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Electricity

65,000 Lose Power in Northern California Storm

A powerful rain and wind storm hit Northern California early Monday knocking out power to some 65, 000 customers of Pacific Gas & Electric Co. (PG&E) the largest utility in the region.  With the storm continuing and winds gusting at 50 miles per hour, a PG&E representative indicated that additional outages could occur since the severe winds and the heavy rains are forecast to continue through midday.  By midday Eastern time, PG&E has restored power to approximately 34,000 customers affected by the storm leaving about 31,000 customers without power from the approximately 150 separate outages.  

http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031229/utilities_pg_e_storm_1.html
http://www.portervillerecorder.com/articles/2003/12/24/news/briefs/brief4.txt
Reuters Dec 29, 2003 12:17am EST

NRC Wants Data on Bay City Nuke Plant Operators of the South Texas Project Workers at the nuclear plant, located in Bay City, TX, repairing a failed emergency diesel generator  continued to test the plant's other generators for similar problems. Project spokesperson Alan Mikus said the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has given the plant until Tuesday, December 30 to supply data related to whether similar problems exist in the five other generators. Earlier this month, plant workers believe a flawed rod had microcracks that expanded and eventually resulted in failure of a generator during a routine test. The generators, three connected to each of the units of the twin reactor, would be used in emergencies if the plant's offsite power were to fail. Only one generator is required for emergency backup of each unit. Mikus said plant workers have completed their inspection of the three generators hooked to Unit 1 and found no problems.
http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/ssistory.mpl/metropolitan/232186 2
Laramie River Coal Plant Offline

The 550 megawatt coal-fired Laramie River Station Unit 1 was taken out of service early Monday for repairs caused by a tube leak.  The plant owned by the Missouri Basin Power Cooperative is expected to return to service late on Monday.

Reuters Dec 29, 2003 11:07am EST.

St Lucie Unit 1 Returns to Service

Florida Power & Light reported that the 850 megawatt Saint Lucie Unit 2 nuclear power plant in Florida returned to service early Monday morning and was operating at 100% capacity following repairs to a generator exciter, a regulating component not directly involved in the nuclear operations of the plant.  The plant which had been offline since Dec 26 unit 1 at the plant continued to operate at full power.

Reuters Dec 26, 2003 8:39 am EST.

Oconee Unit 2 Returns to Service

Duke Power reported that the 846 megawatt Oconee Unit 2 nuclear power plant in Seneca South Carolina had returned to service and was operating at full power following performance test on the main turbine control valve.

Reuters Dec. 26, 2003 10:01 am EST.

Petroleum
Nothing to Report

Natural Gas

Nothing to Report

Other News

District Court Blocks Rule Change on Plant Upgrades

The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia blocked implementation of a rule change that would have made it easier for operators of refineries and power plants to undertake major upgrades to their facilities without the requirement for installing new and costly antipollution equipment as would be the case under provisions of the Clean Air Act.  The court ruled that suits brought in November by a dozen states and others, the plaintiffs “have demonstrated the irreparable harm [of the rule] and the likelihood of success on the merits” of the case.  The proposed rule was to have gone into effect on Christmas day.  

Washington Post Dec 25, 2003
Washington Times Dec 25, 2003

FERC Orders FirstEnergy to Study Grid Reliability

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) has ordered Ohio utility FirstEnergy Corp. to pay for an independent study of the state's power grid, where the massive August blackout started. In a Dec. 24 letter to FirstEnergy Chairman Peter Burg, FERC gave the Akron, Ohio-based utility 120 days to study the stability of the power grid around Akron and Cleveland, including plants and power lines that it does not own. The study is the first blackout-related action FERC has taken specific to FirstEnergy. FERC Chairman Pat Wood previously said that FirstEnergy did not violate any agency rules during the blackout. But FERC is moving forward with rules that would require utilities to report when they violate current voluntary industry rules.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031229/utilities_blackout_1.html
NRC to Meet With FirstEnergy on Davis-Besse Work

A U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission panel tracking utility FirstEnergy Corp.'s steps to restart its troubled Davis-Besse nuclear power station will meet with company officials on Monday, January 5, to review actions to improve safety work at the plant. The meeting, to be held in Oak Harbor, Ohio, had been planned to examine the possible startup of Davis-Besse, but the NRC on Dec. 19 said it was deferring that discussion. The 925 megawatt Davis-Besse plant was shut for extensive repairs in February 2002 when it was discovered that boric acid had eaten nearly all the way through the reactor vessel's carbon steel lid in several places.

http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031229/utilities_firstenergy_nrc_1.html
Cargo Planes at Possible Risk. The government is increasingly focused on the vulnerability of cargo planes as it responds to intelligence indicating al Qaeda might use aircraft to strike targets far from major cities, including power plants, dams and oil facilities. http://www.wusatv9.com/news/news_article.aspx?storyid=25567
US Tightens Security at Nuclear Power Plants

The United States has tightened security at nuclear power plants from California in the west to Pennsylvania in the east, as the nation came under heightened terrorism alert, authorities said on Friday. More private security guards have been posted at a nuclear power station and its key outposts in southern California.  The San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station in southern California for example, had a "full complement'" of security personnel on Wednesday and Thursday.  In addition to the plant's private security force, California Highway Patrol police officers have been stationed in front of the plant.  The ocean waters off the plant are being patrolled by the US Coast Guard. Vessels are prohibited from coming within a mile of the plant, while aircraft are restricted from flying within two miles of the plant and must stay 2,000 feet above it, Golden said. Earlier this week, Pennsylvania governor Ed Rendell said he had directed the Pennsylvania National Guard to deploy armed personnel to guard the five nuclear power plants in the eastern US state around the clock, beginning last  Monday.                                                                          China’s Xinhua News Agency December 26, 2003

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (12/29/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago

	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	32.36
	31.71
	32.73

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  5.49
	  6.32
	  4.79


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Last Updated on December 24, 2003 (next release Wednesday December 31st)

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Last Updated on December 29, 2003 (next release Monday January8th)
