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Electricity 
 

Power Restoration Nearly Complete after Winter Storm Hits Newfoundland March 11 
A strong winter storm producing hurricane force winds knocked out power to at least 70,000 Newfoundland Power 

customers on Saturday. Wind gusts of up to 112 mph downed trees and powerlines, damaged at least one 

transmission line, and hampered restoration efforts, according to the utility. Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro on 

Monday morning reported unit 1 at its Holyrood generating station was fully back online, ending a power warning 

that was issued on Sunday. As of 3:30 p.m. EST on Monday, approximately 5,000 customers remained without 

power. 

https://www.nlhydro.com/update-power-watch-effect-avalon-peninsula/ 

https://twitter.com/NFPower 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/winds-march-12-1.4021487 

 

PG&E’s 1,087 MW Diablo Canyon Nuclear Unit 2 in California Reduced to 85 Percent by 

March 13 
On the morning of March 12, the unit was operating at full power. 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2017/ 

 

Update: Entergy’s 966 MW River Bend Nuclear Unit 1 in Louisiana Restarts March 12, 

Ramps Up to 19 Percent by March 13 
The unit was shut on March 10 from 11 percent due to the closure of the main turbine control valves. 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2017/ 

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/event/2017/20170313en.html 

 

Update: Duke Energy’s 1,100 MW McGuire Nuclear Unit 2 in North Carolina Ramps Up 

to 78 Percent by March 12 
On the morning of March 11, the unit was operating at 56 percent after restarting on March 9. The unit shut from 

full power on February 23 due to reactor coolant system pressure boundary leakage.  

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2017/ 

https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/event/2017/20170224en.html 

 

Update: Exelon’s 1,022 MW Clinton Nuclear Unit in Illinois Ramps Up to 99 Percent by 

March 11 
On the morning of March 10, the unit was operating at 87 percent, reduced from 99 percent on March 9. 

http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2017/ 

 

Termoelectrica De Mexicali’s 625 MW Gas-fired Unit in California Reduced by March 12 
The unit entered an unplanned curtailment of 221 MW. 

http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201703121515.html 

 

Martinez Cogen Limited Partnership’s 115 MW Gas-fired Unit in California Shut by 

March 12 
The unit entered an unplanned outage. 

http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201703121515.html 
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Update: NCPA’s 303 MW Lodi Gas-fired Unit in California Returns to Service by March 

11 
The unit returned from an unplanned outage that began on March 10. 

http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201703111515.html 

 

AES’s 175 MW Redondo Gas-fired Unit 6 in California Shut by March 10 
The unit entered an unplanned outage. 

http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201703101515.html 

 

FirstEnergy Energizes New 69 kV Transmission Line in Ohio March 10  
FirstEnergy Corp. announced it energized a 69 kV transmission line that will modernize the local power grid to meet 

the future needs of Ohio Edison customers in Ashland County. The rebuild project involved removing an older, 

existing transmission line and replacing it with a new set of wood poles capable of carrying new, higher capacity 

wires. Crews installed nearly seven miles of wire on 127 new wooden structures within the existing right-of-way, 

reducing impact on affected property owners in Perrysville Village and Green Township, Ohio. In addition, remote 

control switching devices were added to help prevent some outages from occurring, the utility said. If an outage 

does occur, this advanced equipment can automatically pinpoint the location of a service disruption and limit the 

outage to only those customers where the damage occurred, the utility added.  

https://www.firstenergycorp.com/newsroom/news_releases/firstenergy-energizes-new-transmission-line-in-ashland-

county.html 

 

 

Petroleum 
 

Update: Plains Says Its 100,000 b/d Wahsatch Crude Oil Pipeline Resumes Service March 

10; Tesoro Restores Normal Operations at its 57,500 b/d Salt Lake City, Utah Refinery 

March 13  
Plains All American Pipeline, L.P. said it returned its 16-inch Wahsatch crude oil pipeline to service late Friday. The 

pipeline was shut on February 10 as a precautionary measure due to indications of soil movement in a mountainous 

area. Tesoro Corp said on Monday its Salt Lake City refinery was operating normally following the pipeline restart. 

Production was reduced at the refinery when Plain’s shut the pipeline. There was no release of crude oil from the 

pipeline, which runs from Evanston, Wyoming, into the Salt Lake City area in Utah. 

Reuters, 8:41 March 13, 2017 

Reuters, 12:10 March 13, 2017 

 

Update: HCU at Motiva’s 235,000 b/d Convent, Louisiana Refinery May Reach Full 

Capacity Next Week – Sources 
Motiva Enterprises LLC's Convent, Louisiana, refinery may restore the 45,000 b/d heavy oil hydrocracking unit 

(HCU), called the H-Oil Unit, to production at full capacity next week, sources familiar with plant operations said 

on Monday. The H-Oil Unit was heavily damaged in an August 11 fire and was shut down. The unit returned to 

production at half capacity at the end of November, with the start of one of two production trains on the unit. The H-

Oil Unit was shut on March 3 to begin tying together both production trains prior to restarting. The H-Oil Unit is 

unique because it converts residual crude under high heat and pressure in the presence of hydrogen into motor fuel. 

Most refineries send residual crude like that which the H-Oil Unit processes to a coking unit to produce motor fuel 

feedstock and make petroleum coke, a coal substitute. 
Reuters, 16:14 March 13, 2017 
 

PBF Reports Potential Flaring at Its 182,200 b/d Delaware City, Delaware Refinery March 

10  
PBF Energy reported potential intermittent periods of flaring at its Delaware City, Delaware refinery due to changes 

to operations on March 10, according to a community information line. 

Reuters, 16:32 March 10, 2017 
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Motiva Restarts Coker after Initial Snag at its 603,000 b/d Port Arthur, Texas Refinery 

March 13 – Sources 
The restart of a coker unit at Motiva Enterprises’ Port Arthur, Texas, refinery was complete after it was initially 

slowed due to problems with a wet gas compressor, sources familiar with plant operations said on Monday. 

Operators took action to resolve the issue, and by the afternoon, the unit was restarted. Motiva reported flaring and 

emissions associated with the snag and restart. The 54,000 b/d coking unit was shut on February 6 for a planned six-

week overhaul. Work on the unit was nearing completion on March 2, with the restart planned between March 10 

and 12.  

Reuters, 15:36 March 13, 2017 

 

Update: Total May Finish FCCU Repairs at Its 225,500 b/d Port Arthur, Texas Refinery 

This Week – Sources 
Total SA may complete repairs this week on the fluidic catalytic cracking unit (FCCU) at its Port Arthur, Texas, 

refinery, Gulf Coast market sources said on Monday. Production at the refinery and on the 76,000 b/d FCCU was 

cut back due to a fire on February 7. The FCCU and the refinery may boost production next week if the repairs are 

successful, according to the sources. Both the FCCU and refinery were running at 84 percent of capacity after 

repairs started following the fire.  

Reuters, 13:56 March 13, 2017 

 

Valero Reports Flaring at Its 100,000 b/d Houston, Texas Refinery March 10 
Valero Energy Corp reported flaring at its Houston, Texas refinery on March 10, according to a community alert 

line. 

Reuters, 9:59 March 10, 2017 

 

Suncor Reports Power Outage, Operational Upset at Its 103,000 b/d Commerce City, 

Colorado Refinery March 12  
Suncor Energy on Sunday said it could take several days to normalize operations at its Commerce City, Colorado 

refinery following a power outage that shut several units on Saturday night. Power was restored but Suncor said it 

was still assessing the units that were affected by the outage, which occurred due to an interruption in power from 

Xcel Energy. Suncor also reported hydrogen sulfide emissions associated with the power outage. The company said 

it was too soon to predict the impact on operations from the incident. 

Reuters, 23:07 March 12, 2017 

Reuters, 15:54 March 12, 2017 

 

Tesoro Says Unit Restart Process Underway at Its 166,000 b/d Martinez, California 

Refinery March 13 
Tesoro Corp on Monday said it was in the process of restarting a hydro processing unit at its Martinez, California 

refinery after the unit experienced an operational upset on March 10, according to a Contra Costa Health Services 

filing. 

Reuters, 14:18 March 13, 2017 

 

PBF Reports Emissions at Its 180,000 b/d Paulsboro, New Jersey Refinery March 10 
PBF Energy reported a release of hydrogen sulfide from a safety valve on a piece of process equipment at its 

Paulsboro, New Jersey refinery on March 10, according to a National Response Center filing made public on 

Monday. 
Reuters, 15:47 March 13, 2017 

 

DNREC Issues Fine to Delaware City Refining Company, PBF over Illegal Oil Shipments 

March 10 
The Delaware Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Control (DNREC) on Friday issued a $150,000 

fine to Delaware City Refining Company and PBF Energy’s Delaware City refinery for shipping crude oil to 

facilities not allowed under conditions of its permit. The department says the refinery was allowed to ship oil only to 

a PBF facility in Paulsboro, New Jersey. But the state found the refinery made 17 barge shipments of crude oil to 

other locations in 2014. The refinery has 30 days to appeal. A refinery spokeswoman said the company is evaluating 

its options. It does not dispute the shipments but believes they were permissible. 

Reuters, 11:01 March 11, 2017 
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Canadian Coast Guard Responds to Oil Spill off Vancouver Island, British Columbia 

March 10 
The Canadian Coast Guard on Friday responded to an oil spill off the north coast of Vancouver Island, the second 

spill in the area in a week. The Department of Fisheries and Oceans (DFO) Canada estimated around 47 gallons of 

fuel was in the water near the Port Harvey Marina, south of Port McNeill. The source of the spill was not yet known, 

and according to the DFO, the spill is not recoverable. Transport Canada conducted an overflight of the area on 

Friday afternoon and the Coast Guard will remain on the scene to monitor the situation. 

http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/spills-environmental-emergencies/spill-

incidents/diesel-spill-south-of-port-mcneill 

http://vancouverisland.ctvnews.ca/canadian-coast-guard-responds-to-oil-spill-off-vancouver-island-1.3320371 

 

U.S. Oil Rig Count Increases to 617 March 10 – Baker Hughes 
U.S. drillers added eight oil rigs in the week to March 10, bringing the total count up to 617, the most since 

September 2015, energy services firm Baker Hughes said on Friday. The rig count was at 386 one year ago. Baker 

Hughes oil rig count fell from a record 1,609 in October 2014 to a six-year low of 316 in May 2016. 

http://www.rigzone.com/news/oil_gas/a/148814/Baker_Hughes_US_Oil_Rig_Count_Rises_To_Most_Since_Sept_2

015 

 

 

Natural Gas 
 

Update: ANR Pipe Line Extends Capacity Restrictions for Its Southeast Area Pipeline 

Segment in Louisiana March 13  
ANR on Monday was continuing unplanned maintenance at its Eunice Compressor Station in Louisiana located in 

the Southeast Area Fuel Segment 1. As a result, ANR will restrict delivery capacity by 221 MMcf/d, leaving 381 

MMcf/d available, from March 13 through March 31, and by 29 MMcf/d, leaving 588 MMcf/d available, from April 

1 through October 31. Based on current eastbound nominations through the Eunice Compressor Station, it is 

anticipated that the reductions may result in the curtailment of IT and Firm Secondary nominations.  

http://anrebb.transcanada.com/ 

 

Atlas Pipeline Reports Leak at Its 195 MMcf/d Midkiff Gas Plant in Texas March 9 
Atlas Pipeline reported a leak developed on the inlet piping of the B-Plant compression. In order to repair the leak, 

the B-Plant compression and the consolidator cryogenic process were shut. Before initiating the shutdown, 

operations ensured that offload compressor stations, which direct inlet gas to another Targa plant, were running at 

full capacity. Other Targa plants directly connected to the gathering system raised throughputs as much as possible 

to minimize the emissions related to the shutdown. As soon as the repairs were made to the inlet piping, operators 

started up the B-Plant and consolidator cryogenic process, and the emission event ended. 

http://www2.tceq.texas.gov/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=253972 

 

 

Other News 
 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

International News 
 

Nothing to report. 
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Energy Prices  
 

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices 
March 13, 2017 

 Today Week Ago Year Ago 

CRUDE OIL 
West Texas Intermediate U.S. 
$/Barrel 

47.90 53.14 38.46 

NATURAL GAS  
Henry Hub 
$/Million Btu 

2.98 2.50 1.70 

Source: Reuters 

 

 

Links 
 

This Week in Petroleum from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp  
Updated every Wednesday.  

 

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA 
http://www.eia.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html 
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM ET every Wednesday. 

 

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA  
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp 
Updated after 2:00 PM ET every Thursday. 

 

 

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY 
 

Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published 

Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it 

provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage.  Energy Assurance Daily is updated 

online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. ET.  For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and 

Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:  

http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx 

 

Please direct comments and questions to:  ead@oe.netl.doe.gov 
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