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Electricity

130,000 Customers Lose Power in Houston, Texas
Many Houstonians spent Memorial Day cleaning up the mess left from heavy thunderstorms, or salvaging what they could after a tornado cut a 1 1/2 -mile swath of destruction through a southwest neighborhood. 

CenterPoint Energy officials said slightly fewer than 7,000 customers were without power late Monday. At the peak of storm activity Sunday, about 130,000 customers did not have power.
http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/rssstory.mpl/metropolitan/3204297
28,800 Customers Lose Power in Tucson and Nogales, Arizona

Severe thunderstorms that moved through the region Friday night sparked one wildfire, caused at least two crashes and left about 28,800 Tucson and Nogales, Ariz., residents without electricity.  

http://www.dailystar.com/dailystar/allheadlines/77307.php
15,000 Customers in Rio Grande Valley in Texas Lose Power
A storm early Monday dumped rain and hail on some parts of the upper Rio Grande Valley, damaging trees, downing power lines, and even destroying a home under construction. Frank Espinoza, spokesman for AEP Texas, said that at 4 a.m. the storm left 15,000 people in the Rio Grande Valley without power; 12,000 of them were in Mission and McAllen, and the rest were in Port Isabel.  "We scheduled an interruption of the service to fix it. For three hours, 4,000 customers from Moorefield, McCook and parts of Edinburg had no power."  http://www.themonitor.com/SiteProcessor.cfm?Template=/GlobalTemplates/Details.cfm&StoryID=7484&Section=Valley
PG&E ’s 407 MW Helms 2 Hydro Plant in California Shut May 31, 2005

Reuters, 14:31 May 31 2005

Constellation’s 760 MW High Desert Gas-fired Unit in California Shut May 31

Reuters, 14:31 May 31 2005

Duke’s 260 MW Gas-fired Moss Landing 2 Unit in California Shut May 31

Reuters, 14:31 May 31 2005

Duke’s 222 MW Gas-fired Southbay 4 Unit in California Shut May 31

Reuters, 14:31 May 31 2005

Southern’s  Hatch 2 Nuke in Georgia Exits Outage, Up to 88 Percent Power

The unit shut on May 23 due to a problem with the condenser. 

Reuters, 14:05 May 31 2005

Exelon’s 850 MW Dresden 2 Nuke in Illinois Ramps up to 20 Percent May 31

The company shut the unit on May 28 to replace a hydrogen seal on the generator.

Reuters, 07:40 May 31 2005 

Exelon’s Quad Cities 1 Nuke in Illinois Shut May 28

The company shut the unit on May 28 to replace a steam dryer.

Reuters, 14:05 May 31 2005 

NRC Drafting Study on Nuclear Power Safety
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is drafting an updated study of the risks to nuclear power plants from blackouts.
http://www.newsobserver.com/news/story/2448534p-8852249c.html 

Petroleum

Shell’s Deer Park Texas Refinery Units Shut After Pipeline Rupture

The units were shut as a precaution yesterday evening after the rupture of a propane pipeline operated by Teppco.   Reuters reported that output of petroleum products was normal. 

Bloomberg News, 13:09 May 31, 2005

Reuters, 11:45 May 31, 2005
US Delays Date to Begin Selling Low-sulfur Diesel
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency pushed back by six weeks the planned date in 2006 for introducing low-sulfur diesel, saying the delay will help ease the transition to the new cleaner fuel.  The agency said it will issue a rule later this year to move the date that retail outlets must begin selling the low-sulfur diesel fuel from Sept. 1 to Oct. 15, 2006.  Refiners have to cut the amount of sulfur in their diesel fuel by 97 percent to 15 parts per million (ppm) from the current 500 ppm.

Reuters, 10:36 May 31, 2005

Total Shuts Texas Isomerization Unit after Leak

Total Petrochemicals USA shut an isomerization unit at its 183,000 barrel per day refinery in Port Arthur, Texas, on May 27 after a leak was found in a heater, according to a filing with state regulators.

Reuters, 10:18 May 31, 2005
Alon Texas Refinery FCC Suffers Upsets

Portions of the gasoline-producing fluidic catalytic cracking unit at Alon USA's 61,000 barrel-per-day (bpd) Big Spring, Texas, refinery malfunctioned, according to reports filed on Monday with the Texas environmental regulatory agency.  On Sunday night, the FCC's wet gas compressor shut down due to the failure of a controller unit.

Reuters, 15:46 May 30, 2005
Has Saudi Oil Output Peaked?  Saudis Say No, Investment Banker Says Yes

Matthew Simmons, chairman of Simmons & Company investment bank, writes in ``Twilight in the Desert: The Coming Saudi Oil Shock and the World Economy'' that the big Saudi oil fields may decline rapidly.  Ali al-Naimi, the Saudi oil minister says Saudi Arabia is investing to increase production 14 percent over the next five years.

Bloomberg News, 01:56 May 31, 2005
Natural Gas

CenterPoint to Move More Rocky Mountain Gas East 
FERC has approved CenterPoint Energy Gas Transmission’s plan to carry out a mainline compression expansion in Oklahoma to allow more gas to move to the East.
NGI’s Daily Gas Price Index, May 31, 2005, http://intelligencepress.com/
Central Hudson to Extend Natural Gas Line to Fuel Development 
Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp. will extend a natural gas line north about ½ mile into New Baltimore, New York.  The extender, slated to be finished by November, will supply natural gas to an adjacent business park.  http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8knpp%5EZmqqtpqpSUnj%216C%29bfek%5Cv
Other News

Nothing to report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (05/31/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	52.16
	48.65
	39.90

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  6.31
	  6.32
	  6.45


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com   

