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Electricity

Alliant Manually Trips Iowa Duane Arnold Nuke

Alliant Energy manually tripped its 580 megawatt Duane Arnold nuclear unit in Iowa on Tuesday afternoon, the company told the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in an event report on Wednesday. The company said it shut the unit due to "degrading condenser vacuum during power ascension" when it was operating at 20 percent of capacity. An air and leakage issue caused a problem with the vacuum.  The unit was in process of returning to operation following repair of condenser expansion joint.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031126/utilities_alliant_duanearnold_1.html
Bloomberg, 1058 Nov 26 2003
Dominion’s Virginia Surry 2 Nuke Repairing Oil System

Dominion’s 812 megawatt Surry 2 nuclear plant in Virginia remained shut on Tuesday for repairs to a lubricating oil system.  The unit was exiting a refueling outage Saturday when operators discovered a problem with a seal oil system for a turbine generator shaft.  

Reuters, 1045 Nov 25 2003

FirstEnergy’s Perry 1 Nuke Cuts Power, Completes Testing, Ramps Back Up
First Energy’s Perry 1 1320 MW nuclear unit cut power back to 82% today to continue fuel testing according to the NRC.  The plant then completed the fuel testing and control rod adjustments and began to ramp back up to full power.  It is currently at 99% capacity. 
Bloomberg, 0917 & 1410 Nov 25 2003

FERC Orders AEP to Join Grid Over States' Protests

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ordered American Electric Power Co. Inc. to join the mid-Atlantic power grid in a direct challenge to Virginia and Kentucky, which have barred the giant Midwest utility from taking such action. In an order issued late Tuesday and made public on Wednesday, FERC commissioners said AEP must join the PJM Interconnection LLC grid to honor a pledge it made when it merged with Central and South West Corp. in 2000. The PJM market serves eastern and mid-Atlantic states. Columbus, Ohio-based AEP's 23,000-mile grid stretches from Michigan to Virginia across seven eastern states and is considered the backbone of the Midwest grid.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031126/utilities_aep_2.html
U.S. West Power Prices Lower Amid Continued Rains

Spot prices were lower on Tuesday, weakened by expectations that loads may drop off next weekend while continued rains boosted hydropower supplies. 

Reuters 1332 Nov 25 2003

Petroleum

ExxonMobil Shuts Unit at Refinery in Torrance, California                                   ExxonMobil reported last evening that a unit at its 160,000 barrel per day Torrance refinery had to shut down Tuesday morning.  The plant was operating “pretty close” to normal according to the company while the repairs are made.  A spokesman for the South Coast Air Quality Management District said the refinery’s hydrogen plant closed after an excessive buildup of condensate occurred within its lines.  The hydrogen is used to process crude oil in other parts of the refinery.                                                    Bloomberg, 1826 Nov 25 2003   

U.S. Ethanol Price May Rise to 2-Year High on Refinery Demand                            The average price of ethanol currently at $1.7166 per gallon according to Bloomberg data, is the highest it has been since September 2001, just after terrorists attacked the World Trade Center and the Pentagon.  The price may rise as an additional 700 million gallons of the fuel will be needed as MTBE bans take effect in California, New York, and Connecticut on January 1, 2004.  These states will then have to blend ethanol (instead of MTBE) into their gasoline to make reformulated gasoline.                                                Bloomberg, 0401 Nov 26 2003
Natural Gas 

Nothing to report.
Other News

Nothing to report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/26/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago

	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	30.33
	31.43
	26.40

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       4.86
	  4.77
	       4.42


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Last Updated on November 26, 2003

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Last Updated on November 20, 2003  (Update will not be published Thanksgiving weekend.) 

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

