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Electricity

Wisconsin Energy Wisc. Point Beach 1 Nuke Back at Full Power
Wisconsin-based Wisconsin Energy Corp.'s 512-megawatt unit 1 at the Point Beach nuclear station in Wisconsin returned to full power by early Friday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its daily power reactor status report.  On Thursday, the unit was operating at 71 percent of capacity. 
Reuters, 0707 February 25, 2005  

Blackouts Unlikely, but Possible this Summer in CA
The California Energy Commission warned that portions of Southern California could experience rolling blackouts like those in the 2000-2001 energy crisis if summer is hotter than normal.  The commission reported that during the summer of 2004 electricity demand set records seven times despite average temperatures, and further that demand was at a level not expected until 2006.  The Commission believes that if temperatures this year reach levels that occur once every decade, electricity demand in August and September could outstrip supply in some areas served by Southern California Edison and San Diego Gas and Electric.  However, if summer temperatures remain average, power supplies should be adequate 


http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5497154
http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8knpp%5EZlpmntxsUUjfy30qbfek%5Cv
1500 MW Coal Plant Delayed By Court Challenge 

Wednesday as environmental groups filed a challenge that put construction of a $2 billion power plant in Washington County on hold.  Peabody Energy Co. previously had said construction of its 1,500-megawatt Prairie State plant near Marissa could begin as soon as the end of the year. A coalition of environmental and public health groups filed an appeal with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency of the state's air pollution permit for the plant. While an appeals board considers the challenge, the plant cannot be built. 

Environmentalists said the permit should have required technology to cut output of gases that cause smog, soot and haze, which lead to respiratory problems and heart disease. In addition, the plant will emit up to 260 pounds a year of mercury, a potent neurological toxin. Peabody spokesman Vic Svec said the company had anticipated an appeal, and it will continue to line up contractors, business partners and customers. Controversy has dogged the project since its proposal in 2001. After several delays in the permitting process, the Illinois EPA issued the plant's final air pollution permit last month. 

Source: St. Louis Post-Dispatch
http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5494721
Petroleum

Nothing to report.

Natural Gas 

Ingleside LNG Terminal Will Have 'Limited' Environmental Impact: FERC

Ingleside Energy Center LLC's proposal to build and operate a liquefied natural gas import terminal on the Texas Gulf Coast and a companion proposal to construct pipeline facilities would have "limited adverse environmental impact," FERC staff said Thursday in its draft environmental impact statement on the related projects. 

Source Natural Gas Intelligence, February 24, 2005

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZlpmqsquZUjfy30qbfek%5Cv
Crosstex Increases Capacity of Proposed North Texas Pipeline by 25%

Crosstex Energy announced on Thursday that it has completed its feasibility study and has entered into definitive agreements to proceed with construction of the North Texas Pipeline project.  Crosstex has increased the initial capacity of its proposed North Texas Pipeline to 250,000 Mcf/d from 200,000 Mcf/d after securing definitive shipping commitments from producers.  The 122-mile, 24-inch diameter pipeline project, announced in December, would ship gas from the Barnett Shale in Texas to markets in the Midwest and eastern US. The cost, initially pegged at $80-mil, has increased to $98-mil with the additional capacity and is scheduled for completion by January 2006.  Depending on the outcome of talks underway with other potential shippers, Crosstex could be add additional compression to expand the capacity up to a maximum of 375,000 Mcf/d."

http://www.platts.com/Natural%20Gas/headlines.jsp
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050224/dath050_1.html
Virginia Legislature Backs Opening State's Coastal Waters to Gas Exploration 

Virginia's Senate on Thursday passed an amended bill that advocates opening for the first time the state's coastal waters to natural gas exploration and production (E&P) activities. 

Source Natural Gas Intelligence, February 24, 2005

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZlpmqsquZUjfy30qbfek%5Cv
Texas Eastern Southeastern Expansion Delayed Until Late 2007 

Federal regulators on Wednesday granted Texas Eastern Transmission LP until November 2007 to complete and place into operation the remaining facilities of its proposed looping and compression expansion of its mainline pipeline in the Southeast.

Source Natural Gas Intelligence, February 24, 2005

http://powermarketers.netcontentinc.net/newsreader.asp?ppa=8kowu%5DZlpmqsquZUjfy30qbfek%5Cv
Other News
Study Says US Northwest Energy Systems are Vulnerable to Sabotage

The US Northwest's high-voltage power transmission lines and oil and natural gas pipelines are vulnerable to sabotage that could leave region facing cascading blackouts and disruption of petroleum supplies, Seattle-based research group Northwest Environment Watch, said in new report. A lone terrorist could bring the Northwest's economy "to its knees for days, an organized band could make it weeks or months," said the report, "Cascadia Scorecard 2005" which was released Thursday.
http://www.platts.com/Electric%20Power/News/8546047.xml?S=n
For entire report see: http://www.northwestwatch.org/scorecard/CascadiaScorecard05_mapless.pdf
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (02/25/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	52.10
	48.45
	37.28

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       6.33
	  5.88
	       5.10


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays
