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Electricity

FirstEnergy Beaver Valley Unit 2 Reactor Reduces Output

FirstEnergy Corp. reduced output from Unit 2 at its 831 MW Beaver Valley nuclear generating station to 42 percent of capacity from 98 percent over the weekend to repair a pump motor.  According to a representative of the company, output will remain at the current level until the repair is completed, likely by the end of the week.  The plant is located in Shippingport, Pennsylvania.  

Bloomberg 12:07, February 28, 2005.

Wisconsin Energy Point Beach 2 Reactor At 100% of Capacity

Wisconsin Energy Corp.'s 518-megawatt Point Beach 2 nuclear generating station reached full capacity by mid-morning on Monday, up from 48 percent earlier in the day.  Operators had reduced output after transmission problems developed over the weekend.  The unit increased output.  The Energy Point facility is located in Two Rivers, Wisconsin, about 50 miles southeast of Green Bay

Bloomberg 12:57, February 28, 2005.

TVA’s Sequoyah 2 Up to 100% of Capacity

The Tennessee Valley Authority's 1,126 MW Unit 2 at its Sequoyah nuclear generating station returned to full electricity output over the weekend from 52 percent on February. 25.  The unit shut down on February 23, when a circuit was opened inadvertently.  The facility is located in Soddy Daisy, Tennessee, about 20 miles northeast of Chattanooga.  

Bloomberg 13:30, February 28, 2005.

Output at Brunswick Unit 1 Increases 

Progress Energy Inc. increased output of Unit 1 at its Brunswick nuclear generating station to 92 percent of capacity as of early Monday. Output had been cut to 23 percent of capacity on February 26 for inspections and a fuel-rod adjustment, Michael McCracken, a spokesman for Progress, said today. The unit, located in Southport, North Carolina, is expected to return to full power soon.

Bloomberg 14:20, February 28, 2005.

Entergy's River Bend Returns to Service

Entergy Corp.'s 966 MW River Bend nuclear generating station returned to service and had ramped up to 33 percent of capacity by early Monday.  The facility was shut on February 19 so that transformer could be replaced.  The single-reactor plant is located in St. Francisville, Louisiana about 30 miles northwest of Baton Rouge.

Bloomberg 14:27, February 28, 2005.

California ISO Board Approves Major New Transmission Line

The Board of Governors of the California Independent System Operator approved a major high-voltage power line that will increase the amount of power that can be moved to southern California from the Southwest.  The project, Southern California Edison's Palo Verde-Devers 2 is a 230-mile 500-kilovolt transmission line that will connect the Palo Verde Substation in Arizona with the Devers Substation in Southern California. The project, including other improvements, could be on line in 2009, with an additional 1,200 megawatts of transmission capacity. The estimated cost is $680 million. 

Source Business Wire, February 25, 2005.
http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5501040
Petroleum

Nigerian Oil Unions Threaten To Strike 

In a joint statement, the white-collar PENGASSAN and the junior staff NUPENG unions said in a statement on Monday that they oppose further layoffs by the Nigerian National Petroleum Corp and Royal Dutch Shell without due consultation. The unions also demand that oil companies producing Nigeria's 2.3 million barrels per day output put an end to contract employment and abuse of expatriate quotas.  The unions gave the government and energy firms 21 days to respond to their concerns.  Over the past decade strikes by Nigeria's oil unions have not affected oil shipments since none lasted longer than about a week and companies were able to manage on skeleton staff for that long.

Reuters 13:09, February 28, 2005

BP’s Whiting Refinery Undamaged by Scaffold Fire

Operations Whiting, Indiana BP oil refinery were not affected by a small a scaffold fire that occurred on Saturday as workers were overhauling a unit at the plant, a company spokesman said on Monday.  According to market sources, the workers were conducting planned maintenance at a gasoline-making fluid catalytic cracking unit.  

Reuters 11:05, February 28, 2005.

Natural Gas 

United States, Canada And Mexico Release Natural Gas Report. 

The North American Energy Working Group (NAEWG), a group of senior energy officials from Canada, Mexico and the United States, on Friday, February 25, released the "North American Natural Gas Vision," a trilateral report on the North American natural gas market.  The report is broken into three sections and includes forecasts through the year 2012.  The report provides an important reference document for governments, businesses and the general public. Report is available at:

http://www.pi.energy.gov/pdf/library/NAEWGGasVision2005.pdf

Source: http://www.energy.gov/engine/content.do?PUBLIC_ID=17526&BT_C

ODE=PR_PRESSRELEASES&TT_CODE=PRESSRELEASE

Source: Department of Homeland Security IAIP Directorate Daily Open Source Infrastructure Report for 28 February 2005

http://www.dhs.gov/interweb/assetlibrary/DHS_IAIP_Daily_2005-02-28.pdf 
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Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (02/28/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	51.75
	48.45
	36.85

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       6.62
	5.88  
	       5.17


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays
