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Electricity

Southern Ga. Hatch Nuke Edging Back to Full Power
Southern Co. unit Southern Nuclear on Monday said the 924 megawatt Hatch 1 nuclear unit in Georgia was ramping up to full power after reducing capacity over the weekend for a rod pattern adjustment.  Hatch 1, near Baxley, Georgia, was operating at about 82 percent power early Monday.  http://biz.yahoo.com/rc/031117/utilities_southern_hatch_1.html
Entergy's Arkansas 1 Nuke Shut for Work
Entergy Corp. unit Entergy Nuclear said Monday its 836 megawatt Arkansas 1 nuclear unit was manually shut Saturday for unplanned maintenance.  As of Monday morning, the plant operators were still trouble-shooting the problem.                                   http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031117/utilities_entergy_arkansas_1.html
Dominion's Va. Surry 2 Nuke Shut for Repair
Dominion's 812 megawatt Surry 2 nuclear unit in Virginia was shut Monday while plant operators replaced oil in a turbine lubricating system, a plant spokesman said.  Surry 2 was manually tripped Sunday after operators detected water in the oil system. On Friday, the unit was starting to exit a refueling outage and had ramped up to 5 percent of capacity.  The maintenance was not expected to take long, the spokesman said, but there was no word on when Surry 2 would restart.  The unit has been out of service since about Sept. 19 when it was shut during Hurricane Isabel, and remained out for the refuel.  http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031117/utilities_dominion_surry_1.html
Petroleum

Motiva: Delaware Refinery Repairs Underway, Rates Reduced
Motiva Enterprises Delaware City refinery continues to operate at reduced rates Monday while repairs are underway, following unit upsets last Thursday night, when adverse weather conditions caused a shortage of cooling water.  Company spokesman Spiros Mantzavinos said the return to planned operating rates was expected in the near term.  A source with knowledge of operations there said that the fluid catalytic cracking unit, the crude unit and the coking unit were operating, but at significantly reduced rates.  http://biz.yahoo.com/djus/031117/1110000938_1.html
Natural Gas 

Nothing to report.

Other News

Energy Policy Act of 2003 (Full text of proposed Chairman’s Mark, November 15, 2003 with Draft Energy Conference Text and recent amendments) http://energy.senate.gov/legislation/energybill2003/energybill2003.cfm
Summary of Provisions in U.S. Energy Bill
Although the legislation was still secret on Friday, the following are some of the provisions expected to appear in the bill, according to lawmakers and industry lobbyists.  The incentives were said to total 20-22 billion dollars:

 ETHANOL

 * Requires U.S. consumption of corn-distilled ethanol to double to 5 billion gallons by 2012, after beginning at 3.1 billion gallons in 2005.

 * Modifies federal accounting of 5.2 cent-a-gallon fuel tax break given to ethanol to make up for lost revenue to the federal highway fund. Offers similar excise tax break to

biodiesel fuel, beginning in 2004.

 MTBE

 * Order a phase out of fuel additive MTBE by 2015 and shield product makers from liability lawsuits. The effective date of the liability shield was said by a lobbyist to be retroactive to October 2003. MTBE is a suspected carcinogen that has contaminated underground water supplies in many cities.

 ELECTRICITY

 * Set mandatory reliability standards for the electric power grid to prevent a repeat of the August blackout that left 50 million people in the dark.

 * Clarify who must build and finance new transmission lines needed to upgrade the nation's grid.

 RENEWABLES

 * Provides financial incentives to generate more electricity from solar, wind, biomass and geothermal energy.

 ALASKA NATURAL GAS PIPELINE

 * Provides a federal guarantee to repay, if necessary, 80 percent of the expected $20 billion in loans to be taken out by private oil firms to pay for a pipeline to ship Alaskan gas to

lower 48 states.

 * Deleted a tax credit from the federal government guaranteeing oil companies a minimum price for the gas shipped through the pipeline.

  ALASKA OIL DRILLING

 * Deleted a proposal to give oil companies access to drill in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge. The proposal was backed by the White House but opposed by many Senate Democrats and

moderate Republicans.

 OFFSHORE DRILLING

 * Deleted proposal to conduct an inventory of all offshore oil and gas resources. The provision was opposed by Democrats and California lawmakers who said it was the first step to opening new offshore areas to drilling.

 NUCLEAR

 * Offer production tax credits to encourage construction of 6 new nuclear power plants that would generate 8,400 megawatts of electricity to run about 8 million homes.

 COAL

 * Promotes the development of coal that will burn more cleanly in 27 large power plants. http://biz.yahoo.com/rm/031114/energy_congress_details_1.html
NERC Issues 2003/2004 Winter Assessment

The assessment is available at 

ftp://www.nerc.com/pub/sys/all_updl/docs/pubs/winter2003-04.pdf
US-Canada Blackout Report Release Delayed One Day to Wednesday                   U.S.-Canadian task force has delayed until Wednesday the release of an interim report on this past summer's unprecedented blackout, due to a scheduling conflict, the U.S. Department of Energy said Monday.

http://biz.yahoo.com/djus/031117/1424001192_2.html
Nuclear Power Plants Warned                                                                                        The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has notified all nuclear power plants, including Pilgrim owned by Entergy in Massachusetts, of its concerns for an increased threat potential during the Islamic holy month of Ramadan.  The NRC's concern is that al Qaeda members might seek to attack U.S. interests during Ramadan, which is Oct. 26 to Nov. 24. http://oldcolony.southofboston.com/articles/2003/11/13/news/news05.txt
Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/17/03)
	Week Ago
	Year Ago

	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	31.74
	30.88
	25.53

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	       4.49
	       4.43
	       3.92


Source: Reuters, Wall Street Journal
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