[image: image1.jpg]


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Energy Assurance

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY
December 19, 2003

Electricity

US NRC Inspection Team Says Davis-Besse Not Ready to Restart

FirstEnergy’s 906-MW Davis-Besse nuclear plant at Oak Harbor, Ohio is not ready to restart, the head of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission's on-site inspection team said Friday.  The plant has been shut down since February 2002.  John Grobe, the head of the special NRC panel overseeing the plant’s restart, said NRC the inspection had revealed no safety issues. Among the issues cited as problems were lack of awareness of the status of plant equipment, disorganized work control, and lack of sufficiently rigorous management oversight. 

http://www.platts.com/stories/nuclear1.html http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031219/utilities_firstenergy_davisbesse_2.html
PPM Energy Adding 95 Megawatts of Renewable Energy to Midwest Grids

PPM Energy, Incorporated, the competitive United States energy business of ScottishPower plc,  will commission a total of 95 megawatts of new renewable energy capacity in the Midwest during the month of December.

http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/031219/195088_1.html
Peach Bottom Output at 100%
Exelon’s Peach Bottom 2 nuclear unit returned to full power following an interrupted return from a repair outage.
Bloomberg  December 19, 2003 8:16 AM ET.

PSEG’s Hope Creek, NJ Nuke Returning to Production 
Public Service Energy Group’s 1,100 Megawatt Hope Creek nuclear unit continued to ramp up production after completing a reactor water cleanup flange leak repair.  The plant was up to 22% capacity on Friday morning.  The plant went down on December 5, 2003.                                                                                                       Bloomberg December 19, 2003 8:21 AM ET.

Petroleum
Gasoline Accidentally Sold As Kerosene

Gasoline was accidentally sold as kerosene at an Akron Fuel Mart, located at 737 Kenmore Blvd. The underground tank was mistakenly filled with gasoline instead of kerosene.  There were two or three transactions, amounting to 8 gallons of gas.  

Anyone who may have purchased kerosene from this location between 11:30 p.m. and 2 a.m. is urged to not dispense or use any equipment that was purchased. 

It is an extreme fire hazard. 

Call (330) 264-1885 if you may have been one of the customers to purchase gasoline believing it was kerosene

http://www.newsnet5.com/index.html Dec. 18, 2003 6:52 PM ET
Natural Gas

Columbia Gulf Transmission Declares Force Majeure
Both firm and interruptable service has been suspended on the East Lateral 100 Line from an event that occurred on December 17.  The affected area lies between the Atchafalaya River and Centerville, Louisiana.  Columbia estimates that it will take three weeks to correct the problem.  Among the affected customers are Entergy, ANR Pipeline and Gulf Southern Pipeline.
Bloomberg Dec. 19, 2003 11:39 AM ET
Other News

President Bush Signs New Homeland Security Directives                                          President Bush on Wednesday signed landmark directives establishing new policies on assessing the vulnerability of critical infrastructure and the nation's preparedness to respond to a terrorist attack. The first directive requires federal agencies to coordinate with state and local officials as well as the private sector to identify critical infrastructure vulnerabilities across all sectors.  The directive supersedes previous policies, including former President Clinton's directive known as PDD 63, which focused primarily on the economic fallout of a terrorist attack on critical infrastructures. Wednesday's directive goes further to include catastrophic loss of life. The most relevant parts of the White House document to DOE follow.  Recognizing that each infrastructure sector possesses its own unique characteristics and operating models, there are designated Sector-Specific Agencies, including: Department of Energy -- energy, including the production refining, storage, and distribution of oil and gas, and electric power except for commercial nuclear power facilities; The Secretary of Homeland Security will continue to work with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission and, as appropriate, the Department of Energy in order to ensure the necessary protection of: commercial nuclear reactors for generating electric power and non-power nuclear reactors used for research, testing, and training; nuclear materials in medical, industrial, and academic settings and facilities that fabricate nuclear fuel; and the transportation, storage, and disposal of nuclear materials and waste.   To view the entire White House document click on the White House link below. http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2003/12/20031217-5.h tml
http://www.govexec.com/dailyfed/1203/121703tdpm1.htm
Mexico's Oil Loading Ports Reopen As Weather Improves

All of Mexico's crude oil loading ports reopened Thursday after being closed the previous day because of adverse weather conditions. Pajaritos, Dos Bocas and Cayo Arcas, all on the Gulf coast, and Salina Cruz on the Pacific coast, were reported open by the Communications and Transport Ministry. The three Gulf ports handle most of the 1.86 million barrels a day of crude oil exported by state oil monopoly Petroleos Mexicanos (PEM.YY), or Pemex. Pemex also exports some crude from Salina Cruz, particularly to the U.S. West Coast.

http://online.wsj.com/article/0,,BT_CO_20031219_001314,00.html
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/17/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago

	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	32.81
	33.06
	30.53

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.92
	6.73
	5.13


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Last Updated on December 17, 2003

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Last Updated on December 18, 2003

