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Highlights/Major Developments
Update: Hurricanes Katrina, Rita, and Wilma

For damage assessment and restoration efforts concerning hurricanes, see the Gulf Coast Hurricanes situation reports from the Office of Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability (OE) of the U.S. Department of Energy @ http://www.oe.netl.doe.gov.  For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production in the Gulf of Mexico, please click on the following link: http://www.mms.gov/ooc/press/2005/press1118.htm
For the latest statistics on shut-in oil and gas production and pipeline status in Louisiana, please click on the following link: http://dnr.louisiana.gov/sec/execdiv/pubinfo/daily-onshore-prod.ssi
Electricity

First Wintry Storm Knocks Out Power to Thousands in Pittsburgh Area

Temperatures plunged in the Pittsburgh area as a storm with winds over 35 miles per hour dumped as much a 6 inches of snow in the region.  The high winds and snow contributed to scattered power outages in the area.  Among the outages reported were more than 6,200 in North Huntington Township, about 1,500 in two separate outages in Bethel Park, 3,800 in the West Mifflin-Dravosburg area, and 550 along the Scott-Mt. Lebanon power line.

http://pittsburghlive.com/x/tribune-review/s_397908.html
http://www.post-gazette.com/pg/05329/612332.stm
Empire District Electric to Install 155 MW Peaking Unit

Sega, Inc will construct the housing for and install a new 155 MW gas turbine peaking unit at the Empire District Electric Company’s Riverton Power Plant in Riverton, KS.  The work is scheduled to be completed in February 2007.  

http://www.segainc.com/news.html
Point Branch Unit Operating at 47 Percent of Capacity

The 512 MW unit 1 at the Point Branch nuclear generating station of Wisconsin Energy was operating at 47 percent of capacity according to the daily report of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission on November 25.  The facility was taken out of service on September 24 but had been expected to be back in service a month later.  

Reuters 12:48, November 25, 2005.

SCE’s Mohave Unit 2 Operating at Reduced Output

According to a report of the California ISO on November 25, Southern California Edison’s 790 MW unit 2 at its coal-fired Mohave generating facility reduced output to approximately 300 MW on November 24 before so that unplanned maintenance work could be performed.  The report did not indicate how long the unit is expected to operate at a reduced rate.

Reuters 14:29, November 25, 2005.

Duke’s McGuire Nuclear Generating Station Operating at 21 Percent of Capacity

According to the daily report of the Nuclear Regulatory commission, the 1,100 MW unit 1 at the McGuire nuclear generating station of Duke Energy was operating at 21 percent of capacity on November 25.  There was no indication as to the reason for the reduction in output.

Reuters, 12:20, November 25, 2005.

Complete Energy Holdings’ 260 MW Unit 1 at its La Paloma Generating Facility in California Shut November 23

Reuters 19:00, November 23, 2005. 

Petroleum

Fire Hits Giant’s Yorktown Refinery

Giant Industries announced that a fire broke out at its 62,000 b/d Yorktown refinery in Virginia sometime during the night of November 24.  Giant indicated that no injuries occurred from the fire that broke out near the fluid catalytic cracker and did some damage to adjacent units.  The company also stated it will provide additional details once it completes a damage assessment. 

Reuters 14:30, November 25, 2005.

Reuters 13:08, November 25, 2005.

New Platform at Ekofisk Expected to Add 100,000 boe/d

ConocoPhillips and Total are ready to add a new platform and begin drilling 25 wells at the Ekofisk site in the North Sea.  The project is expected to add approximately 100,000 boe/d.  

Reuters 6:25, November 25, 2005.

Hurricane Damage Drops Pemex 2005 Production 

In an interview, a senior executive at Mexico’s state owned oil company Pemex, reported that damage sustained at the company’s production facilities from hurricanes Katrina and Rita will result in a slight drop in the average daily production for 2005 from 3.4 million b/d to 3.34 million b/d. Vinicio Suro, head of planning at Pemex Exploration and Production also indicated that production in 2006 is expected to remain at a similar level, down from an earlier forecast of 3.8 million b/d.

Reuters, 18:54 November 25, 2005.

Lingering Problems from Hurricanes Delay Production Additions

Although about 60 percent of the pre-storm production of oil and gas in the Gulf Coast region has been restored, the work remaining to be done will continue for months to come and much of the planned additions scheduled to come on-line over the next several months have been delayed as a result.

Source: Petroleum Intelligence Weekly, November 28, 2005.

http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=4
Surging Imports of Refined Products Contend for Space at Ports

As the volume of refined products surged to help fill the void resulting from damage dome to production facilities by hurricanes Katrina and Rita, space at ports has become constrained with shipments of jet fuel, gasoline, and heating oil competing for berthing space at key ports on the West Coast, Gulf Coast and East Coast. 

Source: Jet Fuel Intelligence, November 28, 2005.

http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=7
Caspian Export Bottleneck Growing

Delays in the construction of the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline coupled with delays in the expansion of the pipeline from Kazakhstan are constraining exports of crude oil from the Caspian region.

Source: Nefte Compass, November 24, 2005.

Oil Market Stable at $60/bbl – Report

According to a report in oil industry trade press, analysts believe that the world oil markets have achieved stability in recent weeks and that means a price of around $60/bbl for the WTI benchmark crude.

Source: Oil Market Intelligence

http://www.energyintel.com/PublicationHomePage.asp?publication_id=6
Natural Gas

Millennium Pipeline Construction Slated to Begin in 2006

Construction on a revised version of the long-delayed Millennium Pipeline is expected to begin sometime during the first half of 2006.  Originally proposed in 1997 by Columbia Gas Transmission Corp. the project was opposed at both the local and state levels precluding development.  Now, with the backing of New York utilities Commonwealth Edison and KeySpan, construction on a Phase I of a modified plan is expected to begin during the first half of 2006 with the line coming into service sometime in late 2007.  The first phase will avoid those areas where opposition blocked new construction and instead will connect to existing or other planned pipelines.  

Associated Press 11:30, November 24, 2005

http://www.newsday.com/news/local/wire/newyork/ny-bc-ny--milleniumpipeline1124nov24,0,4625684.story?coll=ny-region-apnewyork
Other News
Nothing to Report

Energy Prices 

	
	Latest (11/23/05)*
	Week Ago
	Year Ago



	CRUDE OIL

West Texas Intermediate US

$/Barrel
	58.30
	56.30
	49.14

	NATURAL GAS 

Henry Hub

$/Million Btu
	11.02
	10.01
	5.01


Source: Reuters

* Note: market closed for Thanksgiving holiday

This Week in Petroleum from the Energy Information Administration (EIA)
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/twip/twip.asp
Updated on Wednesdays  

Weekly Petroleum Status Report from EIA
http://www.eia.doe.gov/oil_gas/petroleum/data_publications/weekly_petroleum_status_report/wpsr.html
Updated after 1:00 pm (Eastern time) on Wednesdays

Natural Gas Weekly Update from EIA 
http://tonto.eia.doe.gov/oog/info/ngw/ngupdate.asp
Updated after 2:00 pm (Eastern time) on Thursdays
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