[image: image1.jpg]


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Electricity and 
Energy Assurance

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY
March 31, 2005

Electricity


675MW Coal Unit Addition Planned For NRG Plant, LA

The unit will be added to the existing Big Cajun plant in Louisiana.  NRG is in the process of seeking permits and expects approval from regulators to come soon.  The addition will be an advanced pulverized coal unit.

Dow Jones Newswire, http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5568513
Seminole Electric Coop Planning Additional 750MW Coal Unit

The 750MW Unit 3 will be added to the existing Seminole Generation Station in Putnam, FL.  The station has two existing units that produce 1300MW.  Seminole says the unit is needed to meet the energy demands of its 10 member systems.  The new unit will employ best available emission control technology as well as add new emission controls to the existing units.

Energy Central, http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5569120
Northwest U.S. Bracing for Effects of Dry Winter and Reduced Hydro Output

Energy Central, http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5566403
Xcel Energy Inc.’s 593MW Prairie Island 2 Shuts, MN

The unit was shut March 30 to repair an air-conditioning system that maintains temperatures for plant equipment.  There is no estimate on when the repair will be completed.

Bloomberg News 0925, March 31, 2005

Petroleum

Amuay Bay Refinery Shut

PDVSA’s 650,000 bpd refinery in Venezuela was shut down today due to an electrical system failure.  The cause of the failure and the extent of damage are unclear at this time.

OPIS Price Watch Alert, March 31, 2005
Large Corn Crop to Keep Midwest Diesel Demand High

High plantings of corn across the Midwest this season are expected to keep demand for low sulfur fuels high in the region.  Corn crops have reached 20-year highs and are more fuel intensive than other crops to plant, grow, and harvest.

Reuters 1400, March 31, 2005

Cracker Unit Shut in Pasadena, TX

Pasadena Refining System shut a fluid catalytic cracker unit and an alkylation unit at its refinery in Pasadena, Texas for two weeks.  Crude runs were cut by 50 percent affecting gasoline production at the facility.  The refinery has a 100,000 bpd gasoline production capacity.

Reuters 0955, March 31, 2005

Natural Gas 

Pipeline Damage Causes NGPL to Curtail Natural Gas Shipments

NGPL curtailed eastbound shipments today due to what the company called “significant third-party damage” to a section of pipeline.  There is no estimate on how long the repair will take.

Bloomberg News 1106, March 31, 2005

Natural Gas Pipeline Damaged by Power Pole Installation

Kinder Morgan Inc. shut part of a natural gas pipeline in northeast Texas on March 30 after it was damaged by a power pole installation too close to the gas line.  The damage did not cause a leak but prompted safety concerns.  The section of pipe was to be replaced and it was estimated that flow would resume early today.

Bloomberg News 1320, March 31, 2005

KeySpan Considering New Safety Measures at LNG Facility in Providence, RI

Energy Central, http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/gas/news_article.cfm?id=5568797
VA Governor Vetoes Drilling Bill

Virginia Governor Mark Warner vetoed a bill that would seek federal government approval to drill for natural gas of the east coast of the state.  The bill would secure a federal exemption for the state from the ongoing offshore drilling ban on the east and west coasts.

Energy Intelligence, Oil Daily, March 31, 2005

Other News

Duke Says Spent Nuclear Fuel Safe

Despite a national report urging U.S. nuclear facilities to move their spent fuel storage from wet pools to dry storage, Duke says their spent nuclear fuel is safe.  The report suggests that dry storage facilities are safer in the event of a terrorist attack.  Duke says their fuel is safe due to the design of the storage and the security measures in place.

The Greenville News, SC, http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5568527
GM, DaimlerChrysler Enter Hydrogen Deal with DOE

General Motors and DaimlerChrysler entered a deal with the Department of Energy to build a fleet of hydrogen fuel cell vehicles and further develop the technology.  The vehicles will be demonstrated in Washington, New York, California, and Michigan.

Energy Intelligence, Oil Daily, March 31, 2005

Security Breach at Omaha Substation, Power Line Cut

An intruder intentionally cut a power line at an Omaha Public Power District substation on March 27th.  A 13,800 volt power line was completely cut.  OPPD employees believe the culprit is most likely a homeless person seeking to sell the copper within the wire.  Employees who arrived at the scene found a saw and smelled burning flesh. They believe the person who cut the line is seriously burned.  

The Omaha Channel, http://www.theomahachannel.com/news/4328111/detail.html?rss=oma&psp=news
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (03/31/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	55.31
	49.85
	35.75

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	7.46
	7.07
	5.63


Source: Reuters

***Note: Beginning on Wednesday of last week (March 23), the Reuters spot price for WTI was much less than what other sources reported.  Although it is clear that the price of crude dropped on Wednesday following the release by EIA of larger than expected petroleum stock numbers, other sources put the drop in the range of $2.00 to $5.25 whereas Reuters reported a price drop for WTI crude oil of about $6.50.  On March 29th the price differential appears to have closed with respect to the spot prices by Reuters and Bloomberg ($54.26 and $54.30 respectively).   

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
