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Electricity

Fire Leaves 15,000 Without Electricity 

An early morning fire destroyed a business and damaged power lines that resulted in some 15,000 Pacific Power customers without electricity.  The outage occurred around 1:30 a.m. on Wednesday morning and disrupted power to Pacific Power substations at Queen Avenue and Vine Street.  According to a company representative power was restored to nearly all customers by about 7 a.m.  The fire burned until the afternoon and caused Highway 20 to be closed for several hours. The cause of the fire remains under investigation.

Source: The Corvallis Gazette Times, March 3, 2005.

http://www.gazettetimes.com/articles/2005/03/03/news/community/thuloc04.txt
Truck Accident Disrupts Power To 18,000 in Skagit

A delivery truck traveling on Highway 9 near Gunderson Road crashed into a utility pole Wednesday morning and disrupted power to 18,000 electricity customers of Puget Sound Energy in Skagit County.  The accident occurred at 11:10 am and left portions of Mount Vernon and Burlington, and sections of the Skagit flats without power until about noon.  The highway was closed until approximately 3:00 pm so that Verizon Communications workers could repair a fiber optic line.

Skagit Valley Herald, March 3, 2005.
http://www.skagitvalleyherald.com/articles/2005/03/03/news/news01.txt
AmerGen’s Clinton Plant Ramps Up to 55% of Capacity

AmerGen Energy Co.'s 1,026-megawatt Clinton nuclear generating station in Illinois exited an outage and increased power to 55 percent of capacity by early Friday according to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission status report.  The plant shut on February 22 to perform repairs on a condenser.  The plant began exiting the outage on Thursday and had ramped up to 9 percent of capacity.  The Clinton facility is located in De Witt County about 160 miles southwest of Chicago.

Reuters 07:14, March 4, 2005.

APS’s Four Corners Unit 4 Shut

APS’s 740 megawatt coal-fired Unit 4 at the Four Corners generating facility in New Mexico, tripped off-line early Friday.  No estimate was available for when the unit might return to service.

Reuters 14:43, March 4, 2005.

Xcel’s Prairie Island Unit 1 Nuke Exiting Outage

Xcel Energy Inc.'s 522 MW unit 1 at the Prairie Island nuclear generating station in Minnesota began to exit an outage and by early Friday had ramped up to 1 percent of capacity according to the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission reactor status report.  The unit shut late March 2 or early March 3 to inspect and repair a valve in the turbine that did not fully close.  When the plant was shut, it had been in the process of exiting an outage earlier in the week and had ramped up to 41 percent of capacity.  The facility is located in Goodhue County about 55 miles southeast of Minneapolis.  Prairie Station Unit 2, meanwhile, continued to operate at full power.

Reuters 07:21, March 4, 2005.

California Geothermal Expansion Plans Challenged by Tribe 

Plans developed by Calpine to expand geothermal output at its Geysers geothermal plant have been challenged in court.  Calpine planned to erect two new plants on land leased from the U.S. Forest Service and then sell the power to the Bonneville Power Administration.  However, the Pit River Tribe has challenged the legality of leases in federal court and claims the 66-square-mile area -- Medicine Lake Highlands -- is sacred ground for religious ceremonies and traditional cultural practices that date back 10,000 years.  

Reuters 18:41, March 3, 2005.

Petroleum

Drilling For Oil In Urban Areas 

Small oil companies have begun searching for oil in the Houston metro area.  Using a combination of well data stretching back to the 1930's with new drilling technology have enabled companies to home in on promising areas long dismissed as unprofitable. 

Source: New York Times, March 3, 2005.

http://www.nytimes.com/2005/03/03/business/03houston.html
Natural Gas 

NiSource Holds Open Season For Appalachian System Expansion
Columbia Gas Transmission Corp’s NiSource Inc. on Wednesday announced an open season for a potential expansion of its existing natural gas pipeline system in the Appalachians.  The proposed expansion would increase capacity along Columbia’s Appalachian system in eastern Kentucky and southern West Virginia and would develop an interconnect with Dominion’s system in southern West Virginia.  The response to the open season will determine the exact scale and scope of the expansion.  The project is scheduled for completion in June 2008 subject to the securing all necessary regulatory, environmental, and right-of-way approvals and authorizations. The open season runs from March 2, 2005, through March 15, 2005

Source: NiSource Inc., March 3, 2005.
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050303/deth004_1.html
Williams Holds Open Season for Basin Expansion Project
On Thursday, Williams announced an open season for the possible expansion of its Northwest Pipeline system.  If shippers respond favorably, the Basin Expansion Project would include expanded facilities between Muddy Creek, Wyo., and the Blanco Hub in New Mexico. Because of the growth in gas production in the region Williams sees a need to expand infrastructure.  According to Phil Wright a Williams’s senior vice president, Williams will determine the cost, facilities, final capacity and rates for the expansion project based on the level of interest shown in the open season.  If the project goes forward Williams anticipates it will be operational in November 2007. 

Source: Williams, March 3, 2005

http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050303/dath042a_1.html
Other News

Russian Oil Port Reopens as Storm Abates 

Russia's main Black Sea oil port of Novorossiysk resumed oil loading on Friday as the gale warning at the port was cancelled early Friday morning.  The port has been closed for most of the week.  The port was closed for a week in February, which resulted in a backlog of vessels that has yet to be eliminated. 

Reuters 04:50, March 4, 2005.

Energy Prices 

Correction: The prices for March 3, 2005 were incorrect, the correct prices were as follows: WTI $53.60 and Natural Gas at Henry Hub $6.71. 

	
	Latest (03/04/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	53.70
	52.10
	36.08

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	6.51
	6.33
	5.27


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

