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ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY 
 

Thursday Evening, June 01, 2017 
 

 

Electricity 
 

Update: MLGW Continues Restoration Efforts in Tennessee June 1 after Storms Hit May 

27 
Memphis Light, Gas and Water (MLGW) on Thursday was continuing restoration efforts after strong storms 

knocked out power to approximately 188,000 customers last Saturday. Straight line winds and nearly two inches of 

rainfall contributed to the majority of the outages. As of 3:30 p.m. EDT Thursday, 27,180 customers remained 

without power. A total of 97 contract overhead line crews have joined MLGW’s overhead line crews to restore 

services. In addition, there are a total of 78 tree trimming crews removing tree damage from damaged power lines, 

the utility said, adding that as it tackles smaller outages, the rate of restoration will slow down due to more intensive 

work.  

http://www.mlgw.com/residential/outagemap 
http://www.mlgw.com/news/ 

https://twitter.com/MLGW 

 

Power Restoration Continuing in North Carolina June 1 after Thunderstorms Hit May 31 
Thunderstorms producing high winds, heavy rain, and lightning knocked out power to approximately 13,000 Duke 

Energy customers in the Charlotte, North Carolina area on Wednesday night. Wind gusts up to 60 mph were 

reported, downing trees and power lines. As of 3:30 p.m. EDT Thursday, 3,825 customer remained without power. 

https://www.duke-energy.com/outages/current-outages 

http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article153677374.html 

 

Update: EDF Trading North America’s 570 MW Griffith Natural Gas-Fire Unit in 

California Returns to Service by May 31 
The unit returned from an unplanned curtailment of 320 MW that began on February 25. 

http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201705311515.html 

 

Update: Solar Partners’ 123 MW Ivanpah Solar Unit 1 in California Returns to Service by 

May 31 
The unit returned from an unplanned outage that began on May 30. 

http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201705311515.html 

 

Atlantic City Electric Announces BPU Approval of Grid Resiliency Plan in New Jersey 

May 31 
The New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU) on Wednesday announced its approval of PowerAhead, Atlantic 

City Electric’s (ACE) grid resiliency program. The program will modernize the electric grid through enhancing 

system resiliency by addressing vulnerable areas on the electric system that have experienced extended outages 

during recent severe storms. Over the next five years, ACE will spend approximately $79 million on new 

infrastructure and system upgrades to its electric grid to further improve system reliability.  

http://www.atlanticcityelectric.com/library/templates/interior.aspx?pageid=1106&id=6442460986 

  

http://www.mlgw.com/residential/outagemap
http://www.mlgw.com/news/
https://twitter.com/MLGW
https://www.duke-energy.com/outages/current-outages
http://www.charlotteobserver.com/news/local/article153677374.html
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201705311515.html
http://content.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus201705311515.html
http://www.atlanticcityelectric.com/library/templates/interior.aspx?pageid=1106&id=6442460986
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PSE&G Prepared for 2017 Summer Electric Demand in New Jersey 
Public Service Electric and Gas Co. (PSE&G) on Wednesday said it was prepared to meet customer demand for 

electricity this summer after investing $2.8 billion in service reliability enhancements over the past year. PSE&G 

forecasted a summer 2017 peak demand of 10,057 MW. The utility said it made significant infrastructure 

investments that are in service for the first time this season.  

https://www.pseg.com/info/media/newsreleases/2017/2017-05-31.jsp#.WTAxYevyvb0 

 

Transource Energy Announces New Overhead Electric Transmission Project in 

Pennsylvania, Maryland June 1 
Transource Energy, a partnership between American Electric Power (AEP) and Great Plains Energy, on Thursday 

announced plans to develop the Independence Energy Connection (IEC), a new overhead electric transmission 

project in Pennsylvania and Maryland, to increase consumer access to more affordable power in the region The 

project will connect to two existing 500 kV transmission lines in Pennsylvania and provide two new additional 

pathways for electricity to alleviate transmission congestion. The project’s electric system upgrades include 

approximately 40 miles of new 230 kV overhead transmission lines, two new substations, and additional upgrades to 

integrate the facilities into the grid. 

http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/transource-energy-announces-new-pamd-electric-transmission-project-

to-increase-consumer-access-to-more-affordable-power-300467280.html 

 

 

Petroleum 
 

Monroe Energy Shuts Alkylation Unit at Its 190,000 b/d Trainer, Pennsylvania Refinery 

June 1 – Sources 
Monroe Energy shut the alkylation unit at its Trainer, Pennsylvania refinery on Thursday after a leak, sources 

familiar with the plant’s operations said. The alkylation unit is connected to the plant’s main gasoline-making unit 

and it was not immediately clear whether gasoline production will limited while repairs are being made. 

Reuters, 11:33 June 1, 2017 

 

Valero’s 190,000 b/d Memphis, Tennessee Refinery Unaffected by Power Outage May 31 – 

Sources 
Valero Energy Corp’s Memphis, Tennessee refinery was unaffected by a widespread power outage caused by severe 

storms, sources familiar with plant operations said on Wednesday.  

Reuters, 16:39 May 31, 2017 

 

HollyFrontier Reports Emissions at Its 155,300 b/d Tulsa, Refinery May 29 – 30  
HollyFrontier Corp reported excess hydrogen sulfide emissions from the East and West sections of its Tulsa, 

Oklahoma refinery on May 29-30, according to a filing with the Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality 

made public on Thursday. Hydrogen sulfide emissions from the 73,000 b/d Tulsa East facility were reported from 

flares no. 1 and 2 on May 29 – 30, as well as from the coker flare at the 85,000 b/d Tulsa West site on May 29. 

Reuters, 15:37 June 1, 2017  
 

CVR Reports Emissions at Its 70,000 b/d Wynnewood, Oklahoma Refinery May 27  
CVR Energy Inc. reported excess hydrogen sulfide emissions from the South Vapor Recovery flare as well as the 

New North flare on May 27 at its Wynnewood, Oklahoma refinery, according to a filing with the Oklahoma 

Department of Environmental Quality made public on Thursday. 

Reuters, 15:42 June 1, 2017  

 

Flint Hills Reports Unit Shutdown at Its 295,630 b/d Corpus Christi, Texas Refinery June 1 
Flint Hills Resources reported a sulfolane solvent extract tower at the East plant of its Corpus Christi, Texas refinery 

experienced a leak that resulted in emissions, according to a Texas Commission on Environmental Quality filing. 

The sulfolane unit was shut and de-pressured to stop the liquid leak and minimize emissions. Flint Hills said the 

cause of the leak is under investigation. 

Reuters, 8:58 June 1, 2017 

  

https://www.pseg.com/info/media/newsreleases/2017/2017-05-31.jsp#.WTAxYevyvb0
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/transource-energy-announces-new-pamd-electric-transmission-project-to-increase-consumer-access-to-more-affordable-power-300467280.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/transource-energy-announces-new-pamd-electric-transmission-project-to-increase-consumer-access-to-more-affordable-power-300467280.html
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Shell Reports Leak at Deer Park, Texas Refinery, Petrochemical Facility June 1  
Royal Dutch Shell reported a leak onsite at its Deer Park, Texas refinery and petrochemicals facility on Thursday, 

according to a community information line. The company operates a 285,500 b/d joint-venture refinery at the Deer 

Park site, but it was unclear if the leak occurred from the refining or petrochemicals section of the facility.  

Reuters, 16:29 June 1, 2017  

 

Phillips 66 Reports Crude Oil Pipeline Release near Los Angeles Harbor June 1  
Phillips 66 reported crude oil release from a pipeline near Long Beach Harbor in Los Angeles, California, according 

to a filing with the California Emergency Management Agency. The filing said the release was ongoing, but the 

crude oil was contained with the excavation. The cause of the release was not immediately known.  

Reuters, 16:14 June 1, 2017  

 

Energy Transfer Announces Its 520,000 b/d Dakota Access, ETCO Crude Oil Pipelines 

Begin Commercial Transportation Service June 1 
Energy Transfer Partners on Thursday announced its Dakota Access and Energy Transfer Crude Oil (ETCO) 

pipelines began commercial transportation service from the North Dakota production areas to Midwest and Gulf 

Coast refinery markets. The Dakota Access pipeline consists of approximately 1,172 miles of 30-inch diameter 

pipeline traversing North Dakota, South Dakota, Iowa and Illinois. ETCO consists of more than 700 miles of mostly 

30-inch converted natural gas pipeline from Patoka, Illinois to Nederland, Texas, where crude oil can be refined or 

further transported to additional refining markets. The combined system is expandable to a capacity of 

approximately 570,000 b/d. 

http://ir.energytransfer.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=106094&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=2278014 

 

U.S. Crude Inventories Fall to 509 Million Barrels June 1 – EIA 
U.S. commercial crude oil inventories fell by 6.4 million barrels in the week ending May 26 to about 509.9 million 

barrels, the biggest weekly decline since December 2016, according to EIA. Commercial crude stocks at the 

Cushing, Oklahoma delivery hub dropped by 747,000 barrels to about 64.8 million barrels, the data showed.  

http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-gasoline-demand-idUSKBN18R2TX 

Reuters, 11:23 June 1, 2017 

 

 

Natural Gas 
 

Nothing to report. 

 

 

Other News 
 

Explosion, Fire Reported at Didion Milling’s Corn Products Complex in Wisconsin May 

31; Ethanol Production Facilities Not Hit by Blast 
The corn milling plant at Didion Milling’s corn products and ethanol complex was destroyed by a large explosion 

and fire on Wednesday night in Cambria, Wisconsin, according to local media reports. Authorities said one person 

was killed, 14 were hurt, and two others were unaccounted for after the blast. Didion’s ethanol plant is across the 

street from where the explosion occurred and wasn’t in any danger, according to a local official. Local media 

reported the fire was contained by early Thursday. The cause of the explosion was being investigated, the company 

said. 

https://www.facebook.com/ColumbiaCountySheriffWI 

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/explosion-wisconsin-ethanol-plant-fire/ 

http://www.nbc29.com/story/35562752/sheriff-explosion-at-wisconsin-plant-kills-at-least-1 

  

http://ir.energytransfer.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=106094&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=2278014
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-gasoline-demand-idUSKBN18R2TX
https://www.facebook.com/ColumbiaCountySheriffWI
http://www.cbsnews.com/news/explosion-wisconsin-ethanol-plant-fire/
http://www.nbc29.com/story/35562752/sheriff-explosion-at-wisconsin-plant-kills-at-least-1
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DOE to Fill Collapsed Nuclear Waste Tunnel with Concrete Grout in Washington  
The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) on Wednesday said the partially collapsed tunnel containing radioactive 

waste at the Hanford Nuclear Reservation in Washington state will be filled with a concrete-like grout to stabilize 

the structure and contain radioactivity. On May 9, workers discovered that a portion of the tunnel roof had collapsed. 

The 360-foot-long tunnel, which dates to the 1950s, contains wastes left over from the production of plutonium for 

nuclear weapons. The breach was filled with soil and a layer of heavy plastic was pulled over the length of the 

tunnel. To date there have been no reports of radioactive contamination released to the environment.  

Reuters, 13:31 June 1, 2017 

 

U.S. EPA Halts Proposed Methane Rule for Oil, Gas Industry May 31 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on Wednesday issued a 90-day stay of the 2016 New Source 

Performance Standards for the oil and gas industry. The rule, which was scheduled to go into effect on June 3, 

included provisions requiring companies to capture fugitive emissions from well sites and compressor stations, 

obtain engineer certifications for various types of equipment, as well as the installation of leak detention devices. 

The EPA said it expects to re-evaluate the proposed rule and launch a public comment period after the stay. 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-stays-oil-and-gas-standards 

https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-climatechange-methane-idUSKBN18R2VZ 

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-06-03/pdf/2016-11971.pdf  

 

 

International News 
 

Nothing to report.  

 

 

Energy Prices  
 

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices 
June 1, 2017 

 Today Week Ago Year Ago 

CRUDE OIL 
West Texas Intermediate U.S. 
$/Barrel 

48.32 50.99 49.02 

NATURAL GAS  
Henry Hub 
$/Million Btu 

3.00 3.20 2.09 

Source: Reuters 

 

 

Links 
 

This Week in Petroleum from the U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA) 
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/weekly/ 

Updated every Wednesday.  

 

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA 
http://www.eia.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html 
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM ET every Wednesday. 

 

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA  
https://www.eia.gov/naturalgas/weekly/ 

Updated after 2:00 PM ET every Thursday. 

 

 

https://www.epa.gov/newsreleases/epa-stays-oil-and-gas-standards
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-climatechange-methane-idUSKBN18R2VZ
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2016-06-03/pdf/2016-11971.pdf
https://www.eia.gov/petroleum/weekly/
http://www.eia.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
https://www.eia.gov/naturalgas/weekly/
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ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY 
 

Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published 

Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it 

provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage.  Energy Assurance Daily is updated 

online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. ET.  For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and 

Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:  

http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx 

 

Please direct comments and questions to:  ead@oe.netl.doe.gov 

 

http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx
mailto:ead@oe.netl.doe.gov

