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Electricity

SCE’s 370 MW Mohave 2 Coal-fired unit in Nevada Shutdown December 21
Reuters, 1510 December 21, 2004
CDWR’s 202 MW San Luis Hydro-powered unit in CA Shutdown December 21
Reuters, 1510 December 21, 2004

New Phase of MidAmerican Energy Plant Powered Up
Steam From One Turbine Powering Another
MidAmerican Energy officials said the second phase of a new central Iowa power plant has powered up.  Steam from one turbine is being used to power another turbine to generate 540 megawatts of electricity, enough to power 160,000 homes.
http://www.theiowachannel.com/news/4010803/detail.html
Beefed-up Path 15 to Begin Moving Power Wednesday: California ISO

The upgraded Path 15 line will be ready for partial commercial use shortly after 12:01 am (PST) Wednesday, the California Independent System Operator said Tuesday. Path 15, the main north-to-south transmission line in California, will be ready for the Hour-Ahead Market by early Wednesday. The upgraded line, which is expected to increase the capacity on the line by 1,500 MW, for a total capacity of 5,400 MW, will continue to be limited north-to-south to 1,275 MW, the ISO said. Path 15 was energized for testing in late November when the WAPA turned over the line to PG&E.
http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/News/8493462.xml?S=n
Petroleum 

Nigerian Oil Workers Strike at Government Department

Nigeria's senior oil workers union said its members in the government's Department of Petroleum Resources went on strike today after talks with management broke down over demands for better pay, job security and benefits.   The strike by members of the Natural Gas Senior Staff Association of Nigeria, or Pengassan, may slow oil exports from Nigeria, Africa's top producer. Union workers for the Department of Petroleum Resources must be present at the oil-export terminals or no oil can be loaded onto tankers, the union said

Bloomberg News 1049, December 21, 2004
Natural Gas

Northern Natural Gas Calls for System Overrun Limitation in MN, IA, WI Again
Due to below zero minimum temperatures in the Zone E/F area (MN, IA, WI) a SOL day is being called for the gas day of December 21 and 22.  DDVC Penalties are applicable to the bumped shippers’ quantity.   http://www.northernnaturalgas.com/infopostings/asp/atAGlanceNotices.asp?id_priority=Y&company=179#19325  

FERC Gives Favorable Draft Environmental Nod to ExxonMobil LNG Project 
FERC has issued a favorable draft environmental approval for an ExxonMobil Corp. affiliate's proposal to build a 1 Bcf/d liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal near Corpus Christi, TX, and a 25-mile, 36-inch diameter gas sendout pipeline. 

Natural Gas Intelligence, December 21, 2004

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZkrnorklVUfbw11rbfej%5B%21
January NYMEX Gas Falls 50.5 Cents on Moderate Weather Expectations

The January NYMEX gas futures contract plunged 50.5 cts to settle at

$6.952/MMBtu Monday as traders anticipated a heavy moderation in the wave of cold weather that blanketed major US consuming regions over the weekend, sources said. http://www.platts.com/Natural%20Gas/News/6652899.xml?S=n
Training Shortages Loom for Natural-gas Tanker Crews
A potential shortage of qualified mariners in the liquefied natural gas shipping industry has launched an international effort to boost training and define standards for new LNG tanker officers and crews, according to industry experts.  
Bangor Daily News, Maine, December 21, 2004

Attack on LNG Tanker Would Pose Risks, Study Shows

An attack on a tanker hauling liquefied natural gas could result in a blast that would cause serious injuries and rip apart buildings 500 meters (547 yards) away, a U.S. Energy Department study showed.  The study, released today in Washington, shows that a successful terrorist attack would pose security risks to areas around terminals where gas tankers offload their fuel. Sandia National Laboratories was commissioned by the Energy Department to do the study, the most comprehensive evaluation to date on the dangers of such an attack.  ``This Sandia report, we're very confident in,'' said Jolie Shifflet, a Coast Guard spokeswoman in Washington. ``It's been through extensive peer review, and we don't think it comes from an unobjective source.''

Bloomberg News 1410, December 21, 2004
Other News

Nothing to Report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/21/04)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	     45.76
	     41.76
	     32.81

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       6.83
	       7.10
	       6.92


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern Time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern Time) on Thursdays
