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Electricity

Operator at Nuclear Plant Falls Asleep
At the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant in Paducah, KY, an employee of the United States Enrichment Corporation (the operator of the facility) has been suspended for falling asleep Thursday, November 13, in a building where a hazardous chemical is withdrawn from production. "There were two operators there," a company spokesman said, noting that the other person was working outside the building. The building, amid the 740-acre fenced area of the plant, is where a gas called depleted uranium hexafluoride is withdrawn from piping into large cylinders and allowed to cool into a material that resembles rock salt. Tens of thousands of the cylinders are stored at the plant. Spent UF6 is hazardous because it releases caustic hydrogen fluoride if it comes into contact with moisture in the air. http://www.nipc.gov/dailyreports/2003/November/DHS_IAIP_Daily_2003-11-18.pdf
Petroleum

ConocoPhillips Restarts Louisiana Cat Cracker
ConocoPhillips 104,000-barrel-per-day gasoline-making fluid catalytic cracking unit restarted Friday at the company's Alliance oil refinery in Belle Chasse, Louisiana, a company spokeswoman said Tuesday.  The cat cracker was shut on Oct. 23, sources said at the time, after a glitch at the plant, which has a total crude distillation capacity of about 257,000 bpd and is located southeast of New Orleans. http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031118/energy_conoco_refinery_1.html
Motiva restarts units at Delaware City refinery
Motiva Enterprises LLC restarted several units at its 175,000 barrels per day (bpd) refinery in Delaware City, Delaware, late Monday which had been shut or operating at reduced rates after problems caused by bad weather last Thursday, according to the company's Web site.  "The refinery has restarted, or is in the process of restarting, several units. A return to planned operating rates is expected this week," a statement said.  Traders in the New York Harbor area said the reduced rates at the refinery had supported gasoline values in the Northeast.
http://www.forbes.com/home_europe/newswire/2003/11/18/rtr1151829.html
U.S. MTBE Bans Could Disrupt Europe Gasoline Flows into U.S.
The ban on MTBE in Connecticut and New York to take effect on January 1, 2004 could hamper Europe’s ability to supply U.S. gasoline during peak summer demand and drive up U.S. prices next year, traders and industry sources said today.  
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NYMEX Crude, Gasoline Surges Midday on Technicals
NYMEX crude oil futures were sharply higher at midday on Tuesday in a spurt of technical buying that appears to be an attempt to probe resistance levels, traders said.   Gasoline futures continued to rally on what traders said were concerns that flooding in Houston may have affected refineries there, but several al U.S. Gulf Coast refiners, including Petroleos deVenezuela's Citgo Petroleum Corp., ConocoPhillips and Valero Energy Corp. said Tuesday they did not curtail operations because of heavy rains and storms in the Houston area on Monday.                               http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031118/markets_energy_nymex_3.html  

US Gulf Coast Refiners Not Hampered by Heavy Rains in Houston http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031118/energy_refineries_flooding_1.html
Natural Gas 

Large Drop in Natural Gas Prices Today                                                                                                                  This large drop of nearly 15% in price is probably due to mild forecasts for most of the nation.  See Energy Prices below.  Yesterday’s price at 1500 was $4.49 per Million Btu.  
Other News

Two Congressional Panels Approve Energy Bill  

After months of sometimes bitter wrangling, Congress is on the verge of approving a far-reaching energy bill that would provide billions of dollars in tax breaks for oil, gas and coal industries and bring an economic boon to farmers who grow corn for ethanol.   House and Senate negotiators finished the bill late Monday after rejecting a string of amendments from Democrats who criticized the GOP-crafted legislation as a "hodgepodge of subsidies" for traditional energy industries and harmful to the environment.  Republicans countered that the bill, including $23 billion in tax incentives, provided a blueprint for diversifying the nation's energy sources and improving the reliability of electricity transmission systems.  Senate conferees approved the measure on an 8-5 vote after House negotiators approved it by voice vote.  The House moved quickly with plans to take up the legislation Tuesday, where it cannot be amended and faces a simple up-or-down vote.  The Senate could finish the bill by week's end, sending President Bush legislation on one of his top domestic priorities. http://www.cnn.com/2003/ALLPOLITICS/11/18/energy.bill.ap/index.html                                          Source: Reuters 0024 18 Nov 2003                                                                                                 
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/18/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago

	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	33.23
	31.15
	26.73

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       3.85
	       4.50
	       3.92


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Last Updated on November 13, 2003

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Last Updated on November 13, 2003

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

