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Electricity

UPDATE – Constellation’s Maryland Calvert Cliffs 1 Nuke Reduced

Constellation Energy Group Inc.’s 850 megawatt Calvert Cliffs 1 nuclear unit in Maryland was at 35 percent power early Monday after it tripped off line on Saturday due to the loss of a feedwater pump, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in a daily report.  The unit, in Lusby, Maryland, had been running at full power on Friday, the NRC said in a previous report.  The unit is expected to ramp back up to full power before shutting in early April for planned refueling and maintenance.  Constellation Nuclear operates the nuclear reactors of its parent company, Constellation of Baltimore, Maryland. 
March 22, 2004, 0811
http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/040322/utilities_constellation_calvertcliffs_1.html
NRC Must Study Terror Threat to Nuclear Project Says Attorney General California Attorney General Bill Lockyer last Friday filed an amicus brief in federal court urging the NRC to evaluate the effects a terrorist attack would have on a nuclear fuel storage facility proposed by Pacific Gas & Electric.  The PG&E Corp. unit is looking to expand spent fuel storage capacity at its 2,200 megawatt Diablo Canyon Nuclear Plant near San Luis Obispo, CA.  The utility expects a decision from the NRC soon on whether it can proceed with the project, which it hopes to complete in 2006, said Pacific Gas & Electric spokesperson Jeff Lewis.  The NRC ruled in January 2003 that it didn’t have to address potential terrorism in its environmental assessment of the facility, a position which endangers California residents, Lockyer said.  Lockyer’s friend-of-the-court brief, filed at the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, asks that the NRC be ordered to conduct a study on the effects of a possible terrorist attack, and to hold public hearings in the process. 
Dow Jones Business News, March 19, 2004
http://biz.yahoo.com/djus/040319/1603000844_1.html
UPDATE – TVA’s Tenn. Sequoyah 1 Nuke Back at Full Power

The Tennessee Valley Authority’s 1,148 megawatt Sequoyah 1 nuclear unit in Tennessee was back at full power early Monday, the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission said in its power reactor status report.  The unit, in Soddy-Daisy, Tennessee, had tripped off line one week ago.

Reuters, March 22, 2004, 0745
Utility Promises Nuclear Reforms
The operator of the Salem nuclear-power complex last Thursday gave itself poor marks in encouraging employees to raise safety and equipment concerns.  PSEG Nuclear officials acknowledged its shortcomings during a meeting with the federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC).  In January, the NRC sent a letter to PSEG expressing concerns about the station’s “work environment, particularly as it relates to the handling of emergent equipment issues and associated operational decision making.”  Thursday’s meeting allowed the company to begin outlining its response plan.  Company officials said it will take years to completely fix its work environment problems, but said they have launched numerous measures toward that end, including independent reviewers who are interviewing employees to determine the cause of problems. Courier-Post (NJ), March 19, 2004

http://www.courierpostonline.com/news/southjersey/m031904g.htm\
Petroleum

Tanker, Two Barges Collide in Houston Ship Channel
The Houston Ship Channel was closed for nearly four hours last Friday afternoon after an 800-foot tanker collided with a tugboat pushing two barges, causing about 500 barrels of a high-octane petroleum product to spill, the Coast Guard said.  All five people aboard the tug, David and Colleen, were accounted for with no injuries.  Coast Guard officials said the leak was plugged and the spilled petroleum was evaporating and not likely to cause an environmental hazard.  “It’s similar to gasoline.   It has a high evaporation point,” said Petty Officer Nick Cangemi of the spilled substance, called raffinate.  The incident occurred around 2:15 p.m. just north of where the channel meets the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway, not far from the Texas City Dike.  

Houston Chronicle, March 19, 2004 
http://www.chron.com/cs/CDA/ssistory.mpl/metropolitan/245827 0
Natural Gas 

Nothing to report.
Other

Royal Navy Urged to Protect Ships from Piracy Raids
The UK government is facing growing pressure to provide Royal Navy patrols to protect merchant vessels against international piracy on the high seas.  Amid growing fears for their members’ safety, mariners’ union Numast is urging the government to recognize that the global shipping trade is a soft target for pirates and terrorists, and that the Royal Navy should be engaged in convoys to protect British interests at sea.  Numast’s Andrew Linington said that 90% of world trade moves by sea, providing rich and easy pickings.  But there is also a “huge” potential terrorist threat posed by the environmental impact of a deliberate tanker spill or a gas or chemical tanker being used as a floating bomb, either of which are “very real scenarios.”  The frequency of pirate attacks and the level of violence used have steadily increased over the last 10 years.  In 2003, 445 incidents were reported, in which 21 seafarers died and 71 passengers and crew went missing, according to the International Maritime Bureau’s Piracy Reporting Center.
Sunday Herald (UK), March 19, 2004 
http://www.sundayherald.com/40671
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (3/22/04)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	37.12
	37.47
	27.18

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  5.46
  
	  5.59
	 5.05


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays 

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays 

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

