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Highlights/Major Developments
Update: Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma

For damage assessment and restoration efforts concerning hurricanes, see the Gulf Coast Hurricanes situation reports from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy @ http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico, please click on the following link: http://www.mms.gov/ooc/press/2005/press1118.htm
For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production and pipeline status in Louisiana, please click on the following link: http://dnr.louisiana.gov/sec/execdiv/pubinfo/daily-onshore-prod.ssi
Damage Assessment Information

Exxon’s Chalmette Refinery Back on Line

ExxonMobil announced that the 190,000 b/d Chalmette refinery, a joint venture of ExxonMobil and PDVSA, returned to operational status following repairs to the damage suffered from Hurricane Katrina.  According to trading sources, the refinery is operating normally.

Reuters 9:10, November 22, 2005.

Electricity

Strong Winds Coupled with Snow Leave 25,000 Without Power in Georgia

Some 25,000 Georgia Power customers in the Atlanta area lost power as a wind and snow storm downed power lines in the area.  By early November 21, power had been restored to all but about 2,000 customers. 

http://www.usatoday.com/weather/storms/2005-11-22-georgia-snow_x.htm
Failed Insulator Knocks Out Power to 20,000 in Taunton, Massachusetts

An early morning failed insulator at a generating plant created a short circuit at 1:48 a.m. that left some 20,000 customers of Taunton Municipal Lighting and Power without electricity.  According to the company, only a small portion of the city had power.  Most customers lost power for two and four hours.

Source: The Enterprise, November 22, 2005

http://www.enterprisenews.com/articles/2005/11/22/news/news/news06.txt
W. A. Parish Unit 5 in Texas Shut for Unplanned Maintenance

The Texas Genco announced that the dual fueled (coal/natural gas) 646 MW W. A. Parish Unit 5 will be shut on November 22 for unplanned maintenance.  The company anticipates that the unit will be returned to service on November 23.

Reuters 7:41, November 22, 2005.

Interest in Coal-fired Generation Sparked by High Natural Gas Prices

The high cost of natural gas has sparked interest in coal-fired generation according to the Department of Energy’s National Energy Technology laboratory.  The latest data show that approximately 129 coal-fired plants have been proposed to be built over the next 20 years.

NGI’s Daily Gas Price Index, November 21, 2005

http://intelligencepress.com/
SCE’s 502 MW Gas-fired Unit 4 at its Mountainview facility shut November 21

Reuters 19:23, November 21, 2005.

Petroleum

Gasoline Drops to Lowest Price in Five Months – EIA

Despite the approach of the Thanksgiving holiday, the latest data from the Energy Information Administration, shows that the U.S. average price for a gallon of gasoline fell to the lowest level since June 20.  The average price fell 9.5 cents to reach $2.20 per gallon.

Reuters 17:02, November 21, 2005.

DOE Adds Mississippi to List of Possible Sites for New SPR Site 

Mississippi has been added to a list of possible sites for a new Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) site.  In September, DOE announced that three existing  SPR sites would be expanded and that a new site would be developed as well.  At that time, DOE was considering only Texas or Louisiana for the new site; now DOE will also consider locations in Mississippi.

Reuters 12:26, November 22, 2005.

All Units Back Up and Running at Valero’s Houston Refinery

Valero announced on November 22 that all units at its 135,000 b/d Houston refinery had been restarted and were operating at full capacity following a power outage on November 21.

Reuters 12:18, November 22, 2005.

Reuters 16:19, November 21, 2005.

Energy Secretary Is Confident that Saudis Can Meet Expansion Goals

Speaking to reporters, Secretary of Energy Bodman expressed a high degree of confidence that Saudi Arabia will be successful in its effort to expand its crude oil production capacity to 12.5 million barrels per day

Reuters 11:40, November 22, 2005.

Pipeline Approved to Supply Planned Arizona Refinery with Mexican Crude

Arizona Clean Fuels has received approval from Mexico for the construction of a pipeline to bring crude oil from Mexico to the planned 150,000 b/d refinery to be located southwest of Phoenix. 

Reuters 10:34, November 22, 2005.

Natural Gas

Occidental Signs With Sonatrach To Supply LNG to U.S. Gulf Coast

Occidental Petroleum Corp, has signed a letter of intent with Sonatrach, the state oil company of Algeria, for Sonatrach to reserve capacity at the Ingleside Energy LNG terminal project in the U.S. Gulf of Mexico.  In addition, Sonatrach will become a partner in the project.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/gas/news_article.cfm?id=6109322
Florida Gas Transmission Planning Replacement of Gas Pipeline 

Florida Gas Transmission Company announced that it is planning to replace some of its system in Broward County in Florida.  Estimated cost of the project is $110 million. 

Reuters 9:08, November 22, 2005.

Update: Pre-filing Process Started for Rockies Express Pipeline

FERC has granted a request made by Kinder Morgan and Sempra to initiate the pre-filing process for the Rockies Express Pipeline project.  The pre-filing process should facilitate coordination of the project with other agencies and speed up the review of the project.  The pre-filing process applies only to the first segment of the proposed $3 billon project. 

NGI’s Daily Gas Price Index, November 21, 2005.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/gas/news_article.cfm?id=6110716
Update: Kinder Morgan and Sempra Sign MOU with Overthrust for Rockies Express Pipeline Capacity

Kinder Morgan and Sempra announced on November 22 that Overthrust Pipeline Company, a subsidiary of Questar, has signed a binding memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the Rockies Express Pipeline LLC for a long-term lease for up to 1.5 bcf/d that will support the expansion of the Entrega Gas Pipeline.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/gas/news_article.cfm?id=6110656
Other News
Surging Coal Demand Means Worker Shortage in Eastern Mines

The upturn in coal demand has resulted in new mines and the reopening of shuttered mines and has also led to concern that a labor shortage is impacting the ability to meet production targets.

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2005/11/20/AR2005112000609.html?sub=AR
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/22/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	58.30
	57.05
	48.74

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	10.31
	9.21
	5.24


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 10:30 am (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 12:00 noon (Eastern time) on Wednesday for Thanksgiving week
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