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Electricity
Power Restored to Most of Panhandle, South Plains, Texas After Snow Storm

Most of the thousands of South Plains residents who were without power early Wednesday were expected to have it restored by the end of the day, officials said.  Outages plagued more than 12,000 customers in the Panhandle and South Plains from Tuesday´s snow storm.  As of Wednesday afternoon, less than 1,000 customers in and around Lubbock still were without power, officials with the South Plains Electric Cooperative said. About 10,000 customers were in the dark at the height of the outage late Tuesday.  A few hundred outages remained for Xcel Energy customers, company spokesman Bill Crenshaw said Wednesday. Those outages were in Lubbock and surrounding areas and in the Panhandle, he said.

Between 2,500 and 2,800 Xcel Energy electric customers were without power Tuesday. http://www.myplainview.com/APTexas/parsed/stories/D864LEEG1.shtml
North Anna 1 Nuclear Unit in Virginia Returns to Full Power

Dominion Resources Inc.'s 925-megawatt North Anna 1 nuclear unit in Mineral, Virginia, returned to full power after operating at 61 percent of capacity yesterday.   Production was reduced Nov. 1 to repair a fan that cools plant conductors, said Richard Zuercher, a spokesman for the Richmond-based company. The plant returned to full power yesterday afternoon, he said.                                                                              Bloomberg News, 0847 November 3, 2004

Power Outage in Utah Tuesday Affected 46,000 
http://www.harktheherald.com/modules.php?op=modload&name=News&file=article&sid=39051&mode=thread&order=0&thold=0
Petroleum

Nigeria NLC leader Says Nov 16 Fuel Strike Will Halt Oil Exports

Nigerian workers will disrupt the country's key oil exports and production when they launch an indefinite general strike on Nov 16, the country's top labor leader warned Wednesday. "The last time, we did not allow the strike to affect the exports. But now we think disrupting oil exports is the only way the government will realize that the people are really angry. That is why this time around, the oil sector will be affected," Adams Oshiomhole, leader of the umbrella Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), told Platts. Previous general strikes, including last month's four-day stoppage, have not had a great impact on the flow of crude from OPEC member Nigeria, which is Africa's largest oil producer. 

http://www.platts.com/Oil/News/8602907.xml?S=n
Natural Gas

Natural Gas Pipeline Explodes in Houston  

A pipeline rupture downstream of Panhandle Energy's Trunkline Gas Pipeline has shut in its operational capacity, the company said early Wednesday. The 24-inch line routinely runs about 330 million cubic feet of gas per day, a spokesman said. Duration of the outage has yet to be determined, according to the company's Web site.  Gas traders in Texas said the shut-in hasn't affected the market as shippers are able to redirect the gas to avoid the affected pipe.  The gas line, located in an open field about 25 miles northwest of downtown Houston, ruptured around 1:35 a.m. CST Wednesday and valves were shut within 30 minutes to isolate the line, Barnett said. Southern Union Co. (SUG) is the parent of Panhandle Energy, which owns the Trunkline Gas Co. Trunkline operates a 4,100-mile pipeline system with access to Gulf Coast supply sources. The pipeline has the capacity to deliver 1.7 billion cubic feet per day of gas to Midwest and East Coast markets.  http://money.iwon.com/jsp/nw/nwdt_rt.jsp?cat=USMARKET&src=704&feed=dji&section=news&news_id=dji-00078520041103&date=20041103&alias=/alias/money/cm/nw http://story.news.yahoo.com/news?tmpl=story&cid=519&ncid=519&e=9&u=/ap/20041103/ap_on_re_us/brf_gas_explosion_2 

Bloomberg News, 0501 November 3, 2004
Other News

Ballot Initiative to Require Utilities to Up Green Sources

Electric utilities in Colorado face a new mandate to boost the use of renewable energy sources after a citizen-sponsored ballot initiative received the support of a majority of voters.Under the initiative, utility companies that serve more than 40,000 residents in the state would be required to produce at least 10 percent of their generation from renewable sources by 2015, up from less than 2 percent today.  http://www.marketwatch.com/news/yhoo/story.asp?source=blq/yhoo&siteid=yhoo&dist=yhoo&guid=%7BB50721C7%2D01BA%2D4F39%2DA987%2DE403825E165E%7D
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/03/04)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	     50.90
	     52.52
	     28.81

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       7.25
	       8.12
	       4.12


Source: Reuters

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays

13:35 03Nov2004 RTRS-UPDATE 1-Nigeria union rallies support ahead of strike

 (Releads with rally)

    By Tom Ashby

    LAGOS, Nov 3 (Reuters) - Thousands of Nigerians thronged the streets of the largest city Lagos on Wednesday to support a planned general strike on Nov. 16 that unions have said may hit oil exports.

    The show of support came after the OPEC nation's top union body withdrew from a government committee exploring measures to cushion the impact of rising fuel prices, which have prompted the industrial action.

    Unions in the world's eighth largest oil exporter had already rejected the recommendations of the committee, offering soft loans to public transport operators, as insufficient to avert the indefinite action.

    "We have withdrawn from the committee," Adams Oshiomhole, president of the umbrella union group Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), said after the rally.

    He said he still hoped the government would revert a recent 20 percent pump price hike to avert the threatened strike.

    This will be the fourth general strike this year, and it has again raised fears of a disruption to oil supplies.

    Oshiomhole has said the strike would stop oil exports, but oil unions said on Wednesday they were not planning to halt supplies unless the strike drags on for more than a week.

    "We intend to maintain essential services until it becomes absolutely necessary to do otherwise," Babatunde Ogun, deputy president of the white-collar PENGASSAN union, told Reuters.

    If the strike last more than a week, Ogun said the union may consider a gradual and systematic shutdown, although oil companies say they can sustain operations for a while even under total strike conditions using non-unionised staff.

    Nigeria's 2.4 million barrels per day output and exports have proved to be immune to industrial action since the early 1990s. Industry sources say the biggest threat would come from civil unrest that could accompany the action.

    Hundreds of small civil society groups and opposition parties have joined the unions in a coalition to stage mobilisation rallies around the country before the strike.

    Chima Ubani, director of the Civil Liberties Organisation, said they also planned to hold protests during the strike.

    The NLC has emerged as the most potent opposition to the government of President Olusegun Obasanjo since his election in 1999 ended 15 years of military dictatorship.

    Obasanjo has tried to limit the NLC's powers by obtaining a court ruling that it should not strike over matters unrelated to work conditions. He also tabled a new union law to abolish the NLC's monopoly status and give unions freedom of association.

    Unions have tried to persuade the government to reactivate its idled oil refineries to supply the country with fuel, but the government has continued to rely on imports costing $2 billion a year, blaming sabotage on its pipelines and poor contracting work.

    Vice-President Atiku Abubakar has blamed the poor performance on corruption in state-run Nigerian National Petroleum Corp., which operates the refineries and controls the lucrative import contracts.

    (Additional reporting by Tume Ahemba)

 ((Reuters Messaging thomas.ashby.reuters.com@reuters.net; Lagos newsroom; +234 1 263 1943; edited by Richard Meares))
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11:13 03Nov2004 RTRS-NYMEX crude drops sharply on EIA stock build

    NEW YORK, Nov 3 (Reuters) - NYMEX crude futures fell sharply Wednesday morning after the latest government data showed U.S. crude stocks rose last week by a larger-than-expected amount.

    The early trading blew away gains posted earlier as the market rose as U.S. President George W. Bush edged toward reelection victory, which some analysts said could pump up prices.

    NYMEX crude for December delivery <CLZ4> fell to an early low of $48.65 a barrel, down 97 cents, but subsequently bounced back to $48.85 for a loss of 77 cents. Support at $49 fell after the fresh batch of inventory data Were released at 10:30 a.m. EST (1530 GMT).

    The U.S. Energy Information Administration said U.S. crude stocks rose by 6.3 million barrels to 289.7 million barrels in the week to Oct. 29.

    It was the sixth week in a row that crude stocks rose. Indeed, the volume was much higher than average expectations for a 2.2 million barrel build in a Reuters survey of 11 analysts.

    The EIA said distillate stocks fell by 900,000 barrels to 115.7 million barrels, down for the seventh week in a row. Heating stocks, a major component of distillates, declined 400,000 barrels to 48.5 million barrels.

    Analysts had expected a 600,000-barrel drop in distillate stocks.

    Gasoline stocks, meanwhile, rose by 500,000 barrels to 289.7 million barrels, lower than expectations for a 900,000 barrel build.

    "Overall, the data are disappointing because most people thought that we should see a bigger build in products after last week's (Oct. 22) increase in crude stocks," said Phil Flynn, market analyst at Alaron Trading in Chicago.

    "In this situation, product supplies are not getting caught up as quickly as possible. We are still behind the eighth ball a little bit here. If products don't build next week, something's wrong," he said.

    NYMEX December heating oil <HOZ4> fell 1.02 cents to $1.3840 a gallon, trading from $1.37 to $1.4020. Support lies at $1.3665 with resistance at $1.4625.

    The crack spread played around $8.90, near its $8.85 close on Tuesday.

    December gasoline <HUZ4> was down 0.27 cent at $1.2850 a gallon, moving between $1.2720 and $1.3020. Support was pegged at $1.28 with resistance at $1.35.

    Technical analysts said the EIA data could pressure prices.

    "Crude oil has slipped below a significant bellwether in $50, which could portend more technical selling if Wednesday's DOE numbers aren't especially supportive," analysts at Refco said in a daily report.

     Analysts said unless the market can stage a sharp rally, this week's strong losses would look bearish on the charts, confirming last week's reversal signals.

    In Iraq, saboteurs attacked the northern pipeline infrastructure on Monday evening, forcing Baghdad to halt 300,000 bpd of exports via Turkey.

 ((Reporting by Gene Ramos, editing by John Picinich; Reuters Messaging: gene.ramos.reuters.com@reuters.net; +1 646 223 6054)) 
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10:52 03Nov2004 RTRS-Nigeria union withdraws from talks ahead of strike

    By Tom Ashby

    LAGOS, Nov 3 (Reuters) - Nigeria's top union body has withdrawn from a government committee exploring measures to cushion the impact of rising fuel prices ahead of a Nov. 16 general strike, a top unionist said on Wednesday.

    Unions in the world's eighth largest oil exporter had already rejected the recommendations of the committee, offering soft loans to public transport operators, as insufficient to avert the indefinite action.

    "We have withdrawn from the committee," Adams Oshiomhole, president of the umbrella union group Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC), said after a rally in Lagos.

    He said he still hoped the government would revert a recent 20 percent pump price hike to avert the threatened strike.

    This will be the fourth general strike this year, and it has again raised fears of a disruption to oil supplies.

    Oil unions said on Wednesday they were not planning to halt supplies unless the strike drags on for more than a week.

    "We intend to maintain essential services until it becomes absolutely necessary to do otherwise," Babatunde Ogun, deputy president of the white-collar PENGASSAN union, told Reuters.

    If the strike last more than a week, Ogun said the union may consider a gradual and systematic shutdown, although oil companies say they can sustain operations for a while even under total strike conditions using non-unionised staff.

    Nigeria's 2.4 million barrels per day output and exports have proved to be immune to industrial action since the early 1990s. Industry sources say the biggest threat would come from civil unrest that could accompany the action.

    Hundreds of small civil society groups and opposition parties have joined the unions in a coalition to stage mobilisation rallies around the country before the strike.

    Chima Ubani, director of the Civil Liberties Organisation, said they also planned to hold protests during the strike.

    The NLC has emerged as the most potent opposition to the government of President Olusegun Obasanjo since his election in 1999 ended 15 years of military dictatorship.

    Obasanjo has tried to limit the NLC's powers by obtaining a court ruling that it should not strike over matters unrelated to work conditions. He also tabled a new union law to abolish the NLC's monopoly status and give unions freedom of association.

    Unions have tried to persuade the government to reactivate its idled oil refineries to supply the country with fuel, but the government has continued to rely on imports costing $2 billion a year, blaming sabotage on its pipelines and poor contracting work.

    Vice-President Atiku Abubakar has blamed the poor performance on corruption in state-run Nigerian National Petroleum Corp., which operates the refineries and controls the lucrative import contracts.

    (Additional reporting by Tume Ahemba)

 ((Reuters Messaging thomas.ashby.reuters.com@reuters.net; Lagos newsroom; +234 1 263 1943; edited by Richard Meares))
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07:31 03Nov2004 RTRS-AEP's Texas Oklaunion power plant to shut

    NEW YORK, Nov 3 (Reuters) - Ohio-based American Electric Power Co Inc. <AEP.N> expects to shut the boiler at its 676-megawatt Oklaunion coal-fired power unit in Texas on Nov. 4-5, the company told Texas regulators in a report Wednesday.

    The Oklaunion plant is located in the town of Vernon in Wilbarger County about 190 miles northwest of Dallas.

    One megawatt powers about 1,000 homes, according to the North American average.

    AEP's regulated utility unit AEP Public Service Co of Oklahoma, which serves about 505,000 customers in Oklahoma, operates the Oklaunion plant for its owners, Brownsville Public Utilities Board (10.2 percent), AEP's Texas Central Co. (7.8 percent), Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority (11.7 percent), Public Service Co of Oklahoma (15.6 percent) and AEP Texas North Co. (54.7 percent).

    AEP Texas Central, formerly known as Central Power and Light, agreed in September to sell its 7.8 percent share to co-owners Oklahoma Municipal Power Authority and Brownsville Public Utilities Board. If regulators approve of the sale, OMPA will own 15.9 percent of the plant after the sale and Brownsville will own 13.8 percent.

    AEP, with more than 36,000 MW of generation, serves more than 5 million customers in 11 states.

 ((Reporting by Scott DiSavino, scott.disavino@reuters.com; Reuters Messaging: scott.disavino.reuters.com@reuters.net; +1 646 223 6072)) 
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07:24 03Nov2004 RTRS-UPDATE 1-Sabotage halts Iraq north oil flows, south normal

 (Adds south flows)

    LONDON, Nov 3 (Reuters) - Oil flows through Iraq's northern pipeline to Ceyhan were halted on Wednesday after this week's sabotage attacks, shipping agents said.

    Exports from Turkey continued from stocks held in tanks, they said, adding that southern crude kept flowing from the Basra offshore terminal in the Gulf at 1.7 million barrels per day (bpd) despite rough weather.

    "No oil is coming through (Iraq's north)," one source said. "There are about 3.5 million barrels in tanks."

    "No crude is flowing to Ceyhan," said another.

    The shipping agents said one 600,000-700,000 barrel vessel, the Framura, chartered by ExxonMobil, was in port and another one million-barrel vessel, chartered by Repsol, had either arrived or was about to.

    Iraq had been exporting some 300,000 bpd in recent weeks via the pipeline to the Turkish Mediterranean port of Ceyhan, mainly from the Kirkuk oilfields in the north.

    But oil officials said on Tuesday saboteurs had mounted the biggest attacks yet on Iraq's oil infrastructure, blowing up four pipelines in the north in 24 hours.

    Shipping agents in Turkey told Reuters on Tuesday some crude still appeared to be flowing to Ceyhan, albeit at a reduced rate. 

   Exports were continuing normally via the southern Basra terminal, formerly known as Mina al-Bakr, although weather was worsening, shipping data showed.

    The tanker Bourgogne was loading from Basra's platform three at 70,000 barrels per hour.

    ((Reporting by Barbara Lewis and Khaled Yacoub Oweis; editing by James Jukwey))
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14:39 03Nov2004 RTRS-UPDATE 1-Bush likely to renew push for Alaska oil drilling

 (Adds comments from Sen. Allen, National Association of Manufacturers, paragraphs 20-22)

    By Tom Doggett

    WASHINGTON, Nov 3 (Reuters) - In his second term, U.S. President George W. Bush is likely to stick to his plan to fill the nation's emergency crude oil stockpile and may find more Congressional allies to open an Alaskan wildlife refuge to oil drilling, energy experts said.

    Democratic challenger John Kerry conceded defeat on Wednesday, handing Bush another four years in the White House.

    Key energy issues facing Bush include managing the nation's Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR), relations with OPEC oil producers, and winning congressional approval of an energy bill to boost domestic oil and gas drilling.

    Bush has insisted on continuing to fill the stockpile, even amid tight U.S. oil supplies and record high prices that topped $55 a barrel last week. Kerry had said he wanted to temporarily suspend oil shipments to the 671-million-barrel SPR.

    Bush took a lot of criticism for his position during the campaign from Kerry, members of Congress and energy experts, and some believe he will not buckle now.

    "Bush is generally characterized as a man who stays on the message. He has time and time again said, 'No, we don't tap into the Strategic Petroleum Reserve unless there is a severe disruption in supply' and I think he'll stick with that," said Robert Ebel, who oversees the energy program at the Center for Strategic and International Studies think tank in Washington.

    However, other experts noted that in a second term, Bush could fine-tune his policies without taking a political hit.

    "I think the Bush administration might take another look at the box that it has painted itself into on SPR policy," said David Goldwyn, head of Washington-based Goldwyn International Strategies and a former assistant energy secretary in the Clinton administration.

    Bush "might have a little less fear in a second term...and might be more willing to use the reserve," he added.

    However, Bush would keep a tight lid on the stockpile if the administration believes there is a serious threat of supply disruptions in the Middle East, especially Saudi Arabia, according to Goldwyn.

    An open question is whether Bush might tap the separate 2-million-barrel heating oil reserve in the U.S. Northeast this winter. Unlike the SPR, federal law allows that stockpile to be used to combat high prices.

    RELATIONS WITH OPEC, CONGRESS

    Few, if any, changes are seen in the administration's relationship with OPEC. But Bush could face an oil production cut from the cartel soon after he is sworn in for a second term in late January.

    U.S. oil demand typically falls in the second quarter of each year when there is a switch from winter heating oil to spring gasoline use. That is when the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries may cut production.

    "If OPEC cuts (output), then prices will stay high. But if they're sensible they would maintain production so that we could build (oil) stocks in this country and be more comfortable when we go into the driving season," Ebel said.

    Separately, Bush faces an uphill battle in winning Senate approval to open Alaska's Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil drilling, a key plank in his energy policy.

    The House of Representatives backs ANWR drilling, but moderate Republicans and Democrats in the Senate have voted to keep the refuge off limits to oil companies.

    When the new Congress convenes early next year, the House will have more Republicans lawmakers to increase support for drilling in the refuge.

    While Republicans picked up several seats in the Senate, they appeared to still fall short of 60 votes needed to end a filibuster of an energy bill that would open ANWR. New Republican senators include David Vitter of Louisiana, Mel Martinez of Florida, Jim DeMint of South Carolina and John Thune of South Dakota, giving the party possibly 55 seats in the chamber.

    Bush could also explore another route such as having language on ANWR drilling attached to the yearly bill that funds the  government, experts said. That bill requires just 51 votes to pass the Senate.

    Sen. George Allen of Virginia, chairman of the National Republican Senatorial Committee, said on Wednesday that Bush will have more "teammates" in the Senate who will work with him to support U.S. energy independence.

    Business lobbyists said they expect to advance their energy policy agenda more effectively with Bush re-elected and with Republicans holding a larger Senate majority.

    "We'd like to see more areas opened up for exploration and development in the continental U.S. and offshore both for oil and, more especially, for natural gas," said Michael Baroody, executive vice president of the National Association of Manufacturers.

    Comprehensive energy legislation that became bogged down in the current Congress could be split into several measures in the new Congress, focusing on increasing ethanol use, making the electric grid more reliable and boosting nuclear power, according to lobbyists.

    ((Reporting by Tom Doggett; Editing by Chizu Nomiyama, Reuters Messaging: tom.doggett.reuters.com@reuters.net; +1-202-898-8320)) 
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14:04 03Nov2004 RTRS-MMS SAYS 215,053 BPD OIL, 0.745 BCFD NATGAS STILL SHUT FROM  IVAN, OUTPUT UP

14:26 03Nov2004 RTRS-U.S. Gulf of Mexico oil and natgas output rise-MMS

    NEW YORK, Nov 3 (Reuters) - U.S. oil production in the Gulf of Mexico was at 87.35 percent of its normal rate of 1.7 million barrels per day on Wednesday, up from Tuesday's 87.15 percent, as production shut in by Hurricane Ivan returns, the U.S. Minerals Management Service said.

    Natural gas production was at 93.94 percent of its normal 12.3 billion cubic feet per day, up from 93.88 percent on Tuesday.

    The report said 218,427 bpd of oil output remained shut, down from 218,427 bpd on Tuesday. Natural gas output totaling 745 million cubic feet per day was still shut, down from Tuesday's 752 mmcfd.

    A total of 27.42 million barrels of oil and 111.7 billion cubic feet of natural gas has been shut in since mid-September.

 ((Reporting by Robert Gibbons, editing by John Picinich; robert.gibbons.@reuters.com; Reuters Messaging: robert.gibbons.reuters.com@reuters.net; +1 646 223 6059)) 
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	Brattleboro considering updating Yankee evacuation plan

	


	BRATTLEBORO, Vt. - Nov 2 (The Associated Press) - 
	  

	 
	

	Members of the select board are considering revising their evacuation plan in the event of an emergency at the Vermont Yankee nuclear power plant. 

Brattleboro has not updated its evacuation plan since 2001. 

Among the changes discussed at a recent meeting was the possibility of a western evacuation site, clarifying the role of select board members in the event of an emergency and the notification system in areas where the sirens cannot be heard. 

Under the current plan, residents are supposed to evacuate to Bellows Falls. Many people believe that could be problematic, especially for residents living in West Brattleboro and Marlboro. 

According to Steve Goldsmith of Vermont Emergency Management, two sites in Wilmington are expected to be funded for fiscal year 2006. 

Another point of concern has been that in several areas of the emergency planning zone, residents cannot hear the sirens. 

Brattleboro Fire Department Chief David Emery said that detailed routes have been mapped out, so that department personnel can drive along those areas with trucks equipped to make announcements. 

There are also designated routes even where the sirens are audible in the event that they malfunction. 

Select board members plan to meet again in November to continue reviewing possible updates to the plan. 

According to town manager Jerry Remillard, most of the changes focused on notification, traffic during the evacuation and the protocol for moving children from their schools to the evacuation sites. 

The evacuation of the schools has been a major concern for many parents. Last year, several parents wrote to Windham Southeast Supervisory Union Superintendent Ron Stahley to request clarification of the plan. 

In response, a public meeting is planned for Nov. 4, which will be held at the Academy School. 


http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5236087
	TVA investigating crane accident at Browns Ferry

	


	KNOXVILLE, Tenn. - Nov 2 (The Associated Press) - 
	  

	 
	

	Tennessee Valley Authority and Nuclear Regulatory Commission officials are investigating an accident at Browns Ferry Nuclear Plant involving a 32-ton crane trolley that fell and broke. 

No one was injured in the Oct. 24 incident at TVA's plant in Athens, Ala. 

The Union of Concerned Scientists in Washington, D.C., made the incident public because neither TVA nor the NRC have publicly documented it, the group said. 

The trolley fell less than 3 feet after one of the three rigging straps broke as it was being lowered to the refueling floor in an area between the plant's three reactor buildings, officials said. 

TVA is investigating whether the drop "adversely affected the structural integrity of the building," according to a two-page report on the event issued by the Union of Concerned Scientists. 

NRC officials told the union they were investigating the cause of the accident to determine if it was related to "performance issues." 

"In accordance with standard practice, we are doing an analysis of the event and its consequences to ensure all requirements continue to be met for safe and reliable plant operations. We're doing an analysis to make sure it doesn't happen again," TVA spokesman Gil Francis said. 

Browns Ferry is running out of space to store highly radioactive nuclear waste and will soon begin using 100-ton dry storage casks to contain the spent fuel. 

The crane and a new trolley will be used to move the casks. 

TVA said the trolley will be replaced. 

The union is concerned about a similar accident happening again. 

"The event raises the question, 'Could it happen during the movement of a 100-ton cask?'" according to a UCS document prepared by David Lochbaum, nuclear safety engineer. "If the answer is 'yes,' the public deserves an explanation of the measures to mitigate the consequences from the drop that will protect the public from undue risk." 

Two of Browns Ferry's reactors are operating. TVA is spending $1.8 billion to restart the third by 2007. 

TVA, the country's largest publicly owned utility, provides electricity to 8.3 million people in Tennessee, Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Alabama and Mississippi. 

___ 

Information from: The Knoxville News Sentinel, http://www.knoxnews.com 


http://pro.energycentral.com/professional/news/power/news_article.cfm?id=5236164
In both versions of ECN

	Dresden Unit 2 Removed From Service for Rotor Repairs

	


	WARRENVILLE, Ill., Nov 2, 2004 PRNewswire-FirstCall 
	  

	 
	

	Exelon Nuclear removed Dresden Unit 2 from service this week after a crack was discovered on the station's Unit 3 generator shaft. Dresden Unit 3 was removed from service on Tuesday, Oct. 26 for a scheduled refueling and maintenance outage. 

Both Dresden Units 2 and 3 experienced higher than normal generator vibrations during the course of the summer. During this time period, several interim actions were taken to manage the vibrations and evaluations were conducted to identify the cause. 

The crack on the Unit 3 shaft was discovered during an inspection conducted as part of that unit's refueling outage. Exelon made a conservative decision to shut down Unit 2 to conduct a similar inspection, which revealed a crack in the Unit 2 generator shaft. Exelon Nuclear and equipment suppliers are working to determine the cause of the cracking and to perform repairs to both shafts. 

The units were taken offline during a time of reduced electricity demand to perform the required repairs. The units will be safely returned to service before the winter season when demand for power is higher. The shutdowns will have no impact on electrical service to Exelon's customers. 

Exelon Corporation (NYSE: EXC) is one of the nation's largest electric utilities with approximately 5.1 million customers and more than $15 billion in annual revenues. The company has one of the industry's largest portfolios of electricity generation capacity, with a nationwide reach and strong positions in the Midwest and Mid-Atlantic. Exelon distributes electricity to approximately 5.1 million customers in northern Illinois and Pennsylvania and gas to more than 460,000 customers in the Philadelphia area. Exelon is headquartered in Chicago and trades on the NYSE under the ticker EXC. 

SOURCE Exelon Nuclear 

Craig Nesbit, +1-630-657-4208, Bob Osgood, +1-815-416-3743, both of Exelon Nuclear 

http://www.exeloncorp.com 
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	California wildlife advocates refile suit against Altamont Pass wind turbines

	


	Contra Costa Times, Walnut Creek, Calif. --Nov. 2-- 
	  

	 
	

	Nov. 2--A lawsuit has been resurrected against wind power companies over the deaths of thousands of eagles, hawks, falcons, owls and other protected birds that have collided with Altamont Pass wind turbines. 

The suit, filed in Alameda County Superior Court by the Center for Biological Diversity, asks that the companies set aside valuable raptor habitat to compensate for past bird kills it says violated both state and federal wildlife protection laws. 

The lawsuit comes just before the Alameda County Board of Supervisors holds an administrative appeal hearing in Oakland Thursday for 29 permits covering more than 3,600 wind turbines in the Altamont. The suit was filed Monday in part out of fears state voters today could approve Proposition 64, which would ban citizens from filing such "public-interest" lawsuits in California, said Jeff Miller of the Center for Biological Diversity. 

The Center for Biological Diversity, Golden Gate Audubon Society and Californians for Renewable Energy appealed those permits a year ago, contending Alameda County renewed them without doing an environmental review or requiring meaningful measures to reduce or compensate for bird deaths. 

"We absolutely support wind power, but it is long past time for turbine owners to make a serious effort to stop the raptor slaughter at Altamont," said Jeff Miller of the Center for Biological Diversity. 

Altamont turbines have killed an estimated 880 to 1,330 golden eagles, hawks, owls and other protected raptors each year for the past 20 years, according to studies done for the California Energy Commission. 

The lawsuit alleges that violations by wind power companies, including FPL Energy, GREP, Green Ridge Power, Altamont Power, Enxco, Seawest Windpower, Windworks, Altamont Winds and Pacific Winds, constitute unlawful and unfair business practices. 

In August, the Center for Biological Diversity suspended a similar suit filed in federal court against the two largest wind power companies in the Altamont hills east of Livermore to allow them to respond to measures proposed by the California Energy Commission to reduce bird kills. 

Among other things, the commission had recommended companies replace existing numerous small turbines with fewer large ones and compensate for ongoing bird kills by preserving off-site habitat for birds of prey. 

In October, wind power companies proposed a draft mitigation plan that would experimentally apply some of the state energy commission recommendations on a limited volunteer basis. But the energy commission sent a letter last week to consultants for the wind power companies blasting the draft plan as inadequate in directly reducing bird kills, contending it was based more "on what appears to be operator convenience." 

County Planning Director Chris Bazar denied Miller's claim that the county planning office is promoting the mitigation proposal by wind-power companies. Bazar said while it represents "a good- faith effort" at addressing the energy commission's recommendations, he will ask the Board of Supervisors delay final action until December so that further comment can be received. 

----- 

To see more of the Contra Costa Times, or to subscribe to the newspaper, go to http://www.bayarea.com. 
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	Fatal blast leads to replacement of natural gas lines in Bellevue

	


	BELLEVUE, Wash. - Nov 2 (The Associated Press) - 
	  

	 
	

	Steel natural gas lines to as many as 600 homes will be replaced with plastic lines as a result of an investigation into a fatal explosion, Puget Sound Energy officials say. 

Utility officials said Monday the $3 million move should ease concern over the discovery of miswiring in an electrical device that was intended to prevent corrosion. 

The device was connected to pipes for about 600 gas customers in the Spiritridge neighborhood, where Frances Schmitz, 68, was fatally injured in an explosion that destroyed her house on Sept. 2. 

Investigators remain unsure whether the wiring problem resulted in greater corrosion or otherwise contributed to the explosion, and a state probe could continue for months, according to a news release issued by Sue McLain, Puget's senior vice president of operations. 

"We're replacing all the previously cross-wired pipe now to address doubts among our customers about the integrity and safety of their gas system," McLain said. 

The utility should have acted sooner, said David Beninger, a lawyer for Schmitz's family, in a prepared statement. 

"I am glad to see that PSE is taking steps to prevent another explosion. Had PSE been more attentive to these issues, perhaps Frances Schmitz's family wouldn't be grieving her death," Beninger said. 

No lawsuit has been filed but legal action may be taken in the near future, he said. 

The project will start once municipal permits are issued and should be completed in about 20 weeks with none of the affected customers losing service for more than about a day, Puget spokesman Grant Ringel said. 
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