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Electricity

Strong Winds, Associated Storms Knock Out Power to Over 43,000 Ameren Customers in
Western and Central Illinois June 18
Strong storms blew through western and central Illinois throughout last evening and early this morning, breaking
tree limbs and knocking out power to 43,501 Ameren customers. As of most recently reports, Ameren is reporting
19,139 customers still without power.
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/chi-ap-il-strongstorms,0,3578243.story
http://www.ameren.com/Outage/ADC_IllinoisOutageInformation.asp
https://www2.ameren.com/outagemap/Maps/IL/image_map.gif

Thunderstorms Knock Out Power to Over 30,000 Customers in Pennsylvania June 17
Harsh storm activity prompted the National Weather Service to issue a severs thunderstorm warning for two
counties in western Pennsylvania yesterday as the storm knocked out power to over 22,400 Duquesne Light
customers, 7,200 Allegheny Power customers as well as 1,100 Penn Power customers. As of most recent report,
utility crews are still working to restore power.
http://www.thepittsburghchannel.com/weather/19784509/detail.html

Duke Energy, Areva SA to Build Nuclear Plant in Southern Ohio
At a conference, Duke Energy CEO said the company will partner with Areva SA to consider building a new
nuclear power reactor in Ohio. The companies did not disclose any timing or estimated costs for the proposed
nuclear plant.
http://www.reuters.com/article/GCA-BusinessofGreen/idUSTRE55H4RT20090618

Funds to Shut Nuclear Plants Fall Short due to Increasing Costs Associated with
Decommissioning
An Associated Press investigation has found that the companies that own almost half of the nation’s nuclear reactors
are not fully prepared to dismantle them as the cost of decommissioning reactors has increased significantly.
According to the investigation, estimates of dismantling costs have increased by more than $4.6 billion because of
rising energy and labor costs while investment funds scheduled to pay for shutting the plants down have lost $4.4
billion in the stock market.
http://www.wtopnews.com/?nid=111&sid=1698351

Update: Reliant's 320 MW Etiwanda Gas-fired Unit 4 in California Returns to Service by
June 17
According to the California Independent System Operator, the unit returned from an unplanned outage.
http://www.caiso.com/unitstatus/data/unitstatus200906171515.html

NERC Plans Review of Nation’s Electricity Grid for Chinese Cyber-spies
According to a source familiar with the North American Electricity Reliability Corporation (NERC), the regulatory
group is currently completing plans to see whether Chinese spies have infiltrated computer networks associated with
the U.S. electricity grid. Along with this effort, the NERC is launching a broader imitative to evaluate power
companies’ ability to withstand cyber attacks.
http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124528065956425189.html#mod=todays_us_page_one
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Horizon Wind Energy’s 300 MW Pioneer Prairie Wind Farm in Iowa Now Fully
Operational
The Pioneer Prairie Wind Farm is located in Iowa along the Minnesota state line in Howard and Mitchell counties
and is comprised of two phases, with a combined total capacity of 300 MW.
PRNewswire, 10:30 June 18, 2009
http://www.horizonwind.com/news/documents/MW_PP_RR_Release.pdf

Petroleum

ExxonMobil’s Pegasus Crude Pipeline to Gulf Coast Region Completes Expansion –
Capacity to Increase by 50 Percent
Mobil Pipe Line Company, an affiliate of ExxonMobil Pipeline Company, announced recently the completion of an
expansion project on its 858-mile Pegasus Pipeline that operates from Patoka, Illinois to Nederland, Texas. The
expansion project increases capacity by 50 percent, or about 30,000 b/d. The additional capacity will enable the
transportation of additional Canadian crude from the Midwest to Gulf Coast refineries.
http://www.pennenergy.com/index/articles/display/8103884336/s-articles/s-oil-gas-journal/s-transportation/s-
pipelines/s-constuction/s-articles/s-exxonmobil-completes.html

Shell’s Crude Pipeline in Nigeria Damaged by Militant Attack June 17 – ‘Some’
Production Shut-in June 18
Shell said today some oil production has been shut in and an investigation is underway following an attack on one of
its crude pipeline yesterday in Bayelsa state in Nigeria’s Niger Delta. The Movement of the Emancipation of the
Niger Delta (MEND) claimed responsibility for the attack.
Reuters, 08:22 June 18, 2009
Reuters, 05:05 June 18, 2009
http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601116&sid=awa3FGI0M02Q

Update: Valero and Marathon Refineries in Texas City, Texas Return After Power Loss
Valero and Marathon said units at their Texas City, Texas refineries are at planned rates after being shut June 16
during a power outage caused by a tractor-trailer accident. Valero’s refinery has a capacity of 210,000 b/d and
Marathon’s refinery has a capacity of 76,000 b/d
Bloomberg News, 15:29 June 17, 2009
Bloomberg News, 12:09 June 18, 2009
Reuters, 11:09 June 18, 2009

Unit Shutdown Reported at Total’s 232,000 b/d Port Arthur, Texas Refinery June 18
According to a filing with state regulators, a unit shutdown at the Port Arthur refinery due to unknown reasons.
http://www11.tceq.state.tx.us/oce/eer/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.getDetails&target=125694

Natural Gas

Potential Gas Committee Reports New Drilling Techniques Increase Reserve Estimates by
35 Percent
According to a study recently released by the Potential Gas Committee, the U.S. holds far larger reserves than
previously estimated due to new drilling technologies that are unlocking substantial amounts of natural gas from
shale rocks. The study says estimated natural gas reserves rose to 2,074 Tcf in 2008 from 1,532 Tcf in 2006. Much
of the increase is attributed to estimates of the amount of oil that can be extracted from shale rocks along with new
and advanced methods of exploration and production.
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/18/business/energy-environment/18gas.html?_r=1&th&emc=th
http://geology.mines.edu/pgc/aboutpgc.html
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State of Alaska Awards Contract for Bullet Line to Transport Natural Gas from North
Slope to South-central Alaska
The state of Alaska awarded a contract for engineering and feasibility studies for a 24-inch diameter, high-pressure
bullet line that would bring natural gas from the North Slope to South-central Alaska. The work is to be completed
by June 2010 and will play a large role in the proposed competing pipeline projects to transport natural gas from the
North Slope in Alaska through Canada and for delivery to the continental U.S.
http://www.rigzone.com/news/article.asp?a_id=77209

Repsol’a Canaport LNG Terminal in New Brunswick, Canada Begins Operations June 18
The Canaport LNG facility has a firm send out capacity of 1 Bcf/d and is the first LNG receiving and re-gas terminal
built on the east coast of North America in 30 years as well as the First LNG receiving and re-gas terminal in
Canada.
http://news.prnewswire.com/DisplayReleaseContent.aspx?ACCT=104&STORY=/www/story/06-18-
2009/0005046501&EDATE=
http://www.canaportlng.com/about_us.php

Other News

Update: POET’s Liberty Cellulosic Ethanol Plant in Iowa on Track for Completion in
2011, POET’s CEO Ponders Renewable Fuel Standard Mandates
Upon completion, POET’s Liberty project will produce 25 MMgal/yr of cellulosic ethanol, along with 100
MMgal/yr of kernel-based output. The CEO of POET expressed his concerns that the industry may not be able to
meet the Renewable Fuel Standard in 2010 unless blends higher than 10 percent ethanol are allowed for gasoline
powered vehicles.
http://www.platts.com/Oil/News/6419374.xml?p=Oil/News&sub=Oil
http://www.poetenergy.com/news/showRelease.asp?id=169

Energy Prices

U.S. Oil and Gas Prices
June 18, 2009

Today Week Ago Year Ago

CRUDE OIL
West Texas Intermediate U.S.
$/Barrel

71.16 73.09 133.85

NATURAL GAS
Henry Hub
$/Million Btu

3.99 3.56 12.87

Source: Reuters

Energy Notes

Duke Energy Reported 14,338 Customers in Indiana without Power Early June 18 – 2,724
Customers Remain in the Dark as of Recent Reports
http://www.duke-energy.com/indiana/outages/current.asp

Duke Energy’s Smart Grid Experiment at McAlpine Creek Switching Station in North
Carolina Proves Successful
http://charlotte.bizjournals.com/charlotte/blog/power_city/2009/06/smart_grid_experiment_produces_results.html
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Accidental Natural Gas Leak Causes Explosion at ConAgra Food’s Garner, North
Carolina Processing Plant
http://media.conagrafoods.com/phoenix.zhtml?c=202310&p=irol-newsArticle&ID=1299233&highlight=
Reuters, 06:31 June 18, 2009

California Energy Commission Denies License for the Planned 100 MW Chula Vista
Energy Upgrade Project to Replace 44 MW Peaker Plant
http://www.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/chulavista/index.html
http://www.energycentral.com/utilitybusiness/regulatoryandlegal/news/en/12827384/Energy-Commission-Denies-
License-for-the-Chula-Vista-Energy-Upgrade-Project

California Air Resources Board Debuts 23 E-85 Ethanol Pumps at Sacramento, California
Area Fueling Stations – Highest Concentration of E-85 Pumps West of Mississippi
http://www.sacbee.com/ourregion/story/1955093.html

Consortium Comprised of Boeing, Engine Makers, and Commercial Airlines Reports
Biofuel Blends Perform Better than Petroleum-Based Jet Fuel Equivalents
http://www.boeing.com/commercial/environment/pdf/PAS_biofuel_Exec_Summary.pdf
http://blogs.wsj.com/environmentalcapital/2009/06/17/veggie-power-plant-based-jet-fuel-outperforms-oil-based-jet-
fuel/

Venezuela’s PdVSA to Build 20,000 b/d Refinery in Haiti as Announced at the PetroCaribe
Summit June 17
http://www.downstreamtoday.com/news/article.aspx?a_id=16758

Links

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated every Wednesday.

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 10:30 AM & 1:00 PM EST every Wednesday.

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 PM EST every Thursday.

ENERGY ASSURANCE DAILY

Energy Assurance Daily provides a summary of public information concerning current energy issues. Published
Monday through Friday to inform stakeholders of developments affecting energy systems, flows, and markets, it
provides highlights of energy issues rather than a comprehensive coverage. Energy Assurance Daily is updated
online Monday through Friday after 5:00 p.m. EST. For more information, visit the Infrastructure Security and
Energy Restoration (ISER) website at:
http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov/ead.aspx

Please direct comments and questions to: ead@oe.netl.doe.gov


