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Electricity

Texas Comanche Peak Unit 2 Cut to 60 Percent Power

The 1,124 megawatt Unit 2 at the Comanche Peak nuclear plant in Texas was cut to 60 percent power overnight, a plant spokesman said on Thursday.  He said lightning strikes during a storm on Wednesday had resulted in some problems with the automatic controls on some feed-water pumps and output at Unit 2 had been cut.  The spokesman said the operators were optimistic repairs could be completed at 60 percent power and there are no current plans to take the unit off-line.  

Reuters, 1205 February 24, 2005 

TVA's Sequoyah 2 Nuclear Reactor in Tennessee Shuts

The Tennessee Valley Authority's Sequoyah 2 nuclear reactor near Chattanooga, Tennessee, shut last night during maintenance when company engineers inadvertently opened a breaker, causing the reactor to trip off line.  A spokeswoman for the Knoxville, Tennessee-based public power authority, declined to estimate when the reactor will resume operation but noted the outage would likely not last a long time.  The unit was operating at capacity.

Bloomberg News, 1002, February 24, 2005

Reuters, 1400, February 24, 2005

One Up, One Down at TXU Texas Martin Lake Power Plant

Dallas-based TXU Corp. plans to start the 750-megawatt unit 1 at the Martin Lake coal-fired power station in Texas on Feb. 25 following boiler tube leak repairs, the energy company told Texas regulators in a report.  The unit shut on about Feb. 23.  In another report, the company said it would shut the adjacent 750 MW unit 3 for planned maintenance on Feb. 25-26.

Reuters, 0830 February 24, 2005

Wisconsin Point Beach 1 Nuke Dips to 71 Percent

Wisconsin Energy Corp.'s 512-megawatt unit 1 at the Point Beach nuclear station in Wisconsin dipped to 71 percent of capacity by early Thursday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its daily power reactor status report.  On Wednesday, the unit was operating at full power.

Reuters, 0753 February 24, 2005 

Duke’s South Carolina Oconee 3 Nuke Back at Full Power

Duke Energy Corp.'s 846-megawatt unit 3 at the Oconee nuclear station in South Carolina returned to full power by early Thursday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its power reactor status report.  On Wednesday, the unit was operating at 50 percent of capacity after exiting an outage over the weekend.  The company shut the unit on Feb. 17 to fix a non-radioactive leak on an instrument line associated with one of the steam generators in the secondary system.

Reuters, 0729 February 24, 2005

Ottumwa Generating Station Offline Due to Short in Transformer
Interstate Power and Light Company (IPL), a subsidiary of Alliant Energy Corporation announced today the Ottumwa Generating Station (OGS) is offline due to a direct short in a 161-kilovolt (kV) step-up transformer. It is not known at this time how long the plant will be off-line. "This transformer was last inspected in October 2004 and had no indication of any issues at that time," said Tim Bennington, Vice President-Generation for Alliant Energy.  Bennington went on to say that there are no environmental or safety issues as a result of the transformer problem. Protective relays appear to have worked according to design on all equipment. No customer outages resulted from the incident. http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050224/cgth049_1.html
PG&E Allowed to Spend $35.9 Million on Storage for Nuclear Fuel

PG&E Corp. was authorized by state regulators to spend $35.9 million to build a storage system for spent fuel at its Humboldt Bay nuclear plant, which has been shut down.  The California Public Utilities Commission voted unanimously at a meeting in San Francisco today to allow the expenditure.  The so-called dry-cask storage system will enable the decommissioning of the plant in 2009.  The commission also accepted a preliminary finding from its staff that PG&E's proposal to spend $706 million to replace the steam generators at its Diablo Canyon nuclear power plant is cost-effective. A decision on the actual replacement is awaiting an environmental review.

Bloomberg News, 1436 February 24, 2005
Petroleum

Storms Shut CA Crude Oil Pipelines

Pacific Pipeline System said Wednesday it has shut down two crude oil pipelines due to the heavy rains in Southern California.  The pipelines have a total capacity of 235,000 bpd. 

Oil Daily, February 23, 2005

Iraq Oil Pipeline to Turkey to Restart Within Week

Iraq's oil pipeline to Turkey is scheduled to start pumping again within a week after repairs, an Iraqi oil official said on Thursday.  The official said the line was expected to initially pump at a rate of 400,000 barrels per day.  The pipeline to Turkey was hit by sabotage last week.  Iraq had only just restarted crude exports along the pipeline from its northern fields via the refinery at Baiji to the Turkish port of Ceyhan, reopening a route that had been closed by sabotage since December.  The pipeline has the capacity to pump more than one million bpd.

Reuters, 0141 February 24, 2005

Natural Gas 

New Jersey LNG, Tetco Pipeline Projects Receive Preliminary Environmental OK 

FERC in cooperation with five other federal agencies has given draft environmental clearance to BP Energy affiliate Crown Landing LLC's proposed 1.2 Bcf/d liquefied natural gas (LNG) terminal to be built along the Delaware River in Logan Township, NJ. It also gave a draft environmental nod to Texas Eastern Transmission's (Tetco) proposed lateral that would connect with the LNG project.

PowerMarketers.com, February 23, 2005

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZlplnlioWUiey30qbfek%5Cv
Other News
Update -- CONSOL Energy Updates Buchanan Mine Situation
CONSOL Energy's borehole drilling at the Buchanan Mine in Virginia has penetrated the mine at the place where a mine fire was suspected to have started. Temperature probes indicate that temperatures in that area are at ambient (63 degrees F) levels. Video equipment lowered into the borehole to visually inspect the area shows the area at that location is clear of any fire or smoke.   The mine has been sealed since February 16 after the mine experienced a cave-in behind the longwall mining machinery and also experienced an ignition of methane gas. By sealing the mine, the atmosphere in the mine is gradually becoming inert and unable to support combustion.
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050224/clth064_1.html
Missing Nuclear Fuel Rods May Have Been Found.
After looking for seven months, Pacific Gas & Electric Co. says it may have found what remains of three missing nuclear fuel rods from its Humboldt Bay nuclear power plant near Eureka in Northern California. The three rods, which were 18 inches in length when they were taken out of service, apparently have been sitting at the bottom of the plant's used fuel pool since the 1960s. In a report to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission made public Wednesday, February 23, the utility also says security systems and procedures in place at the power plant were sufficient to detect and prevent attempted theft of the rods by either an

internal or external party.

Source: Silicon Valley/San Jose Business Journal (CA) http://www.bizjournals.com/sanjose/stories/2005/02/21/daily3 1.html
http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/DHS_IAIP_Daily_2005-02-24.pdf
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (02/24/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	52.05
	47.50
	35.85

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       6.33
	  6.05
	       5.08


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays
