[image: image1.jpg]


U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Electricity and 
Energy Assurance

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY
April 18, 2005

Electricity

Unit 6 at Bruce B Shut Following A Transformer Fire April 16

On April 16, a transformer fire occurred at Unit of the Bruce B nuclear generating station forcing the facility to shut down at 7:45 p.m.  Although the fire was quickly extinguished without injuries or radioactive material release, nonetheless some insulating oil apparently from a storm drain did enter Lake Huron.  Maintenance crews will be replacing the transformer.  There was no information available about how long the facility will remain shut.  

Source: Canada Newswire, April 16, 2005

http://www.newswire.ca/en/releases/orgDisplay.cgi?okey=7203
http://www.energycentral.com/centers/news/daily/article.cfm?aid=5601902
NRC Approves Uprating for Waterford 
On Friday, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved a request from Entergy to uprate (increase capacity) of unit 3 at the Waterford nuclear generating station.  The capacity will increase by 8 percent adding approximately 68 MW to the capacity of the unit, the largest uprating authorized by the NRC to date.
Source: Platts April 15, 2005.

http://www.platts.com/Nuclear/headlines.jsp
Alert at Millstone Ends but Unit 3 Remains Shut
On Sunday morning at 8:42 AM, Dominion declared an Alert at its Millstone nuclear generating station when the 1,150 MW unit 3 automatically shutdown of low steam pressure in the secondary piping system.  Dominion declared the alert terminated in the early evening on the same day. Dominion is conducting an investigation and will report its findings to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.  According to Reuters, a company spokesman could not comment on the length of the outage.

Source: Dominion Press Release, April 17, 19:43

http://www.dom.com/news/elec2005/pr0417c.jsp
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050417/nysu029.html?.v=2
Reuters 14:16, April 18, 2005

Xcel’s 522MW Prairie Island 2 Nuke Shut for Repair

The unit shut on April 15 due to a problem with the backup diesel generator.

Reuters 14:16, April 18, 2005

NPPD’s 800MW Cooper Nuke Returns to Service

The unit was shut down automatically on April 15 due to declining water level in the reactor.  It was operating at 47 percent of capacity early Monday.

Reuters 14:16, April 18, 2005

AEP’s 528MW Welsh Coal Fired Unit 1 Shut

The unit shut April 16 to repair a boiler tube leak.

Reuters 09:45, April 18, 2005

SCE’s 1,070MW San Onofre Unit 2 Shut

The unit was shut April 17 to repair a pump.

Reuters 15:01, April 18, 2005

Spring Storm Knocks Out Power to 15,000 in Alberta

A spring snowstorm caused more than 15,000 customers to lose power in the Lloydminster area Thursday evening.  Most customers had power restored by 3:13 AM.   

Lloydminster Meridian Booster, April 17, 2005

http://www.meridianbooster.com/story.php?id=155324
Petroleum

OPEC Spare Capacity Increasing
OPEC in its latest Monthly Oil Market Report states that by the end of 2005, despite increasing demand and a slight downturn in non-OPEC production spare capacity among its member nations will grot to approximately 3.5 million b/d.  In 2004 OPEC added approximately 800,000 b/d and during 2005, it is slated to add about twice that amount with an additional 800,000 b/d to be added during 2006.
Oil Daily April 18, 2005

Oil Production Climbing in Sudan

According to the Energy Ministry, new oil fields in the Sudan are expected to boost production by some 150,000 b/d by summer.  As new fields come on-line, oil production is anticipated to reach 500,000 b/d by August up from the 2004 average of 343,000 b/d.  The ministry has a further target of 750,000 b/d by late 2006.   

Source: Platts, April 18, 2005.

http://www.platts.com/Oil/headlines.jsp
OPEC Unlikely Officially Hike Production Quota Before June Meeting

On Monday, Sheikh Ahmed Fahed al-Sabah president of OPEC indicated that with prices of crude oil falling, OPEC will not formally address the question of an increase in production quotas until its meeting scheduled for June.  Nonetheless, he does believe that an increase in production from OPEC members will occur in May without any formal resolution, but simply to meet increased demand.  

http://www.platts.com/Oil/Resources/News%20Features/opec/index.xml.
http://www.platts.com/Oil/headlines.jsp
Valero Cuts Production at St Charles Refinery for Unplanned Maintenance

Confirming rumors that circulated on Friday of a problem at its 155,000 b/d St Charles, Louisiana refinery, on Monday Valero announced that it had shut a unit on Saturday for unplanned maintenance.  The outage will reduce daily production of gasoline by approximately 8,000 b/d and distillate production by about 25,000 b/d.  Valero anticipates that the unit will be returned to service in about 10 days to two weeks.  The exact nature of the problem was not disclosed.  

Source: OPIS 15:22, April 18, 2005; Reuters 15:22, April 18, 2005

Natural Gas 

Tidelands Seeking Permits to Build Two Gas Pipelines
Tidelands Oil & Gas Corporation announced on Thursday that its wholly owned subsidiary, Sonora Pipeline, L.L.C., filed with the Railroad Commission of Texas for permits for the construction and operation of two pipelines -- the Progresso International Pipeline and the Mission International Pipeline.  Both be 30-inch, 500 MMCF/d capacity lines are designed to supply natural gas markets in Mexico, and are designed to be bi-directional to allow for gas to flow from the U.S. to Mexico or vice versa. 

Source: Tidelands Oil & Gas Corporation, April 14, 2005
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050414/dath049.html?.v=3
Pipeline Repair Plan Approved
Pacific Energy Partners, L.P announced that plans for temporary repairs to be made to its damaged Line 63 have been approved and work to repair the line will begin immediately and take approximately one week to complete.  The line was damaged in a landslide on March 23 and has been out of service since that time.  To minimize impact on customers, the company is moving some shipments of light crude oil from line 63 to its Line 2000.

Source: Pacific Energy Partners, L.P Press Release, April 18, 2005.

http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050418/185530.html?.v=1
LNG Imports Up by 29%in Q4 2004 – U.S. DOE

According to the latest figures available from the U.S. Department of Energy, during the fourth quarter of 2004, imports of Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) increased by 29 percent to reach 652 billion cubic feet.  

http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=21840
Other News

Nothing to Report

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (04/18/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	50.52
	53.71
	41.53

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  6.95
	  7.17
	  6.41


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
