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Highlights / Major Developments 

Widespread Power Outages on Cape Cod, Trouble at Canal Electric Plant

About 300,000 customers lost electric service Monday night in blackouts that knocked out power on Cape Cod and affected wide areas of southeastern Massachusetts. The combination of a fire at a power plant here and an out-of-service transmission line between Walpole and Carver may have caused the outages, officials said.  The blackouts, which began about 6:15 p.m., affected both residential and commercial customers. Lights also were out on both the Bourne and Sagamore bridges, the only two passenger bridges across the Cape Cod Canal. Power was restored about 90 minutes later.  Officials were looking into a fire at the Canal Electric Plant in Sandwich, which is owned by the Atlanta-based Mirant Corp. "It's not clear at this point whether something triggered the plant to go offline and caused the fire," or if the fire caused the plant to go offline, said Mirant spokesman David Payne. Disruption of the transmission line, owned by NStar and National Grid, was being blamed on a separate fire in Walpole. National Grid spokeswoman Amy Atwood said the line was taken out of service at 12:45 p.m. and restored around 8 p.m.  She would not comment on whether the transmission line glitch had anything to do with the blackout, but she noted that outages on the Cape did not occur until the fire at Mirant's power plant. http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&u=/ap/20031202/ap_on_re_us/power_outages_3
Electricity

Alliant's Iowa Duane Arnold Nuke Shut

Operators at the Duane Arnold nuclear power plant in Iowa declined on Monday to estimate how long it would take to get the 580 megawatt power plant back into service from its latest repair outage. Duane Arnold was shut early Sunday for engineers to try again to fix a stubborn condenser leak that has hampered generation at the plant for about a week. "We can't be specific on how long it's going to take," a plant spokesman said, referring to the repair time. The work is being carried out on the non-nuclear side of the facility and requires building a three-story scaffolding in a tight space to access the condenser, he said. On Friday, the unit had started to exit an outage begun on about Nov. 19 and ramped up to 5 percent of capacity.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031201/utilities_alliant_duanearnold_1.html
Excelon’s LaSalle I Nuke Unit Comes Back On-line
Excelon’s LaSalle I  1,147 megawatts nuclear power unit is up to 95% power capacity today.  The unit went down last Thursday to repair feedwater valves and perform planned generator maintenance.  Bloomberg 0851 Dec 2 2003

Nebraska Public Power’s Cooper Nuke Unit Remains Shut

Nebraska Public Power District’s 778 Megawatt Cooper Nuclear power unit shut down Saturday with reactor feedwater pump problems.  It is expected to be back on line today, but is not as of early this afternoon.

Reuters 1307 Dec 2 2003

Petroleum

BP’s Carson, California Refinery May Have Problem
Jet fuel prices jumped 9.5 cents per gallon on rumors that BP’s hydrocracker at its Carson refinery may be having problems.  
Reuters 1512 Dec 2 2003

ExxonMobil Torrance Refinery Returns to Normal

ExxonMobil announced yesterday that its large 160,000 bpd Torrance, California refinery resumed normal operations last Wednesday.  The unit of the plant that was shut down on Monday Nov 24th was repaired.  Bloomberg 1817 Dec 1 2003   

Natural Gas 

Prices Jump Again on Cold Weather
Natural Gas prices at key U.S. Northeast markets soared again today in the face of cold weather expected to blanket the region through the week.  Gas for Wednesday delivery on Transco at the New York City gate jumped about 70 cents, or 11 percent after spiking 32 percent the past two trading sessions.  The Henry Hub price is up almost 9 percent over yesterday’s price and up over 21 percent over last Tuesday’s price. 

Reuters 1348 Dec 2 2003  

TransCanada Pipeline Ruptures and Burns in Alberta

TransCanada, one of the largest natural gas transporters in North America, said its pipeline system ruptured twice on Monday and Tuesday in a remote area of northwest Alberta.  Both ruptures were accompanied by fire and pipeline facilities had to be shut down.  About 17 percent of North American gas production came from the province of Alberta in 2002.

Reuters 1415 Dec 2 2003

Other News

Retired Nuclear Reactor Dilemma Continues
A 770-ton retired nuclear reactor, filled with concrete for safety, has yet to leave its San Onofre, CA, home, but its proposed journey to a South Carolina nuclear dump already is facing many obstacles. Legal, political and environmental issues have so far stymied Southern California Edison's (SCE) efforts to barge its retired reactor 15,000 miles around the southern tip of South America to a dump in Barnwell, SC, the only licensed facility in the United States that will take the mildly radioactive debris. The reactor dilemma illustrates a huge problem that can only get worse -- how to get rid of decommissioned nuclear reactors. More than half the nation's 103 commercial reactors face mandatory shutdown in the next 30 years. Some problems SCE is facing include, rail lines have balked at overland shipping for liability reasons, the U.S. Department of Transportation has ruled out trucking the reactor over highways, Panama Canal officials won't allow passage because the reactor far exceeds their 150-ton weight limit for radioactive materials, Federal authorities, wary of a route around South America, question what would happen if the reactor sank in international waters, and officials in South Carolina are wary of letting the reactor enter the state through the port of Charleston.  (See Energy Assurance Daily Nov 7 2003 for an earlier story on this problem.)
http://www.rockymounttelegram.com/news/content/coxnet/headlines/1201_nuclear.html?urac=n&urvf=10703075180700.9708005267772667
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/2/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	30.74
	30.00
	27.23

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       5.45
	  4.49
	       4.23


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Last Updated on November 26, 2003

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Last Updated on November 20, 2003

