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Electricity

AmerGen Manually Trips Illinois Clinton Nuke

AmerGen Energy manually tripped its 950 megawatt Clinton nuclear unit in Illinois on Tuesday at 5 pm, the company told the Nuclear Regulatory Commission in an event report on Wednesday. The company said it tripped the unit due to "low reactor water feed pump suction pressure." The plant was operating at 88 percent of capacity at the time of the trip, which is its maximum power at this time since the plant is in "coastdown," the company said. The operator is "trouble-shooting" to determine the cause of the low pressure.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031203/utilities_exelon_clinton_1.html
Utilities in U.S. Southeast Call Off Grid Effort

A group of huge utilities in the U.S. Southeast including Southern Co. Inc. and Entergy Corp. decided unanimously to suspend efforts to create a regional power grid, citing regulatory concerns.  In a statement, the utilities said they had called off a plan to weave their transmission networks together to create the so-called SeTrans grid, which would have extended over eight states from South Carolina to Louisiana.  FERC had proposed rules to combine electric utilities' patchwork transmission grids into pooled networks to reduce bottlenecks, boost supplies and lower consumer costs.  Southeast utility commissioners have raised an upswell of protest. They have complained that the region already has cheap power and that FERC's new rules would saddle their ratepayers with the cost of building new transmission grids to benefit users in other states.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031202/utilities_transmission_1.html
Petroleum

US Coast Guard Investigating Louisiana Pipeline Explosion, Leak                           The U.S. Coast Guard said on Wednesday that it is investigating two crude oil pipeline incidents in the Gulf of Mexico off the Louisiana coast.  In the first incident, a dredging boat struck a pipeline 39 miles from Morgan City, Louisiana, causing an explosion and fire on Tuesday.  The second incident was a leak spotted from a Coast Guard helicopter six miles from Grand Isle.  The Coast Guard estimates that 15,000 gallons of crude were released.                                                                                                                      Reuters 1204 Dec 3 2003

Premcor Memphis Refinery Maintenance Earlier than Expected
Premcor Inc. said Wednesday it will do maintenance work this month on all three of its U.S. refineries.    The work will shut the company's entire 190,000 barrel-per-day (bpd) Memphis, Tennessee, refinery on Dec. 7 for 13 to 15 days of work on the plant's fluid catalytic cracker, the company said in a release.  There will be run cuts at the company's 170,000 bpd Lima, Ohio, refinery, for 10 to 15 days due to repairs on that refinery's isocracker unit. That work is in progress, the company said.  At the end of December, Premcor plans to begin a 30-day turnaround on its reformer unit at the 250,000 bpd plant in Port Arthur, Texas. OPIS Price Watch Alert 2003-12-03 14:59:49 EST http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031202/energy_premcor_refinery_1.html http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031203/energy_premcor_maintenance_2.html
Natural Gas 

Pipeline Segment in Texas Converts to Gas

Kinder Morgan Energy Partners LP acquired 172 miles of pipeline in Texas from Teppco Partners LP, and said it plans to convert the pipeline to natural gas from oil.  Kinder Morgan estimates the line will provide an added 170 million cubic feet per day of capacity to Austin.  In Texas, Kinder Morgan's natural gas pipeline group has about 5,800 miles of pipeline.

http://biz.yahoo.com/djus/031203/1130001066_2.html
Other News

ChevTex Sees Nigeria Oil Wells Reopening Early 2004
 The head of ChevronTexaco  in Nigeria said on Wednesday he hoped to see oil production resume early next year from wells in the Niger delta closed in March due to violence. Nine months after an uprising in the southern delta region which left dozens dead, the company still has 140,000 barrels per day (bpd) shut in. "We should start producing in the areas where operations have stopped in the first few months of next year, 2004," Jay Pryor, CEO of ChevronTexaco Nigeria, told Reuters on the sidelines of a business forum in the capital Abuja.  "We are in discussions about our security plans with the communities concerned because their backing is crucial for success." Nigeria has a total of 220,000 bpd still closed since the violence, out of a total capacity of 2.6 million barrels per day. Local communities complain that they do not enjoy the fruits of the oil dollars pumped from their region. http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031203/energy_nigeria_chevrontexaco_1.html
Need to Protect Bulk Electric System from Cyber Threats

Verano, Inc., the leading provider of cyber-security management and control solutions for mission-critical industrial operations, supports language in the FY04 Energy & Water Appropriations bill signed Monday by President Bush that "encourages the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to ensure that process control systems, switching stations and substations are adequately protected by any cyber security standards issued for the national power grid."

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/031203/sfw012_1.html
US Permits Nuclear Waste Shipment Around South America 

A plan to get a 770-ton piece of nuclear waste to an East Coast burial site by shipping it around South America has been approved despite concerns from environmentalists. Southern California Edison was cleared to ship a decommissioned nuclear reactor vessel from its San Onofre plant to a dump for low-level nuclear waste in Barnwell, S.C. The 11,000-mile trek around the tip of South America will be the longest journey for a piece of nuclear waste in U.S. history.  (See Energy Assurance Daily Nov 7 2003, and Dec 2 2003 for earlier stories on this problem.)

http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,BT_CO_20031203_003505,00.html
Walter Plans Early Shutdown of Troubled Mine in Alabama

Walter Industries will forego the last two years of mining at its Mine No. 5 longwall job in Alabama and shut that 2.1 million-ton/year operation by the end of 2004.  Walter’s Jim Walter Resources subsidiary currently has three longwall mines working around Brookwood, Ala.  The closure is primarily due to a fault line encountered in No. 5 that runs through the middle of the current longwall panel.  

http://www.platts.com/stories/coal2.html
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	Latest (12/3/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	30.61
	30.33
	27.28

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       5.45
	  4.86
	       4.31


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00 pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

