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Highlights/Major Developments
Update: Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma

For damage assessment and restoration efforts concerning hurricanes, see the Gulf Coast Hurricanes situation reports from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy @ http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico, please click on the following link: http://www.mms.gov
For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production and pipeline status in Louisiana, please click on the following link: http://dnr.louisiana.gov/sec/execdiv/pubinfo/daily-onshore-prod.ssi
Electricity

Second Failure in Three Days Leaves 30,000 Without Power on Pasco County, Florida

The failure of a transmission line early on the morning of November 27 resulted in the loss of power to some 30,000 customers of the Withlacoochee River Electric Cooperative in Pasco County, Florida.  By noon service had been restored to approximately 15,000 customers; power was restored to the remaining customers by around 2 pm.  The outage was the second interruption to occur over the Thanksgiving holiday.  On November 25, an insulator failed leading to the collapse of a 110,000-volt transmission line.    

http://www.hernandotoday.com/MGBXF3OQJGE.html
Blizzard Conditions Cut Power to Thousands from the Dakotas to Arkansas

Snow, high winds, tornados, and extended blizzard warnings affected the mid-section of the country.  Thousands were reported to have lost power in Arkansas.  Freezing rain cut power to as many as 12,000 customers of Otter Tail Power in western Minnesota, South Dakota and North Dakota.  More than 13,500 customers of Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas and Entergy Arkansas lost power as well.  For some customers living in very rural areas restoration could be several days away in some cases.   
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/nation/sns-ap-stormy-weather,0,2173581.story?coll=ny-leadnationalnews-headlines
http://www.grandforks.com/mld/grandforks/news/13276958.htm
http://www.wreg.com/Global/story.asp?S=4173292&nav=3HvE
http://www.aberdeennews.com/mld/aberdeennews/news/13276699.htm
35,000 Lose Power in Columbus, Ohio due to Explosion November 28

About 35,000 American Electric Power customers lost power in Columbus early Monday morning due to an explosion at a power station.  According to arson investigators, the explosion was caused when two power lines come into contact.  As of Monday afternoon, 26,000 customers still had no power.

http://www.onnnews.com/Global/story.asp?S=4172825&nav=Lrzs
Millstone License Renewal Gets NRC Approval

Dominion Resources received approval from the Nuclear Regulatory commission for the renewal of licenses for its two Millstone nuclear units in Connecticut.  The licenses were extended for a period of 37 years (unit 2 until 2035 and unit 3 until 2045).

Bloomberg, 14:30, November 28, 2005.

NRC Creates Taskforce to Assess Preparations for and Response to Hurricanes

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has established a task force to examine the preparations for and the response to the 2005 hurricane season with respect to nuclear power plants.  The taskforce will present its findings sometime in February 2006.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=6116151
Construction of 230 kV Transmission Line in Wyoming Completed

Construction of the 74-mile Carr Draw-Teckla 230 kV transmission line has been completed according to Basin Electric Power Cooperative.  Basin is now in the permitting stage for a second 230 kV line, the 140 mile Hughes Transmission Project.  Both lines are seen as vital to meeting the demand growth from the Powder River Basin coal mining operations.

Source: Gillette News Record, November 22, 2005.

http://www.gillettenewsrecord.com/articles/2005/11/22/news/news3.txt
Dominion’s Kewaunee Nuclear Generating Station Returns to Full Power

The 539 MW Kewaunee nuclear generating station of Dominion Resources in Wisconsin was operating at 100 percent of capacity according to a report of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission issued on November 28.  The unit had been shut since November 21 so that operators could investigate a build up of moisture in a generator.

Reuters 8:50, November 28, 2005.

McGurie Unit 1 Returns to Full Power

According to the daily report of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, unit 1 at Duke Energy’s McGuire nuclear generating station in North Carolina was operating at 100 percent of capacity by the morning of November 28, 2005.  Duke had reduced the output to approximately 20 percent of capacity to perform work on a reactor coolant pump.  

Reuters 8:51, November 28, 2005.

TXU’s 750 MW Martin Lake Coal-fired Facility Shut November 25, Restarted November 26

Reuters 17:05, November 25, 2005

Petroleum

OPEC to Keep Pumping; Aim to Build Stockpiles

OPEC’s president announced on November 28, that the organization will continue to produce in the range of 30 million b/d so that world stockpiles can build to 56 days of supply. Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahd al-Sabah  characterized the effort to increase stockpiles as an attempt to help stabilize prices.

Reuters 8:06, November 28, 2005.

Citgo Shuts Unit at its Corpus Christi Refinery

According to a report filed with state regulators, Citgo has closed an alkylation unit at its 156,000 b/d Corpus Christi refinery.  Repair work of an unspecified nature began on the morning of November 28. The unit is expected to return to operation sometime during the morning of November 29.

Reuters 14:33, November 28, 2005.

Production Start Up at Nigerian Oil Field Begins After Delays

Shell announced that production from the Bonga deepwater field off the coast of Nigeria began.  Production from the field is expected to peak at 225,000 b/d and 150 million cf/d.  The field was initially expected to come on-line two years ago.

Reuters: 13:05, November 28, 2005.

Natural Gas

Nothing to Report

Other News
Union Pacific Ends Force Majeure On Main Line

Although more work remains to be done before the main rail connection from the Powder River Basin coal mines in Wyoming can return to full-scale operations, Union Pacific has completed enough of the repairs that it has lifted the force majeure that it declared in May following severe damage resulting from torrential rains and derailments on the line.  

Reuters 13:33, November 28, 2005.

Mountaintop Mining Prohibition Decision Reversed, Streamlined Permitting Process Reinstated

An earlier U.S. district Court decision that revoked some 21 permits for mountaintop mining was reversed by a federal appeals court.  The unanimous ruling was that the process complied with provisions of the Clean Water Act.

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=6116847
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/28/05)*
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	57.36
	57.75
	49.71

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	11.01
	10.48
	6.76


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00 pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays






PAGE  
3

