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Highlights / Major Developments

Winter Storms Leave Over 250,000 Still Without Power 

The number of power outages caused by the ice storm that hammered parts of the Midwest and some eastern states late Wednesday and through Thursday remained above 250,000 at midday Friday, utilities said. Outages following the ice storm for FirstEnergy units totaled 80,000 at 12:30 pm EST Friday compared with 122,000 homes and businesses without power at 11:30 am EST Thursday.  FirstEnergy had 50,000 customers off-line in Ohio, along with 26,000 without power in Pennsylvania and a further 4,000 disconnections in New Jersey, a spokesman said. Cinergy's PSI Energy unit, which had a total of 89,000 outages in Indiana, had 14,706 customers without power as of 12:30 pm EST Friday, according to a spokesman, with the remaining outages set to be reconnected by Sunday evening at the latest. AEP's Indiana Michigan Power unit reported 106,000 customers off-line as of 10:30 am EST Friday while its Ohio utility had 58,000 customers offline at 10:00 am EST,according to the company's Website. http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/News/9586465.xml?S=n
http://www.mansfieldnewsjournal.com/news/stories/20050107/localnews/1838453.html
http://www.lafayettejc.com/news20050107/200501070local_news1105109307.shtml
http://www.topics.com/articles/6/043531-2836-119.html
http://www.onnnews.com/Global/story.asp?S=2778134&nav=LUELMyNT
'Help is on the Way'

PSE&G Crews En Route to Poconos to Assist with Restoration Efforts

Public Service Electric and Gas (PSE&G) this morning sent utility crews to northeast Pennsylvania to assist

Pennsylvania Power and Light (PPL) with restoration efforts as a result of a damaging ice storm. PSE&G dispatched 16 crews, including some 60 people and 40 utility trucks, from different locations throughout its New Jersey service

territory.  Ice and falling tree limbs downed power lines and snapped utility poles in the Poconos region, cutting power to tens of thousands of PPL customers. PPL officials have said it could be late Saturday before power is fully restored.  With another round of ice expected to hit the area tonight, restoration could

be further complicated. The utility has sought 'mutual aid' from neighboring

utilities.  Bloomberg News, 1220 January 7, 2005
Coal Barges Sink Closing Ohio River, Emergency declared in W.Va.
Transportation on the Ohio River was halted in both directions after nine coal barges broke free from a tug and four sank near the Belleville Locks and Dam in southern Wood County. Three bridges in the Wheeling, W.Va., area were shut down after 16 barges broke loose from American Electric Power Co.'s Cardinal plant in Brilliant, Ohio.  Governor. Bob Wise of West Virginia declared a state of emergency Thursday for 12 northern counties threatened by flooding.

http://www.herald-mail.com/?module=displaystory&story_id=101172&format=html
Electricity

PG&E’s 1,100 MW Calif. Diablo Canyon Nuke Unit 1 Up to 95 Percent Power

San Francisco-based energy holding company PG&E Corp.'s 1,100-megawatt unit 1 at the Diablo Canyon nuclear station in California ramped up to 95 percent of capacity by early Friday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its power reactor status report.  On Thursday, the company reduced the unit to about 50 percent of capacity to clean the condenser.    

Reuters, 0713 January 7, 2004

OPG’s 285 MW Lakeview 1 Coal-fired plant Shut Jan 7
Reuters, 1332 January 7, 2005
AES’s 415 MW Alamitos 5 Gas-Fired Unit Shut on Jan 7

Reuters, 0945 January 7, 2005
LPGC’s 235 MW La Paloma 4 Gas-fired Plant Shut Jan 7
Reuters, 0945 January 7, 2005
Duke’s 260 MW Moss Landing 2 Gas-fired Unit Shut Jan 7

Reuters, 0945 January 7, 2005
FPL’s Fla. Turkey Pt 3 Nuke Starts to Exit Outage

Florida-based energy holding company FPL Group Inc.'s 693-megawatt unit 3 at the Turkey Point nuclear station in Florida started to exit an outage and ramped up to 1 percent of capacity by early Friday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its power reactor status report.  The unit shut on Dec. 28 due to a leak in the turbine plant cooling water system. On Jan. 3, the company started the reactor and increased power to about 3 percent of capacity in part to dry the exciter. The company shut the reactor by Jan. 4.

Reuters, 0708 January 7, 2005
NRC Begins Implementing The New National Response Plan

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, one of 32 signatories of the new National Response Plan, has begun implementing the plan and its nuclear/radiological incident annex.  The National Response Plan standardizes federal incident response but does not change the NRC’s statutory authority and responsibility to nuclear facilities and the communities in which they are located. 

http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5379090
Big Storm Approaching West Coast, Major Power Outages Expected 
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Brace yourselves for another wet and wild weekend.  An already waterlogged Bay Area is facing a powerful storm with a one-two punch of heavy rains and fierce winds that could cause flooding and power outages.  Winds could blow up to 60 mph on the coast and in the mountains, and the South Bay could receive as much as four inches of rain this weekend.
http://www.mercurynews.com/mld/mercurynews/news/local/10588109.htm
Petroleum

Ice Storm Halts Buckeye Product Pumping In Lima 

A severe ice weather storm in the area of Lima, Ohio, has resulted in power loss to a central Buckeye pipeline terminal, preventing the pumping of product to the terminal from the Premcor, Lima, refinery, a source with Buckeye pipeline told Platts Thursday.  The pumping of refined products from Premcor's Lima refinery was shut down at about noon local time, the source said.  The Buckeye terminal pumps product from Premcor and a hub of other pipelines in that area. Some 250,000 b/d of product is usually pumped at Lima. Meanwhile, Premcor's 151,305 b/d refinery in Lima also lost power Wednesday because of the storm, but the facility continued operating normally because of its backup generators.
http://www.platts.com/Oil/Resources/
BP Texas City Plans FCC Restart Friday - Regulator

BP plans to restart a gasoline producing fluidic catalytic cracking unit at its 437,000 barrel per day (bpd) refinery in Texas City, Texas on Friday, according to a filing with Texas environmental regulators.  According to the filing with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality, FCC No. 2, one of three cat crackers at the refinery, has been in "hot standby mode after taking an outage to repair a thin vessel."
Reuters, 1217 January 7, 2005

Houston Ship Channel May be Stopped by Fog Again

Traffic along the Houston Ship Channel is expected to stop again due to fog conditions. The Houston Pilots Association has ceased boarding additional vessels this afternoon, according to the Coast Guard's Vessel 

Traffic Service. 

OPIS Price Watch Alert, 1531 January 7, 2005
Shell Resumes More Nigerian Oil Output After Dispute

Energy giant Royal Dutch Shell has restored 42,000 barrels per day (bpd) of oil production from 144,000 bpd shut in Nigeria since December due to a community dispute and vandalism, a spokesman said on Friday.

Reuters, 0945 January 7, 2005
Power Cut Disrupts Iraq's Southern Crude Exports

Iraq's crude oil exports from its southern Basra terminal were halted on Friday due to a power outage, shipping sources said.  Exports were suspended at 1145 local time (0845 GMT). Two vessels berthed at the terminal this afternoon, and one shipping source said he was expecting exports to resume soon.
Reuters, 1316 January 7, 2005
Shell Shuts Down Production in Oil Field
Royal Dutch/Shell Group of Cos. said Friday that it shut down its 140,000-barrel per day Draugen offshore oil field because of damage to its oil-loading equipment. The damage had forced Shell to cut production to 75,000 barrels per day in the field in the Norwegian Sea on Tuesday, but had shut down completely because bad weather prevented repairs, company spokeswoman Kitty Eide said. The shutdown means that Norway has lost nearly 11 percent of its normal capacity of roughly 3.2 million barrels per day. Once repairs are made, Eide said production could be back to normal within a day

http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/050107/norway_shell_production_2.html
Natural Gas 

Pioneer: Production from Canyon Express System to be Shut in for Another Month 
Dallas-based independent producer Pioneer Natural Resources Co. said Wednesday that production from the Canyon Express gas gathering system in the Gulf of Mexico, which was shut in early December due a leak in the methanol delivery system, is expected to resume in about 30 days barring any unforeseen delays in contracting for services to plug the leak. 
Natural Gas Intelligence, January 6, 2005

Other News

Nothing to report.

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (1/7/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	     45.32
	     43.36
	     32.51

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       5.82


	       6.02
	       5.76


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

