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Update: Hurricane Dennis

NOAA Tropical Depression Dennis Public Advisory #28

Dennis has been downgraded to a tropical depression but the threat of flooding remains.  As it moves north, Dennis is expected to produce additional rain accumulations of 3 to 6 inches mainly over the lower Ohio Valley on Monday with local amounts of 10 inches.  Flood and flash warnings were in effect as of 9:00 AM Monday for portions of Alabama, Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, North and South Carolina, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri, and Tennessee.  

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/text/refresh/MIAHPCAT4+shtml/111504.shtml
Hurricane Situation Report 

The Office of Electricity and Energy Reliability 

July 11, 2005 (9:00 AM EDT)
· More than 627,703 customers are reported without power in Alabama, Florida and Mississippi as of 7:00AM 7/11/05.  

· Preliminary assessments indicate no significant damage to the petroleum infrastructure.  

· FL State has reported low inventories of gasoline along the I-10 corridor.  Diesel inventories are also low in the several counties of the Panhandle region.  Governor Bush has been in discussion with AL, GA, and MS Governors.  These States have issued driver waiver hour extensions to allow truckers more hours to deliver fuel.

· The Ports Mobile, Pensacola, Niceville, Freeport, Panama City and Tampa remain closed to all incoming vessels.  The Port of Tampa may be open by noon today. 

· Florida Governor Bush signed Executive Order – 2005-139 waiving fuel taxes levied on vehicles registered in other states; and waiving registration requirements and hours of service requirements for such vehicles and vehicles transporting emergency equipment, services and supplies.

· The US Environmental Protection Agency fuel waivers remain in effect until July 18, 2005 for certain areas in FL.

· OE has deployed staff at FEMA headquarters and at operations centers in Atlanta, GA and Orlando, FL, and the State EOCs in Mississippi and Alabama to cover ESF #12 requirements.  ESF #12 is being demobilized in Mississippi 7/11/05.

Electricity Information

State Outage Data (7/11/05 7:00 AM)
	Utility
	Customers 

w/o Power (1)
	Total Customers (2)
	% Customers w/o Power from Dennis

	Alabama
	291,128
	2,339,004
	10%

	Florida (3)
	322,375
	9,036,969
	4%

	Georgia
	55,000
	4,156,052
	1%

	Mississippi
	14,200
	1,420,571
	1%

	Total
	682,703
	16,952,596
	4%


Sources:

(1) EOC reports 

(2) Total Customers (for all states except FL) – Source: EIA Electric Sales and Revenue 2003, Table 1a  http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/electricity/esr/table1abcd.xls#1a!A1
(3) Total Customers in FL reported by FLEOC
Oil and Gas Information

Gulf of Mexico Shut-in Production MMS release #3299

Based on the latest data available from the Minerals Management Service, some 43.8% of 819 manned platforms and 64.2% of 134 rigs currently operating in the GOM had been evacuated as of 11:30 am Monday.  In terms of production, this represents 96.2% of daily production of oil (up from 14.69% on Friday) and 62.4% of the daily gas production (up from 10.41% on Friday).

This survey is reflective of 55 companies’ reports as of 11:00 a.m. Central Time. 
	Districts
	Lake Jackson
	Lake Charles
	Lafayette
	Houma
	New Orleans
	Total

	Platforms Evacuated
	1
	35
	55
	103
	165
	359

	Rigs Evacuated
	2
	13
	10
	29
	32
	86

	 

	Oil, BOPD Shut-in
	4,876
	34,422
	212,722
	388,439.3
	803,196
	1,443,655.3

	Gas, MMCF/D Shut-In
	43.6
	162.4
	912.5
	1,620
	3,498.1
	6,236.5


http://www.mms.gov/ooc/press/2005/press0711a.htm
Notes:  The percentage of shut oil and gas production shown in the MMS report for July 11 appears to be unusually high.  Consequently, EAD staff verified with MMS that the numbers reflect the survey results as of Monday morning.  MMS cited a possible reason for the magnitude of the closures; the numbers were reported to MMS before companies had the opportunity to return crews to the facilities to assess possible damage.  MMS anticipates that the updated numbers to be reported Tuesday will be lower.  Further, although some press reports cited a closure rate of about 42% of oil production in the Gulf, that number appears to have been developed from a smaller number of companies that do not represent a comparable volume of production to that reported by the MMS.
Other sources 

A Weakened Hurricane Dennis Brings Less Damage Than Feared but Threats of Tornadoes and Flooding Remain

Hurricane Dennis, an unusually strong storm for so early in the year, weakened from a category 4 to a category 3 hurricane before it made landfall on Sunday.  Consequently, despite widespread damage, the impact was less severe than had been feared and significantly less than the damage that resulted from hurricane Ivan in 2004.  Contributing to the absence of reports of deaths or serious injury directly related to the storm was the fact that more than 1.4 million people in Florida, Georgia, and Alabama had been ordered to evacuate.  The most severe problems associated with the storm were flooding and widespread power failures.  According to reports from the Associated Press, more than 236,700 customers in the Florida Panhandle and approximately 240,000 in Alabama lost power. The Gulf Power Company, the main utility for the western Panhandle, said people should be prepared to go without electricity for at least three weeks  

By Sunday night the system had weakened to a tropical storm, nonetheless, forecasters anticipate that tornadoes and as much as 12 inches of rain could result in damage and heavy flooding over the next few days as the remains of the storm move north into the Ohio Valley.
For additional information see:
http://www.nytimes.com/2005/07/11/national/11dennis.html?th&emc=th
http://www.latimes.com/news/nationworld/nation/la-na-dennis11jul11,0,3157596.story?track=tottext
http://biz.yahoo.com/rb/050711/markets_oil.html?.v=3
http://www.statenews.com/article.phtml?pk=30710
http://www.tylerpaper.com/site/index.cfm?BRD=1994&dept_id=226369&newsid=14837674&PAG=461&rfi=9
http://www.newsday.com/news/nationworld/wire/sns-ap-newsbrief,0,1411218.story?coll=sns-ap-nationworld-headlines
http://today.reuters.com/news/newsArticle.aspx?type=topNews&storyID=2005-07-11T152426Z_01_N11481685_RTRIDST_0_NEWS-WEATHER-DENNIS-DC.XML
http://biz.yahoo.com/bw/050710/105016.html?.v=1
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050710/nysu030.html?.v=4
http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5793464
http://biz.yahoo.com/prnews/050710/nysu009.html?.v=16
http://www.cnn.com/2005/WEATHER/07/11/tropical.weather/index.html
Electricity
Equipment Failure Blamed for 250,000 Losing Power in Utah

Some 250,000 customers of Utah Power in Salt Lake City lost power on Saturday as the result of an equipment failure.  Failure at a substation triggered the shutdown of six other substations leading to the loss of power to much of Davis County, including the Salt Lake City International Airport.  

Source: The Daily Herald

http://www.harktheherald.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=59398
Dominion Ordered to Improve Response Following Shutdown 

Following problems that developed during an unplanned shutdown in April at Dominion’s Millstone nuclear generating station that led to the triggering of a public alert, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has ordered Dominion to take steps to improve the emergency response procedures at the facility.   

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5791602
Calpine’s New Bethpage Unit 3 In Service

The 79.9 MW Bethpage unit 3 began commercial operation.  The new facility will provide power for the Long Island Power Authority.  The plant can provide either continuous operation or serve as a peaking facility depending on need.

http://www.prnewswire.com/cgi-bin/stories.pl?ACCT=ind_focus.story&STORY=/www/story/07-08-2005/0004063915&EDATE=FRI+Jul+08+2005,+03:10+PM
Special Inspection Ordered for the Fitzpatrick Nuclear Plant

Following the discovery of cracks at the facility, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has begun a special inspection of Entergy’s James A. Fitzpatrick nuclear generating station in Scriba, New York.  Entergy discovered leaks in the pressure suppression chamber and in a shutdown cooling line. 

Source: Associated Press, July 8, 2005

http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5792920
Exelon’s 1,112 MW Peach Bottom Unit 2 in Pennsylvania at 5 percent

The unit tripped early Sunday during testing.

Reuters 14:13, July 11, 2005

Duke’s 1,100 MW McGuire Unit 1 Nuke at Full Power July 9 in North Carolina

The unit was reduced to 55 percent July 7 for transformer maintenance.

Bloomberg News 10:12, July 11, 2005

Petroleum

See Update above in Highlights/Major Developments 

Little Damage to Gulf Infrastructure from Dennis, Flows Seen Returning Soon

Initial assessments by crews indicate no damage from hurricane Dennis.  Shut in production could begin flowing as early as late Monday.  Operations at some refineries remain slowed by impact of production shut last week in preparation for the arrival of Dennis.  

Loop 

Louisiana Offshore Oil Port – resumed offloading crude oil Monday 

Producers

Murphy Oil – All production shut in -- anticipates restarting production on Monday

Chevron – anticipates “quick restart”

Apache – anticipates “quick restart”

Marathon Oil -- no estimated time for when its shut-in oil and gas would return, but workers preparing to return and to examine equipment

ExxonMobil – no estimate
Refineries

Chevron: Pascagoula, Mississippi – runs cut

Deer Park Refining LP: Deer Park, Texas – runs cut

http://money.cnn.com/2005/07/11/news/economy/oil_dennis.reut/index.htm
Chevron’s 325,000 bpd Pascagoula Refinery Remains Shut in Mississippi

The refinery was shut Saturday before the storm as a safety precaution.  It was not immediately clear when the refinery would return to service.

Reuters 10:13, July 11, 2005

Deer Park’s 67,000 bpd Catalytic Cracking Unit Returns in Texas

The cat cracker at the 340,000 bpd Deer Park refinery was running at reduced output Monday July 11.  The unit has been shut since June 15 after a heater steam coil ruptured.

Reuters 10:22, July 11, 2005

Valero’s Corpus Christi Refinery Affected by Power Outage
Complexes 1, 3, 4, and 6 of Valero’s 340,000 barrel per day Corpus Christi refinery were affected by a power outage on Sunday.  A spokesman said all units were restarted within 12 hours and there was no significant impact on production.

Reuters 10:47, July 11, 2005

Production Resumes from Norwegian Oil Platform

Production resumed from the Veslefrikk offshore platform following the second shutdown in less than a month.  The shutdowns involved problems with lifeboats, which have been corrected, and the unit should reach full capacity on Monday.  It is not clear if the problems were isolated to the platform or could be more general. Authorities have called for a general review that could impact other operations in the North Sea.

http://biz.yahoo.com/ap/050711/norway_oil_platform.html?.v=1
Natural Gas

See Update above in Highlights/Major Developments 

Other News
Nothing to Report

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (07/11/05)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	59.23
	58.75*
	39.30

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	  7.35
	  7.00*
	  5.95


Source: Reuters

* Note: Because of July 4 holiday, week ago prices are from Friday July1.

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

ENSEC threat awareness blog site from Energy Assurance 

http://ensec.blogspot.com
