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Electricity 
 
Update: Georgia Power Brings Second 840 MW Plant McDonough-Atkinson Natural Gas-
Fired Unit into Service April 26 
The second of Georgia Power’s three, 840 MW natural gas combined-cycle units at Plant McDonough-Atkinson in 
Smyrna, Georgia became operational April 26, the utility announced today in a press release. Georgia Power placed 
the first of three units online in December 2011. The third unit is currently under construction and is expected to 
become operational in November 2012.The addition of these natural gas combined-cycle units will help meet the 
expected growth in customer electricity needs and ensure reliability in Metro Atlanta and North Georgia. Georgia 
Power retired the two coal units at Plant McDonough-Atkinson on September 30, 2011 and February 29, 2012, 
respectively.  
http://www.georgiapower.com/news/iframe_pressroom.asp?nav=left_news  
 
Calpine to Add More Than 500 MW of Natural Gas-Fired Generation Capacity in Texas to 
Avoid Rolling Outages  
Calpine Corp. said on Friday it will add more than 500 MW of generation capacity in Texas by summer 2014 to help 
the state avoid rolling outages, according to officials. Calpine will use turbines it already owns to add 260 MW of 
capacity each at its Deer Park Energy Center and at the Channel Energy Center, near Houston. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/27/utilities-calpine-texas-
idUSL2E8FRM8320120427?feedType=RSS&feedName=marketsNews&rpc=43  
 
Navy, SDG&E Nearing Deal to Help Avoid Blackouts in California This Summer; Navy to 
Reduce Electricity Use at Its San Diego Bases in Exchange for Rate Cuts 
The U.S. Navy is nearing an agreement with San Diego Gas & Electric (SDG&E) in an effort to reduce the threat of 
blackouts if Southern California Edison’s (SCE) 2,150 MW San Onofre nuclear plant remains offline this summer, 
according to reports. (SCE has kept both units at the nuclear plant offline since January to test and inspect the steam 
generators, whose tubes have been flagged for unusual degradations.) Under the agreement, the Navy would reduce 
electricity use at its San Diego-area bases if power supplies run short, in exchange for savings on rates. SDG&E has 
similar agreements with large industrial customers. 
http://www.wbir.com/national/article/218175/16/Navy-nears-deal-to-help-avoid-Cal-power-shortages 
  
Update: NRC, USACE Clear Environmental Review of Progress Energy’s Proposal to 
Build Two New 1,100 MW Nuclear Reactors in Levy County, Florida 
The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Jacksonville 
District, have completed the Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Combined Licenses (COL) for 
the proposed Levy County Units 1 and 2. Progress Energy submitted a COL application July 30, 2008, seeking 
permission to construct and operate two AP1000 nuclear reactors at the Levy County site. The AP1000 is a 
Westinghouse 1,100 MW electric pressurized-water reactor design the NRC certified in December 2011. The NRC 
concludes in the FEIS that there are no environmental impacts that would preclude issuing the COLs for 
construction and operation of the proposed reactors at the site, near Crystal River, Florida. The NRC’s publishing of 
the FEIS is only part of the overall Levy County COL review; other safety evaluations and licensing procedures 
must be completed before the NRC can reach a final decision on the COL application. 
http://pbadupws.nrc.gov/docs/ML1211/ML12118A505.pdf  
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Officials Extinguish Fire at TVA’s 950 MW Bull Run Coal-Fired Power Plant in Tennessee 
April 27–28  
Officials on Sunday were monitoring the Tennessee Valley Authority’s (TVA) Bull Run Fossil Plant in Claxton 
after a fire broke out there this weekend, according to reports. Operators discovered a fire near the coal belt 
conveyor system around 10:00 AM Saturday morning, a TVA spokesman said. By Sunday the fire was under 
control. The plant was not in operation when the fire broke out, and the incident is not expected to affect operations. 
The extent of any possible damage is not yet clear. Officials were investigating the cause of the fire. 
http://www.wbir.com/rss/article/218157/2/Update-Crews-monitoring-fire-at-TVAs-Bull-Run-plant  
 
Update: PG&E’s 1,087 MW Diablo Canyon Nuclear Unit 2 in California Restarts April 29, 
Ramps Up to 48 Percent by April 30 
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) on April 25 manually shut Diablo Canyon nuclear Unit 2 due to an influx of sea 
salp—a small, jellyfish-like organism—in the intake structure.  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2012/ 
 
Update: PSE&G’s 1,096 MW Salem Nuclear Unit 1 in New Jersey at Full Power by April 
28 
Operators reduced Salem nuclear Unit 1 to 89 percent by April 27.  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2012/ 
 
Update: Constellation’s 835 MW Calvert Cliffs Nuclear Unit 2 in Maryland at Full Power 
by April 28 
Operators reduced Calvert Cliffs nuclear Unit 2 to 65 percent by April 27. 
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2012/ 
 
Update: Entergy’s 510 MW Vermont Yankee Nuclear Unit in Vermont Ramped Up to 94 
Percent by April 28 
Operators had reduced the Vermont Yankee nuclear unit to 35 percent April 24.  
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/event-status/reactor-status/2012/ 
 
Dynegy’s 754 MW Moss Landing Gas-Fired Unit 6 in California Shut by April 29 
The unit entered an unplanned outage. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201204291515.html  
 
AES’s 498 MW Alamitos Gas-Fired Unit 5 in California Shut by April 27 
The unit entered an unplanned outage. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201204271515.html   
 
Update: AES’s 496 MW Redondo Gas-Fired Unit 8 in California Returns to Service by 
April 27 
The unit had reported an unplanned outage that began by April 24, according to the California Independent System 
Operator. By April 25, the unit was reporting an unplanned curtailment of 256 MW. The unit was restored to full 
power by April 27.  
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201204241515.html  
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201204251515.html  
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201204271515.html  
 
Update: GenOn Energy’s 246 MW Coolwater Gas-Fired Unit 4 in California Returns to 
Service by April 29 
The unit returned from an unplanned outage that began by April 26. 
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201204291515.html  
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Navajo Community Plans 30 MW Solar Power Plant on Tribal Land in To’Hajilee, New 
Mexico 
A Navajo community living in To’Hajiilee, New Mexico is planning to install a 30 MW solar photovoltaic power 
plant across more than 200 acres of tribal land, a project that has been funded in part by the U.S. Department of 
Energy’s Tribal Energy Program. Pending a power purchase agreement, the To’Hajiilee solar project, also known as 
the Shandiin Solar project, could be constructed in 9 months.  
http://www.solarpower.org/News/2012042701-native-american-community-plans-30-mw-solar-installation-on-
tribal-land.aspx 
 
 

Petroleum 
 
Energy Transfer Partners to Acquire Sunoco; Under Merger Agreement Sunoco Still 
Exiting Refining Business 
Energy Transfer Partners, L.P. (ETP) and Sunoco, Inc. today announced that they have entered into a definitive 
merger agreement whereby ETP will acquire Sunoco for approximately $5.3 billion. This combination expands 
ETP’s presence in the transportation, terminalling, and logistics of crude oil, natural gas liquids, and refined 
products. The transaction has been approved by each company’s board of directors and is expected to close in the 
third or fourth quarter of 2012, subject to approval of Sunoco shareholders and customary regulatory approvals. 
Following the closing, Sunoco and Sunoco Logistics Partners will operate under the Energy Transfer Equity, L.P. 
umbrella of companies. In addition, under the merger agreement, Sunoco will continue its plans for exiting its 
refining business as previously announced, as well as continue its plans for the proposed refinery joint venture being 
discussed by Sunoco and The Carlyle Group.  
http://ir.energytransfer.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=106094&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=1688772  
 
ExxonMobil Shuts 22-Inch North Line in Louisiana April 28 Due to Leak 
ExxonMobil on Monday reported cleanup operations were continuing at the site of a crude oil spill near Torbert, 
Louisiana after a leak was detected on the 22-inch North Line crude oil pipeline over the weekend, according to 
reports. The North Line originates in St. James, Louisiana and delivers oil from the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port and 
offshore Louisiana grades to delivery points across Louisiana, including the Mid-Valley Pipeline, Alon’s Krotz 
Springs refinery, Calumet’s Shreveport refinery, Lion Oil’s El Dorado refinery, and ExxonMobil’s Baton Rouge 
refinery, according to the ExxonMobil website. Operators shut the pipeline Saturday night after identifying a loss in 
pressure, and the spill has since been contained in the immediate area. The cause of the spill is under investigation. 
ExxonMobil estimated approximately 1,900 barrels of oil spilled, according to its initial filings with environmental 
regulators. The company was working to minimize any potential impacts to customers.  
Reuters, 11:57 April 30, 2012 
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/cleanup-continuing-at-location-of-crude-oil-spill-by-exxonmobil-pipeline-
company-2012-04-30  
 
ExxonMobil Completes Startup of Unidentified Unit at Its 238,600 b/d Joliet, Illinois 
Refinery April 27 
ExxonMobil on Friday completed the startup of an unidentified unit at its Joliet refinery, according to a filing with 
the Illinois Emergency Management Agency. The startup triggered flaring at the refinery and the release of sulfur 
dioxide and nitrogen oxide into the atmosphere, according to the filing. On April 24 ExxonMobil reported an 
unspecified equipment malfunction led to flaring at the refinery. Operators removed the equipment from service.  
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/29/refinery-operations-exxon-joliet-
idUSL1E8FT2U920120429?feedType=RSS&feedName=industrialsSector&rpc=43  
 
Update: Husky Resumes Normal Operations at Its 146,200 b/d Lima, Ohio Refinery over 
Weekend after Repairs 
Husky Energy Inc. said on Monday its Lima refinery resumed normal operations over the weekend, after 
unspecified units were shut down for repairs after a malfunction on Friday.  
Reuters, 10:55 April 30, 2012 
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Control Valve Malfunction Triggers Flaring, Sulfur Dioxide Release at Marathon’s 204,000 
b/d Robinson, Illinois Refinery April 25–26  
Marathon Petroleum Corp. reported flaring and a release of sulfur dioxide at its Robinson refinery on Wednesday 
and Thursday due to a control valve malfunction, according to a filing with the Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency.  
Reuters, 15:05 April 29, 2012 
 
Valero Restarts HCU at Its 310,000 b/d Port Arthur, Texas Refinery April 28 
Valero reported excess emissions during the startup of hydrocracker unit (HCU) No. 942 at its Port Arthur refinery, 
according to a filing with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. Operators were investigating the cause 
of the excess emissions, the filing said.  
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=167901  
 
Alon Reports CDU Malfunction, Flaring at Its 67,000 b/d Big Spring, Texas Refinery April 
27 
Alon USA reported a malfunction on the crude distillation unit (CDU) Friday, according to a filing with state 
regulators. Operators were diverting vent gas compressor (VGC) feed to a control device after the VGC tripped 
offline due to high receiver temperature Friday night, triggering flaring, the filing said. The high receiver 
temperature resulted when the exchanger on the boiler feed water provided inadequate cooling to the system. 
Reuters, 14:41 April 29, 2012   
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=167896 
 
Instrumentation Issue Trips Waste Gas Compressor, Leads to Emissions at Motiva’s 
236,400 b/d Norco, Louisiana Refinery April 29 
Motiva Enterprises reported a waste gas compressor on Sunday tripped offline due to an unspecified instrumentation 
issue at its Norco refinery Sunday morning, triggering emissions, according to a filing with the U.S. National 
Response Center.  
http://www.nrc.uscg.mil/reports/rwservlet?standard_web+inc_seq=1009993 
 
BP Reports Unplanned Flaring at Its 265,000 b/d Carson, California Refinery April 27–28 
BP Plc on Friday reported unplanned flaring at its Carson refinery, according to the South Coast Air Quality 
Management District, and said the flaring was expected to last until midnight Saturday. Reports did not indicate the 
source of the flaring.  
http://www.nasdaq.com/article/flaring-event-occurs-at-bp-refinery-in-carson-calif-20120427-01212  
 
 

Natural Gas 
 
Update: Chesapeake Regains Control of Shale Well in Wyoming April 27 after Ongoing 
Natural Gas Leak 
Chesapeake Energy has regained control of shale well in Wyoming after a blowout last week, the state Oil and Gas 
Conservation Commission said on Friday. Operators lost control of the well late last Tuesday, April 24, while 
installing a casing, triggering a leak of natural gas and drilling mud. Workers were pumping drilling mud into the 
well to kill the leak and were expected to finish by late afternoon Friday. Control operations were expected to 
continue over the weekend.  
http://www.reuters.com/article/2012/04/27/us-chesapeake-blowout-
idUSBRE83P10620120427?feedType=RSS&feedName=environmentNews 
http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/30968370/detail.html  
 
Power Failure Shuts AGI Units at Enbridge’s Tilden Gas Plant in Texas April 27 
Enbridge reported acid gas injector Units 1 and 2 went down Friday due to a power failure, according to a filing 
with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. Operators responded immediately to correct situation and 
sent all vented gas to the flare to minimize emissions. 
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=167899  
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Other News 
 
Nothing to report 
 
 

International News 
 
Nothing to report 
 
 

Energy Prices  
 

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices 
April 30, 2012 

 Today Week Ago Year Ago 

CRUDE OIL 
West Texas Intermediate U.S. 
$/Barrel 

104.27 101.86 112.86 

NATURAL GAS  
Henry Hub 
$/Million Btu 

2.05 1.82 4.38 

Source: Reuters 
 
 

Links 
 
This Week in Petroleum from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp  
Updated every Wednesday.  
 
Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA 
http://www.eia.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html 
Updated after 10:30 AM and 1:00 PM Eastern Time every Wednesday. 
 
Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA  
http://www.eia.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp 
Updated after 2:00 PM Eastern Time every Thursday. 
 
 

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY 
 
Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published 
Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it 
provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage. Energy Assurance Daily is updated 
online Monday through Friday after 5:00 PM Eastern Time. For more information, visit the Infrastructure 
Security and Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:  
http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx 
 

Please direct comments and questions to:  ead@oe.netl.doe.gov 

 


