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Electricity

Exelon’s Morris Nuclear Plant Shut Down

Exelon Nuclear’s 900MW plant at Morris Illinois was manually shut down at approximately 11:35 pm on Thursday to perform unscheduled generator cooling system equipment repairs.  The company was unable to estimate how long the repairs would take or how long it would be before the plant resumed production.

Bloomberg, Dec 12, 2003 10:01 am

Exelon Shuts Dresden 2 Nuclear Plant

Exelon Nuclear manually shut its 800 megawatt Dresden 2 nuclear unit in Illinois on Thursday. The company manually shut the unit due to an unexpected stator water cooling runback. The cause of the runback is under investigation, the unit was operating at 96 percent of capacity at the time of the incident.  Meanwhile, the adjacent 800 MW Unit 3 remained shut since about Dec. 8

http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031212/utilities_exelon_dresden_1.html
PG&E Diablo Canyon Nuclear Units Return to Full Power

Pacific Gas & Electric said on Friday that power generation at both 1100 MW units at its Diablo Canyon nuclear plant had risen to 100 percent output.  Output had been cut because of large ocean swells which cause kelp and other debris to reduce cooling water intake.  (See December 10 EA Daily)

Bloomberg, Dec 12, 2003 11:06 am

Entergy Corp’s Arkansas Nuclear 1 Returns to Full Power

Entergy increased production to full power at the 836 MW facility following the completion of unplanned main transformer maintenance.  The company indicated that the unit was reconnected to the grid a 6:44pm on Thursday..

Bloomberg, Dec 12, 2003 8:51am

Exelon's Ill. LaSalle 1 Nuclear Unit Powering Up Following Cuts for Repair

Exelon Nuclear's 1,144 megawatt LaSalle 1 nuclear unit in Illinois was up to 82 percent of capacity after output was cut to 46% on Thursday to repair a feedwater pump.  The adjacent 1,144 MW Unit 2 continued to operate at full power.

Bloomberg, Dec 12, 2003 10:07 am

Petroleum

Nothing to Report

Natural Gas 

TransCanada reopens ruptured gas pipeline

TransCanada Corp. reported on Thursday that it had resumed natural gas shipments in northwestern Alberta following two pipeline ruptures early last week. Repairs and inspections were completed Thursday morning.  The two ruptures, on Dec. 1 and Dec. 2, removed about 475 million cubic feet per day of supply from the Alberta system, which can move a total of about 14 billion cubic feet of gas per day. TransCanada said last week the ruptures were likely caused by external corrosion on the underground pipeline.

Reuters Dec 11,2003

U.S. Natural-Gas Stocks Down 111 Bcf

U.S. natural gas stocks fell by 111 billion cubic feet (Bcf) for the week ended Dec. 5, according to the latest weekly storage report of the Energy Information Administration of the Department of Energy.  Most market analysts expected a fall of around 100 Bcf.  The total volume of gas in storage is now 2.984 trillion cubic feet, up 190 Bcf from the year-ago level and up 79 Bcf from the five-year average.  Immediately following the release of the report,. January natural gas rose as high as $6.95 per million British thermal units on the New York Mercantile Exchange but closed lower. 

CBS Market Watch. www.cbsmarketwatch.com. Dec 11, 2003

Other News

Virginia and Kentucky Say FERC Moving Too Fast On AEP,Grid Operator Push

Kentucky and Virginia utility regulators have asked the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to substantially lengthen the time it has set aside to override their objections and move utility American Electric Power Co. (AEP) into a mid-Atlantic U.S. power grid-operating group. The states, joined by Virginia Attorney General Jerry Gilgore, also asked FERC to respond to their request within three days.

http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,BT_CO_20031211_007962,00.html
 
Brazil's New Energy Rules Raise Questions About Investment

When announced on Thursday, Brazil’s President Luiz Inacio declared that the new regulations should spur investment in the energy sector.  However, analysts have expressed doubts that the new rules which give extensive powers to the State would spur the necessary investment to avoid a new crisis. (See EAD Dec 10, 2003 for original story.)
Reuters Dec 12, 2003

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/12/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago

	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	33.06
	31.24
	28.03

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.73
	5.70
	4.93


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Last Updated on December 10, 2003

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Last Updated on December 11, 2003

