinery, according to a filing with the California 
Emergency Management Agency. 
Reuters, 9:14 November 16, 2015 
 
North Dakota Oil Production Falls to 1,160,000 b/d in September – State Industrial 
Commission 
Oil production in North Dakota fell 25,000 b/d to 1,160,000 b/d in September, monthly data from the state Industrial 
Commission showed. 
Reuters, 13:50 November 13, 2015 
 
 

Natural Gas 
 
PG&E Natural Gas Pipeline Ruptures, Kills One Person in California November 13 
One person was killed and three others were injured on Friday when a Pacific Gas & Electric Corp (PG&E) natural 
gas line in Bakersfield, California was struck and ruptured by farming equipment, triggering a 200-foot explosion 
and fire, officials said. PG&E said the gas line was quickly shut down. But the operator of the farming equipment 
was killed with three others hospitalized. The California Public Utilities Commission has since dispatched an 
investigator to the site. 
https://www.facebook.com/kerncountyfire/?fref=photo 
Reuters, 1:38 November 14, 2015 
 
Regency Reports AGI Compressor Shut at Its 290 MMcf/d Waha Gas Plant in Texas 
November 13 
Regency reported the acid gas injector (AGI) compressor shut on high first stage suction temperature. The suction 
temperature was corrected and the AGI compressor was reset and restarted. 
http://www2.tceq.texas.gov/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=223009 
 
TransCanada Announced 2.7 Bcf/d of New Contracts Leads to $570 Million NGTL System 
Expansion in Alberta, British Columbia 
TransCanada Corporation announced today that its wholly-owned subsidiary, NOVA Gas Transmission Ltd. 
(NGTL), has signed contracts for approximately 2.7 Bcf/d of new firm natural gas transportation service that will 
require a $570 million system expansion by 2018. Significant growth in unconventional natural gas supplies in 
northwestern Alberta and northeastern British Columbia are the primary driver for these new contracts, coupled with 
continued growth in market demand. The 2018 expansion includes 55-miles of 20- to 48-inch pipeline, one new 
compressor, approximately 35 new and expanded meter stations, and other associated facilities. Applications to 
construct and operate the various components of the 2018 expansion program will be filed with the National Energy 
Board between the second quarter of 2016 and the fourth quarter of 2016. Subject to regulatory approvals, 
construction is expected to start in 2017, with all facilities expected to be in service in 2018. 
http://www.transcanada.com/news-releases-article.html?id=2002782&t 
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Other News 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
 

International News 
 
Nothing to report. 
 
 

Energy Prices  
 

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices 
November 16, 2015 

 Today Week Ago Year Ago 
CRUDE OIL 
West Texas Intermediate U.S. 
$/Barrel 

41.63 43.82 73.30 

NATURAL GAS  
Henry Hub 
$/Million Btu 

2.01 2.17 4.17 

Source: Reuters 
 
 

Links 
 
This Week in Petroleum from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp  
Updated every Wednesday.  
 
Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA 
http://www.eia.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html 
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM ET every Wednesday. 
 
Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA  
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp 
Updated after 2:00 PM ET every Thursday. 
 
 

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY 
 
Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published 
Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it 
provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage.  Energy Assurance Daily is updated 
online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. ET.  For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and 
Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:  
http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx 
 

Please direct comments and questions to:  ead@oe.netl.doe.gov 
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